RESTRICTED

GENES WGREEMENT Ob SR.17/1
'ﬂ' RIFES AND TRADE ‘ . Limited Distribution

CONTRACTING PARTIES
Seventeenth Session

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FIRST MEETING

Held at the Pelais des Nations, Geneva,
»n Monday. 31 October, at 3 p.m.

Chaiiman: HMr, TORU HAGUIWAR: (Jepan)
Page
Subjects diseussed: 1: Opening address by Choirman 1
2, Adopiion of agenda 3

3. Order of business

Mr, TORU HAGUIWARA explained that Mr. Barbosa da Silva, Chairman of the
CONTRACTING PuRTIES, would be unable to attend the first week of the session
because of his urgenu dubies 2s Secretary-General of the Brazilian Ministry of
‘Foreign Affairs.

1. Openine address by Chairman

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the seventeenth session, inter alis crew attenticn
" to the majeor n¢nblemo confronting the CONTRACTING *ARTIES He also welcomed
Nigeria as a contracting party, referred t» the participation of Spain and
Portugal in the werk »f the COETRnCLING P.RTIES following the Deeisions adopted
at the sixteenth session, and drew attenticn tc the requests for accession,
pursuant to aArticle XXXIII, rsec2ived from Argentina and Ireland. The ;ull text
of the Chairman!s address is reprofuced in Press Release GATT /5L L

Mr, DARAMOLs (hlgerla), having thanked the United Xingdom for spensoring
Nigeria'!s membership, said that MNigeria would play its part fully in maintaining
the principles on which GiTT was based and weuld continue to pursue the liberal
policies which Lad hitherto characterized its trade relaticns. Mr, Daramola
mentioned that Nigeria had alsn~ taken steps to become a member of the International
Monetary Fund. Referring t- the Committees set up under the GATT programme Ior
the expansisn ~f international trads, Mr, Deramola said that Nigeria would de glad
of the opportunity to participate in the work of these Committoes, On the
question of regional trade groupings, he said that the Nigerion Government shared
the concern cf cther contracting parties to ensure that such groupings did not
result in increased barriers to trade and that they did nnt deprive the less—
developed countries of the satisfacticn of contributing to thoir own development
through trade, Nigeria recogrized nowever that, given faithful adherence it the
principles nf GATT, rsgionel groupings could prove to be a chtep towards complete
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likerlization cf trade. For this reason, Nigeria supported the attemps being
nade to bridge the gap between the various trade groupings. In the same spirit
it would jein in examining any propcsals for improving intra-african trade.

Mr. Dazramcla went cn to say that the stage was being reached when the value of
&7 would be assessed in terms wider than those of concuessions gained by means
cf teriff adjustmerts. This would seem to indicate a need for scme change of
emphasis in negctiations and might in turn call fcr scme adjustment of attitude
among the contracting parties. Nigeria hoped it would be pessitle tc examine
ths question as to whether the ccncept of perity of ccncessions reckoned in
terms of tariff bindings was indeed adequate in present circumstances to achieve
the expansion of internationel trade, c¢r whether the time had come tc recognize
that the disparate levels of development amcng contracting parties made parity
of concessions impractical, hcwever desirablc, beering in mind the unequal impact
on their nztional econcmies of the reduction or removal of duties,

Mz, DrREKO-SuRKV. (Ghara), having stressed the close ties betwsen Ghana and
Nigeria, wslcomed Nigeria's menbership end the important contributicn which this
memborship would make tr Lhe GIT,

Sir Edgar COHEN (United Kingdcu) likewise warmly welcomed Nigeria's
memberchip which, fcllrwing the accession ¢f Ghana, represented a new stage in
the histcry of GuIT, These ccuntries had a lot to contribute to G.TT. In
ccnnexion with the reference by the representative of Nigeria tc the pcssible
need fcr the CCNTRACTING P.RTILS to readjust scme of their methcds and procedures,
Sir Tdgar Cchen stressed the significance of the increasing applicability of the
GaTT in the werld and the need fcor the CONTRACTING P~RTIES to adjust their outlook
to take account of the new countries,

M. BRUCE (South Africea) expressed his Govermment's satisfacticn that Nigeria
had become a contracting pzrty. Nigeria was the mcst pcpulous state in wfrica
and GATT would gein in strength from its membership.

Mr. E.RTOCGH (Netherlands), speaking on behalf of the Member States cf the
Burcnean Deoncmic Community, welcomed Nigeria as a rontracting party. Co-~cperaticn
with ccuntries like Iligeria would facilitate the Community's aim cf expanding

rade.

Mr. DE &LC:lBaR PERIERA (Portugal), having thaaled the Chairman for his
reference t¢ Pcrtugel in his cpening address, associated himself with the welccme
extended to Nigeria,

Mr. sNIEL-QUIROGA (Spain) likewise thanked the Chairman fcr his reference to
Spain's participeticn in the present.ssssion. :

Mr, TNuMI (Tunisia) exoressed his Government's grest satisfacticn at
Nigeria's membership. [Nigeris was cne I the most impcrtant ccuhtries in africa
and he was sure that it would make an cutstanding contributicn to the work and
discussions of the CONTRsCTING P.RTIZS.

