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Subjects discussed: 1, Assursé Life of Tariff Cgrceezlcns in relation tec
Article XIX ( cc;.umcd) (GATT/CP, 5/22)

2. Sccpe of articles XXV: 5(t) 2nd XXXV (ecntinucd)
’ (Ge.TT/CP, 5/9)

3« Review of Quantitative Exzort hbourl”tlons

(64TT/CE, 5/35/Rev, 1)

4e Item 11 - Zxaminaticn of ictual Cascs of Impecrt
RXestrictions,

5. The Proposcd Zurcrean €ecal and Stecl Agrecmcnt
&, Ronort of Worxing lﬁrfj "L" on the Continuing

administration of the General nPrOuﬂbnu

(G’.&i T/C.Po 5//4'9)

In accordance with Hule 11 of the Riles of Frceeiurc, Iir. ARGYROPOULOS
éGreece) wes elected Chairman of the meeting, on the rrovesal of M, CASSIERS.

Belgium),
1. assured Life of Tariff Cencessions in relation to .irticle XIX (contlnued)
(GATT/CP, 5/22)

The CHAIRILIY recalled that it hod bteen decided ot an sarlicr mocting to
establish a working »arty on the withdrawsl of item 1526(a ) from Schodule XX,
and he propcsed as members: Belgium, Cuta, Czechoslove: 1“, Frence, Italy,
Sweden, United Kingdem and United States, and as Chairman i, C.SSISKS (Belgiun),

This was aprroved,

2, Scope_of articles XXV: 5(b) and XXV (continucl) (G.TT/CP. 5/9)

The CHAIRMAN noted that the Cuban represcntative hod not aoskod for
discussicn eon this item and provoscﬂ that the Cintracting artics tmk» note of
the stotement he had made, It would be pessible, of course, for Cubz or any
other contracting party tc rporcn the discussion nt 2 loter date if the nced

should arisc,

?.is vms agrecd,

3 Review of Quantitative Exn rt Rustrictions (GLTT/C2. 5/39/Rev. 1)

The CHALWLD summarisced the note that had been submitted by the Exccutive
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Sceretary.

Mr. SCEMITT (Iiew Zcnland) thought that the Sccretoriet preposal was
gencrally in cccord with the discussion that had taken place in the Contracting
Poriies,  He drew the attentizn of .revresentatives- £ the resert of Working
Porty "H" on the meview of Immort acstricticns and to porsgrapghs 4 and 5
which dualt with the cbtaining cf informeti:n on 1xp:rt re=trjctions under
previsicons other.than Articlc XII. The werding of the Secretariat paper for
uxport rostrictions differed slightly from the Werking Farty proposal cn
impert contrcels, wnd he thought it would te cenvenient. to governments if
identical infcrmation were.réquested with regard to teth, He therefore
preposed the adoption of a wording similar to that of paragraphs -4 anc 500
of ﬂwzmwwtnftm,mmhmbPuﬁv : e R

Mr, EV.YVS (Unlted States) said tha
ded. nct o include questions which

questionnaire on imvert restrietions had deei:
required the contracting partics te justify their acticn in the tcrms of the
langunge of the Lgreement, He could not cgree, with this, and, while not
intending tc recwen the ;pgstl n so Tar as imnert restrictions were concerned,
he nreferreld the werding of the note by the Executive Scere 2ry. his weould
make it rohylkle to provide o reovort that weould te of scng interest rather

than o purcly stotistical poper,

t the Workirng “E;TJ dealing with the
‘decide
if

Sir Stephen HOLMES (Urnited Kingdom) qpbstl ned the accuracy of the
first phrase of ‘the Secretarint note s 2 description of the suggestions of the
Fourth Sessicn Working Party, He agreed with the liew Zealand representative
that it would be desirable to requcst the same informotion for both import
and export restrictions, In any cose, any contricting party which wished to
»ut in a stztement on the "eircumstonces tthich gave rise to the apolication
of each meosure" was ot liberty to 4o sc, :

The EXECUTIVE SECHET,Y suii that »n previ us ccensisns when expert

dod & b

restrictions had been discuszed, it hod bvccmc LnRr rent that imporiont questions
of sceurity wire invclved, Fo wished it to be clunrly unlerstocd that '
contracting parties, in replying to this enquiry, wiull not be exvected to .
furnish information which they would meot wish to furnish on sedurity gréunds,

Ao

an & urJOrthC rofercree to srticle XXI would be included in any paper tha f

was lhsuwd.

