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ORIGIN. L :LNCLISH

CONTRACTING P.iRTIES

CUSTOMS FORMLLITIES
' RULING ON TARIFF CL/SSIFIC.TICHN

IN THE UNITED ST..TES

The Unitzd States Dc’cgutlon has furnishzd for the information of the
Contracting Parties a copy of the following Press Relzesc releing to a
Trecasury decision which is intended to cxpeditc immortations into the Unitcd

Statecs :

"Secretary Snyder announced today that the Burcou of Customs nas
established procedurcs whercby forcign tiaders cin obtain in advence of
import-tion inte the Unit.d States, formal rulings of thc tariff classifi-
c¢ation of merchandise :nd the rate of duty to be applicd,

"Prank Dow, Commissioncr of Cuutomg, said the cetion is onc of the most
imsortont steps tsken in the Burcau's continuing program of proccdurcl
immrovement to mect modern trade nceds, Whilc .drlso:y owinions hcve been
poi:sible wnder exigsting regulatl ons the new provision mekcs it cosicr for
the importer to Se cortain of hew the murchundlw he wisacs to bring into
the United Sta .cs will be trcated for tariff purposcs, :nd thus what his

"l:nded ceosts" will be.

"Taen the new provisLons arce utilized by tnc forcign trador, the possi-
biliti.s of a ficld officer's determinciion buing overruled by highor
cuutoms officials without notice, or of diffcrent  tariff trcatment of the

same merchendise at different ports »f cntry, are climincated,

"Worcign tradc may thus Lc stimulatcd to the extent that the: greater
certainty in regzird to customs churges malics ~ossible freer commitments by

United Statcs 1m;ort»rs.

"In the unusual situation in which a furthcr study of lcgel rcquire-
ments might indicate a revision involving higher duty on a subscquent
on;pmvnt such action ould b-. talien only aftcr :otice hes been given tnd

v;ruscntutions of intcerested tradcrs hove “een considered. Then any
incrcasc found nccessary would toke offcet only aftver 30 doys hod clapscd
from publication of & formal decision,

"The need for greater certainty in the custo o cW“s.lficauian '“occdurc
viag onc of the points most cmphasized in discussi-ns lnst yeor bot
United States officials and trode :nd customs reprosentativ s of a numbcr
of forcign countrics., :

"Thc now wroccdure opurntes as follows:
"Prospective importors or forcign
Commigsioncr of Customs for o ruling s to
article., If they fuinish all information necessaly ©o o decls.on, such os
5*001flcumﬂonu, compOHunt materials, chier use, .te,, or if the information
is othermrise available to customs uuthoritics, o deelsion s to the toriffl
clogsification of the articlce will be nede, cven in advance of its importatiom.
Vhere practicable, o representative sample should e uubMLtbbd woth the
“prllo tion, .

"If the decis.on appcars to be of sulfici:nt dimportonce
trede, it will be sublished in thae weckl Tecosury Deecisims, ond will
becone & "uniform and cstablished proctice", not subject to huministr&tiv:
camge to o highr rote without the Lﬂr wl notice emd the 30 doy wnding

perind, The wolting peried Tor oficeting o cirnze will not apply where
judicicl decisions,

crport. rs may wply ir writing to the
5 tho beriff clossificocion of an

to the import

higner dutics come about through chongses in 1ow or
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Tmf’rﬁ"ssr‘*fcz[ i OF PROSPRCTIVE
HEORTS -~ CUSTONS SEGUL4rTONS A1ENDED

Custows Regulsi-ng of 1943 amcnded by cdding ncw
scoticn to srovidc 2 droccdure for obts ~ining
d00101~ns on toriff clessificotion *n ”dVﬁnCu_
of irmort-tion in cmurcrcicl quantizies and  £6
insurc publishcd notice bofsrc such dccisions
oy be chonged to impos: nlecncr nglus.‘

1'3;-J.TRY o=, _.LTT,ZENI'

OFFICE OF .#E COiL ISSION R OF CU3TOMS
UASHINGION, D. C.

‘0 COLLECTONS O CUSTOIR C? OTHT2S CONCIRNID:

Fa]

TITLE 19 - CUSIONS DUTIES
- CHAPTR I =- BU.TAU OF CUS1OHS
Pert 16 -- LIQUIDATION OF DULIES

"In ordcr to rcduce to a minimum such unccrtointy as mey exist in the
ninds of Hrospective importcrs ond forcign cxsorters os to tiv r%tos of duty
hpollcwolc to earticles 1mpnrtca 1nto the Unitcd Suatus, it is desired to
nmoke administrative decisions on teriff claossification binding to the fullest
cxtent possible undor cxisting lew., The Customs Regul. tions of 1943 arc

therefore being amended bty adding thercto o scctvon ‘outlining & proccdvrc to
cffcet this purposc, :

"Prospective importcrs and foreign cwportcrs moy wpvly in writing to
the Comnissien.r of Cus»oms, ashington 25, D. C,, for a ruling os to thc
toriff clussific iisn of any article which they contcemplite importing into,
or exparting to, the Unitcd States. If they furnish all inlormmtion neces-
sary to a dccisisn, or if the informetion is otherwisc cvailable to the
customs *uchorlulcs, deeision s to the toriff classificot.on of the ar-
ticle will be mnde, cven in tdvonce of its imortation,

