GENERAL AGREEMENT ACCORD GENERAL SUR  XESTRISTED

ON TARIFFS AND LES TARIFS DOUANIFRS GATT/CEL33
13 Septembe§94g
ERADE | - EF LE C'OMMERCE A ORIGINAL:ENGLISH

CONTRACTING PARTIES

APPLICATION OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE

OUTSIDE THE CUSTOMS TERKITORY OF mivmmp STATES

The'fbllowing gtatement has been received from the Govern-

ment of the United States of Amerioa:

Reference‘is made to a statement by the .representative af
the United States, at the Thi?d Session 5f the CONTRACTING
PARTIES, relativétto.the application of tﬁe éeneral Agreement
to cnstoms territories for which theé United States has inter-
national responsibility‘othér than the customs territ.ry of

the United States (GATT/CP.3/SR.5,p.5). There follows the
text of a note,:presented in g matter that has now tLeen

. satisfactorily adjusted, which explains the situation somewhet

"The Emdassy of the United States of America presents
its compliments to the Ministry of State of the Republic
of Cuba, and has the honer to refer to previous conversa-
tingo which have been lisld between representatives of our
two governments relative to the application of the General
Agreement on Tariffs apd Trade pbetween the Republic of = -
Cuva and various territories apnd possessions of the United
States and the Canal Zone, and ta decrese No. 4414 of the
Ministry of the Treasury of Cuba dated December 22, 1948,

"Acocording to paragreph 2 of this decree Cuba will con-
sider the Geperal Agreement as applicable tn territeories
ocoutside the customs territory of the United States thirty
days from the recsipt by the Secretary~General of the
United Nations of a notlce of application nf the Agreement
to such territories. This languagse. implies thet the
Cuban Goversment interprets paragraphs 1 and 2 of the
Protoceol of Provisional Application nf the General Agreement
3g limiting the effectiveness of the General Agrement
o the "metiopolitan territory"” of the United States until
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- 8uch a notiee of application to other territories is given
to the Secretary-General 1n.accordance with paragrapﬂ 2

thereof.

"It will be neted, &owever, that e parenthetiocal quali~
fication as te aignature *in respect ot its metropolitan
territory" is not incluaed fellowing the anumeration of
the United States in paragraph 1, as is the case with the
enumeration of Belgium and several other countries. In
view ¢of this unqualified refsrence to the United States .
in paragraph 1, the signature of the United States to the
protocol was intended to aprly to all territories for whioch
the Upited States has ipternational responsibility. These
include in sdditien to these included ip the customs
territory ef the Ynited States (that is, principelly, Alaska,
Hawaii, and Puerto Rico), the Virgin Ielands, Guam, Ameriocen
Samoa, Weke Island, Midway Islands, Kingmean Reef, the Cunal
Zone , and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.
Consequently the United States considers that the General
Agreement has applied between these territories and Cubsa
since January 1, 1948, and that it is unnecessary for the
Cudan Govermment tpQ await any further action by the United
States Govermment. before applyir§ the Gemeral Agreerent with
respect to these territories.

"A oopy of this note is being sent to the Executive
Secretary of the Interim Commission for apn Interzational
Trade Organization with the suggestion that, in view of
this question that has hgen raised with respect to appli-
cation of the General Agreemeunt to these territories; he
might oconsider it appropriate to circulate the text of the

note to all the contracting parties.

"The Embassy avails itself of this opportunity to renew
to the Ninistry of State the assurances of its highest

consideration.

"Habana, Cuba, March 23, 1943",