Mr, NAIR (India) agrred in principle thet an enjulry inte sxport

>strictions weuld be us»ful, but as he hed v inted -ut before certain
goverrments would have difficulty in giving detailed irfs naticon on twe cor
threo questicnnoires at the same time, Mo hod ne sbjcetion to the Mew
Zealand representative's proresal, but he would urge that the dete for the

tw: enquiries shoull be the same.

Mr, REISZE (Canada) Sjrﬂxt’lgph vath the United States view that it
would be useful to to informed f the reasons for the RCUI’CQtl“ﬂ of exyort
restrictions, However, in the uorsgroch cf ‘P' Working Frrty report to which:
the ew Zooland resresentative hod olluded, coples of laws and regulaticns
wers requcsted, a8 o practiczl matter he felt that thes: laws and rejulations

weuld pive a fairly good idea of the roasens ?ur the dmorsition of any measures, -

and therefore, the difrercnce betwoon the New Zealn nd and United States
prescsals eoull be met if the Secerctarint wers uutn&rlguM to ask for copices of

the instrumcnts involved,

Sir Sterhen HOLMES (Unitcd #ingdem) agreed o this proposal and only
henod thet in the final popoer the Sceretariet weudd cvr“vct the ‘inaccuracy of
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the first phrase,
The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ren-lizd that th would be denc,

d that the scnding of lows ond deerees by Governments
¢ Secrctariat shcould simply esk that infcrmaticon be
orm as possitle,

- The CHAIRMAN sai
would be opticnal and th
sent in as complete a2 fo

T.is was agreed,

The CHAIRMAIN propeosed that similar questions oand o similor date limit be
agrced for the enquiries cn cxwert and immort restrictions,

This wos zgreed,

-~

b, Item 11 - Examination of ictual Cascs of Ir-. rt Jestrictions

M. CASSIERS (Relgium) explained thet in accordance with the procedure
provided in Articlc XXIII of the Genersl Lgrecment, Beloium had regucsted
that an examination of actual cases of quantitative restrictions anplied by
certain ccuntries for protectionist purpnees and which, in the view of the
Belgian Govermment, were unnscessarily causing damage to the Belgian cccnomy
be placed on the agenda of the Fifth Session ¢f the Centracting Partics, The
Belgian request concerned restrictions imposed by the United Kingdem ond Ty
France, With rcgard to the former, .the United Kingdom ond Eelgien Delegations
had agreed to srrange the differcnce by means of = bilaterel cgreement, and
he was glad tc be able tc inform the Contractiing Partics that satis ;mctcry
results had alrecdy becn achieved. In these ccnsultaztions the United Kingdom
Delegation acted in accordance with the spirit of Article XXIII and had given
sympathetic consideration t: the represcntaticns alidreszsed by the Belpion
Government, His G rermment was certzin thzt the United Hingdom ucvcrnmcnt
would find reascnable and satisfactsry provisions te deal with the few
remaining peoints and the tivo governments were, in any case, in constant

contact ¢n this subject,

With regard tc the restrictions imposed by France, he recalled that the
French Delegation had requested at the beginning of the present scssicn that an
arrangement be reached by means of' bilateral consultaticn rather than by o
Gebate before the Contracting Parties., Although the restrictive oracticces
in question were particularly important to the commereizl reloticns between
France and Belgium, the representatives of the Felpinn Government had agreed
tc an exchenge of vicws with the reonresentatives of the French Gevernment,

In the course of these consultations the French delegates had given assurances
and agreed to investigate the possibility of censtiuctive scluticns wihich
would eliminate certain of the cbstacles which existed for Belgium in its

trade with France, Bilatcral cenversaticns were thus undortoken end were
continuing, and fcrmal assurances hed been given by the French roprescntotives
that they would, together with the Belgian roprescritztives, scek o satisfactery
settlement of the queéstion under dispute befrre the ond of 1950, The HBelginn
Government had thecref:re decided to awalt the results ~f these bilateral
consultaticns befcre requesting the intervention of the Contracting Fartics,
and it hoped to arrive at a solution which weull make such intervention
unnecessary, M. CASSIERS theref.re procvsced thet Item 11 be withdrewn from the

agenda of the present sessicn,

M, LECUYER (France) confirmed the Belpinn repres cntutlvc S st vtement of
the oase, He cxpected satisfactory results 1r m tn» consultation
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Sir Stephen HOLMES (United Kingdom) exnressed his gratificatien at the
references to the United Kingdom by the Belgian renrescntative, This
consultation had reflected the gpnaral preceesses of the lgrecment at work,
Since article XXIII had tecrn referred to, he wishsd only to s2y that he would
nct regerd the matter os o complaint since, in the view of his Geovernment,
there were nc crounds for such 2 compleint,  He was satisfied with the
settlement which had been reached,