"When it agspecrs thot a substanticl volune of imports 7ill be affocted
by tic decision, or the dudkicn for othcr roasons is of "sufficicnt importonce,
it will bz wublishcd in the wockly Treasury Decicions “cnd wrill not be changed
by cny further odminist.ar ™ o deeigdon of the Commdssioncr im-osing a higher

rate of duty on the :orticle cxeept ofter o notice thot o p0551blc change is
undur considerati-n has boen sublished in the Fedral Register and the portics
in intcrcst hove boen given on opportunity to nake rcpruscntatlons to tha
Commissioncr in support .f o cwntinuct on of the prlor decision, If after
«. consideration of the reprosc.totions in the light of all controlling
foctors the Commissioncr finds that o corruct intnrpr<tution of the law makes
a rcversal of the prior decision nccossary, the now declsion will be published
in the weckly Trcasury Deeisions. It will be eficetive only as to articles
entored for consumntion or withdrawm from worchous for consumption on ond
2fter the ecxpiration of 30 doys aftir such date of publication,

"The notice nroccdure is opplicable only in the case of adiministrotive
rulings. If o chronge te hirhor dutics comcs obout as a result of statutory
cnactment judicial decision, or Presid-ntisicl proelamntion, the notice pro-
cedure is inawplicoble. '

"As a furthcr step in introdueciag c.rtointy in the ficld of toriff
classification, thc cmendment orovid.s that in any case vhere therc has been
“on established cnd unilorm practice i fssessing  dutilcs con ~n dmported
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crticle, no higher dutics will be imposcd by an administrative ruling of the
Commissioner until after a notice of the possibility of such a ruling has
been published in the Federsl Register and the parties in interest given én
opportunity ‘to submit wrritten arguments ageinst the action undcr considers
ation, If 2 ruling imposing thc higher Qutics is issued, it will, of coursc,
not be cffective until after the cxpiration of the 30-dey period previously
rcferred to, -

"In vicw of thc forcgoing, Fart 16 of thc Customs Rcgul ticns of 1943
(19 CFR Part 16), is hcoreby amendcd by adding a new scetion 16,102, rceding
os follows:

. "16,10a Tarifi clossificotion of prospcctive imports, -
(a) Any »rospective imporicr or forecign crporters may apply
in writing to thc Commission.r of Customs, Washington 25,
D, C., for a ruling as to thc teriff clas:ification of any
article which hz intends to import into or ship to the
Unitcd States in commercial quentitics. The applicaticn
shall centein o full description of cach article. The
opnlication shell also give the following information,
unlcss it 1s clcar thot it will be of no value in determining
the teriff classification of the article : (1) the res-
pective guantitics and valucs of thce componcnt matcrials

of vhich thc articlc is composed; (2) information as to

its chicf usc «nd comm.reicl designotion in the United
Sotes; ond (3) any specific:lions, cnalyscs, or othcr in-
formotion decmed nceessary to o toriff clossificaiion of
the article, Waencver procticcble, o somplce of the article
should be submitted with the apnlicrtion.

"(b) If the Commissioncr is satisficd (1) that the
apolication is mede in good faith by on import.r or forcign
exnorter who is properly ond dircetly concerned with the
tariff classificotion of the article described; (2) that the
information submitted or otherwise avoileble is cdequate for
a considered deecision; ond (3) thot thc ruling ap:licd for
ig not clreody covered by a controlling published dccision,
the Commit zioncr will rule on the tariff clossificntion of
the article. A copy of the decision will be mailsd to the
applicant., The decision will be published in the weckly
Trcosury Decisions if it will affect o substanticl volume
of imports or if it is for any other rcason of sufficicnt
importance to Jjustify such »Hublicotion.

"(¢) Any dccis.on published pursuant to subscction (b)
sholl be dcemed to establish o unifcxrm practice within the
meaning of scetizon 315, Tariff Act of 1930, as amended., Tnc
decision will not be changed by & furth r ruling of the Com--
missioner to immosc highcr Jutics on such on article unless
the prior decision should prove to be clearly wrong. VWhen
it cppcars to the Commissioncr that o corrcet interprctation
of the low may rcquire such o ruling, notice that the prior
ruling is undcr revicw will be published in the Federal
Register so that the nartics in interest will have an op-
portunity to moke such written submissions as they desire,
within a period wich will be specificd in the netice, with
respect to the corsstness of the contempleted action, If
efter the consideration of such submissions os may be
received the Commimdioner issues o ruling imposing highor
dutics, it vill be effgctive only as to merciiondisc entored
for consumption or withdiam from varchousce for consumption
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on cor oftor the siplroti-n of 30 doys aftcr the date of
publiciieon of such ruling in the weekly Troosury Do
cisions, 1lla :

"(d) The notice wrocedurc outlined in peracroph (c)
will be opplicd clso in ony othir casc in which the .
Comriissioncr belicves that a correet inicrprototion
of thc law mny roquire the idsusnce of on administra-
tive rulin® imposing hizher dutizs on on imported
article thon hos been assessed under on cstoblished
ond uniform practice. (Sces. 502, 624, 46 Stot, 731,
759519 U.8,C,-1502, 1624,) .. . . ‘

MRINK  DOW
Commissioner of Customs"

(Signed) JOHM W. SWIDIR
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Scerotory of thc

11z :
The procc@uro’outlln:d in-piragre h () is net ep-licable to chang s
roquired o siatutory cnoctment, judicial Geeision, or Presidential
proclomotion,