,
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Mr, RANGANATHAN (India), in welcoming Nigeria as a contracting party, stressed
the importance of Africa in the future develepment of world trade and the important
rdle which Nigeria was likely to play,

Mr. TOWNLEY (Rhodesia and Nyasaland) welcomed the accession of Nigeria and
the participation of Portugal in the work of the CONTRACTING PnRTIES,

Mr. SUBARDIO (Indonesia) expressed the hope that Nigeria!s membership would
strengthen the pnsition of the less-developed countries in GATT,

Mr, VALLADAO (Brazil) associeted his delegation with the welcome extended to
Nigeria by other representatives, 4t the same time he welcomed Spain and Portugal,
with whom his country had close historical ties. He also expressed the hope that,
before the end of the seventeenth session, Argentinals provisional accession to the
GLTT would be an accomplished fact,

Mr,. 4DATR (United States) warmly weleomed Nigeria as a contracting party.

2. Adoption of agenda (L/1307 end 4dd.1)

The CHAIRMAN referred to the provisional agenda for the session, which was
contained in documents 1/1307 and Add.l,

Mr, TOWNLEY (Rhodesia and Nyasaland) said that his Government wished to seek
authority to enter into renegotietions under Article XXVIII:) and requested that
this item should be included on the agenda for the session., -

This was agreed.

Mr, PERERA (Ceylon) referred to the decisimn of the Council to defer until
the eighteenth session the review under Article XVIII:6, The release referred to
in item 6 of the agenda was due ta expire on 2 December 1960 and his Government
requested that consideration of this item should likewise be deferred until the
eighteenth session, Mr, Perera quoted figures to indicate that the interests of
CONTRACTING Pi/RTIES would not suffer in any way,

It was agreed that there should be a short discussion on Ceylon's request at
the next meeting of the CONTRACTING PARTIES,

The EXECUTIVE SECRET4LRY referred to the consultations which certain cumtracting
parties had held with Italy under Artiele XXII:1 during the intersessicnal period. )
He had been Chairmen for these consultations, and he hoped to make a brief report
to the CONTRACTING PARTIES after further discussion with the contracting parties
concerned,

The agenda proposed for the session in documents L/1307 end 4dd,l, together
with the additional item, “Article XXVIII:4 - Request by Rhodesia and Nyasaland",

was adopted,
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The CHATRMAN then commented on certain items on the agende, In connexion
with Item 2 he recalled that when the programme for the eXpansion of international
trade was inaugurated at the thirteenth ‘session, it was understood that the
CONIRACTING P~RTIES themselves would co-ordinate and supervise the work of the
three Committees which were then appointed., Thus, under this item, it was
intended to afford contracting parties an spportunity to comment on the progress
achieved under ti.e programme as a whole =nd to meke any statements of a general
character which they might consider to be relevant to the responsibilities of the
CONIRACTING PARTINS in all the matters covered by the programme.,

Commenting on item 3 the Chalrman, having explained that sub-item (a) related
to the consultations at present being conducted by the Committsee on Balance-of-
Payments Restrictions, said that it had been customary, at the last session in
each year, to refer to the Committee sub-items (b) and (c¢), Sub-item (b)
related to the annual repnrt under article XIV:1(g) and, if it were agreed that
the sub-item should be dealt with by the Committee on Balance-of-Payments
Restrictions, the draft being prepared by the secretariat would be referred direct
to the Committee. Sub-item (¢) concerned the arrangements for consultaticms in:
1961 under Articles XII:4(b), XIV:1(g) and XVIIT:12(b). It was agreed that sub-
items (b) and (c) of item 3 should be referred to the Commitiee on Balance-of-—
Payments Restrictions with the request that the Committee should ; before the end
of the session, submit to the CONTRACTING PARTIES reports on sub-items (a), (b)
and (¢) of item 3, o

In connexion with item 13 the Chairman put forward for the ~onsideration of
the CONTRACTING P.iRTIES the suggestion that, meinly because of the very heavy
agende before the @ONIRACTING P.RTIES but also taking into acccunt the intemsive
work on commodity problems being undertaken in other international orgenizations ’
the Working Party on Commodities should not meet this year, He proposed that
this suggestion should be considered at the next meeting of the CONTRACTING
PARTIES,

This was agreed.

3. trder of business (W.17/2)

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the proposals distributed by the Executive
Secretary in document W.17/2.

The CONTRACTING P4RTIES took note of the proposals in document W.17/2 and
of the comments on these proposals made by various representatives. The
Chairman said that these comments would be teken into account when the timing
of the discussion of the items concerned was being finally decided.

The meeting adjourned at 4,25 p.n.