It was agreed to withdrow Item 11 from the Lgenda,

B The Fronescd durc tean Ccal and Stecl dgrcoment

M, LECUYEx (Frence) said thet his delegati-on had not as yet received
1ns»ruct1ur~ cnothis 1tgw, since negctiations were centinuing, Ceonsiderable
spress hod teen made anu ne hoosed that thesc negotiations weuld sccon be
finishcd. In any cassz, the propessd agreenent aiffected in 2ny way the

text of the Gunural agrec ment sr its apnlication the French Government
would not £21i1 tec inform the Contracting Partics and to submit to them any-
questicns wmich might arise,  For tho present moment, he would ask for
viithdrawal of tris item fron the Agsnda,

It was sy rced to withiraw this iten,

6, Rencrt of Working Party "L" on the Continuine Addministreaticn of
the General Ag;r cerrent (GATT/CP. 5/49)

Mr, TCMXIN (Australiz) introduced the remort, He congratulated the
Working Party ~n ite valuatle and ranid work, He drew attenticon particularly
to parag ::ls 2, 3 and 8 -7 the rerort,  With regard to paragrach 15, he
cx*lzlnvt tho *hc quustion of cstallishing an zdegunte secretariat for the
Contractins Partics would have to te stulied og o scuarate matter at the
Sixth Sc551:n; tii & had cnly teor ineidental to the matter under ccnsideration
bt the Working Party, btut it oo rrv;r+?cl’ss 2 yuestion of basice importance
t- the effective administratior f the asrecment,  The australian Delegation
consilered +hnt the guistion “k‘.ll o taken u» 2t the Sixth Sessicn as =2
matter no less Pungamentsl than the ctanding committec itself, He ,:ed tha
the Executive Socrut ry would slace bofore the Controcting Pertics in advance
of the next Sussicn on =nalysis <0 the fuacticns of o permarcnt secretoriat
and suggesticns for its structure cril compsition, The revport of the
W-rking Party wos a unanimeus one which hiw presented for consideration by
the Centractins Partics znd, i1 they s: wished, {or tronsmissicn to their

governments,

The CHAIANAN thankol the Choirman znd the Working Party and sroncsed
that the C-ntracting Fortics take note of the report and sutmit it to their
]

raments whic would be atle to take 2 decisicn on the matter 2t the Sixth

ir. COUILLAXD (Canadn) wisnod to thank particularly the Chairmen and
¢ach mimber I the Jorking Party f£or their work, which had made it possible to

submit 2 unanimous report to the Contracting Parties, The report did not perhaps

go as far os the sriginal Canadian oropasal, Tut his deicgation was prevared
o accent it ns 4 compromisc which was os comprehengive as pessible at this
time, It wes 2 uscful reoort for sovernments to consider between now and the
Sixth Session, and he heped that the Contracting Porties at the Sixth Szssiecn
would be able teo agree to set up o standing committec, therety strengthening

the cpeoraticn of t‘u aoreoenent,
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Mr. BYSTRICKY (Czechoslovakisn) snid th“b, 25 he had stated befere,
his government did not cconsidsr it necessary desiratle to estaublish a
special bvody, His Government had becn sht1sf1pu with the administrative
work of -the Secretariat, znd an/thln beyond administrotive werk must be
dcne’'by the plencry me »t¢nps of the Contraetings. TFartics., He woes, however, .

~prepared to subtmit this repcrt for c nslz»r 1tion by his Gevernment,

Sir Stephen HOLLES (Un:i.‘tcf7 Kingdem) ass-einted hirself with the
coempliments to the Chairman and the Werking Porty,  Hoe referred to varapgrash
14, the wording of which 4id not seem entirely satisfoctory °¢nCu it might

be impossible even at the next Sessicn . come 10 ooy fln L uCLwlCﬂ cn the

place of meeting, nﬁr vas it the idea of the Verkins F wrty that any final
decision should necessarily he taken then,

Mr, AZIZ ARMAD (Pokistan) preforred to rotoin the present weording
of the paragraph. :

Mr. BORIESEN (Nexway) agreed that tho rep-rt should be sent to the
aricus governments., With refercnce to pora.razh 9, he agrscd on the
designation of the committee, but thourht it might be diflficult to define
sreciscly what were and what were not oxceutive functions,

Mr. NAIR (India) proposcd the 2dd iticn of the words "on the committec”
te paragraph 12(b),

This wes agreed, o

Mr, EVANS (United States of Amcric*) explaincd that his g:verﬁmcnt had
already decided to present fer discussion with lepisloative leaders, and for
nossible logisl.thy acticn, & preposal of this kind, They swrould wish to
show this repert to Congress. and asked whether the Scerctariat could bo
instructed to prepard an unrestrictcd versicn,

Dr. BOTH: (Union of South «frica) said that he hnd ~imosed the cstablish-
ment of o stending committee, He wns, however, wlcascl yvith the renort of
the Werking Party 2nd had no scrupleés in subscribin: to it, With rcfﬁrcncc to
paragra;i 14, he hoped that the plece of mecting of the standing cemmittee
weuld be the same es the headquarters of the Sceretarict and thnt it wo ulx

be in a neutrzl city rather tha in 2 loree eanital,  7ith refcrence to
poragrash 15, he could not agroe that the extrn cinerniiture nocessitated by

et i the Contrecting Dortics sould

thls cumrlttuc would be moderate,  The tud i
sowerrnents osulit ol coursc

be incrcased in his opinicn by at least _,Q~ nyelog
have additional expenditure in »rovidiing: ropreacatatina

It be ublished
Lons with their

. .
TR I
crneiteraile time 2

befnre dcicgatlrn hu
governments,

Sir Stephen HOLMES (United Xinwlom) aprecit with the Indenesinn repre-
sentative, It wos necessary [or governments €. have time to cinsiler this
report before it was published, Furthormiore, the Jocument was a wvorking perty
report and was not hedng oopreoved ot this Session, It wows questitna®le whethor
such a dzcument should be cempletely de=restricted, 1t micht be possible to
mect the United States! request bty aprecing that the repirt could be shown
in cenfidence te lepislative leaders, while retaining its rustricted choracter,

Mr, EVANS (United States oif Jmorica) sald thot he
sugrestion,

would accent fiidle

This was apreed,
Zoreed
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The CHAIRIAN, svpearxing as 2 renrssentative oI Grecee, wished to refer
t the question of the exscutive nature -7 the .roz-esl committee, He did
not think that a restristed commitics cculd have on cxccutive charactar,
It functizrs shculd be tr reare the work for the Cintrocting Partics, :
thereby shortening their sessicrs, With regord to the "ite, he hoped that the
“rCh,sal eontzined in the Canalian concr that the standing CuﬂFlttLG be ‘lscated
a large ccntre wr“ra 211 countries wers well recrescrte would be taken into

count at the Sixth Sgssicn,

n; I-‘-

W

Mr. LACARTE (Uruguzy) wondere? whethor the nropssals on the ecmpesition
=T the committee, crntainced in -aragraph 12, which recalled the IZxecutive
Bocrd of the Bavana Charter, were not clabornte in terms of the tywe of work
for the cormittee enviszzed in sorarraph 10, It mizht, of course, te decided
lnter 2 exrnand the : :

p.

cgnticns, when
t~ which
voroved the

it J'.t O

thsuj?

'ﬂ the reoirt must te submitted to
i' wng thoreiore premotvre o dlscuss such issuegs

ur, FYSTRICEY (Oze
governments frr ostudy,
a2t this stage, He protossd the cl-suru af th¢ debate,

M, LECUYIR (France) sunpertcd this srepossl,

he mzticn on thc‘

Sir Stechor HOLMES (United Kinpdom) alsc susporied
~understanding that it should not Te recorded thaot the su gas tlrr :f the Belgian
revresentative hal passcd without comm.nt, It wee not plzsit ¢ for revresen-

totives 4. sxoress their =ersorcl views,
The cluosure 4 ths lehate wag uranimously agresd,

The Controcting Parties tock note of the Zesirt oo the Working Party
znd asrosd that it bo eubmittel T poverrnments Dor further study,

v

The meeting adjourncd ot 1 por,




