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GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRATE e [

Second Session of the Contrdcting Parties

PROFOSED RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR SESSIONS OF ZJ“‘Z
THE CONTRACTTNG PARTIES

(Item 1 of the Provisional Agenda)

CHAPTER I « AGENDA

jéule L

The provisional agenda for each session shall be drawn up by the
Secretery in consultation with the Chelrman and shall be commmicated o
‘the contracting parties at least three weeks before the date of meeting.
It shall be open to any contracting party to propose items for inclusion
in this provisional agenda up to one month from the date of meeting,

ule 2 ' ' ‘

The first item of business et each session shall be the consideration

and approval of an agenda.
/ Rule 3 . \
The sgenda msy be amended at any 'time,z:f priority given to certain
items,

. CHAPTER II - CREDENTIALS

ule L

Bach contracting verty as defined in[irticle XAXII as emenied of]the
General Agreement on Tariffs end Trade shall be represented by an
accredited representative.

/ Rule 5

. Each representetive may be accompanied by such altermate

representatives and advisers as he may require.
‘/Rulé 6 | ‘

The credentisls of representatives shall be submlitted to the Secretary
et least one week before the opening of e meeting. They shall take the
form of a communication from oxr on behalf of the Minister of Forelgn
Affairs authorizing the representstive to perform on behalf of the
contracting party the fumctions indicated in Article XXV of the Gensral

‘ [Agreement on
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Agreement on Taxriffs and Trade. The Chalrman after consulting with the )
Secretary shell draw attentlon to any case wkere a representative has
omltted to present his credentials in due time and form.

CHAFTER III - OBSERVERS

Rule 7
[ The representetives of countries signatories at Havana of the Final
Act adopted at the conclusion of the United Natlons Conference on Trade
and Emplo:%m%u;kh‘n’ave not ‘oeécme contracting perties msy attend
meetings Lin the capaclty of observers participating in the discussioni?
Bule 8

Representatives of other governments snd of inter-govermental
orgenizations may participate in the meetings without vote on the invitatlon
of the contracting parties :z Ak WLM w,(& Y

CHAFTER IV ~ OFFICERS E L

Rule 9 \»..MM—-\ . .
A Chairmen and a Vice-Chairman shall be elected from among the !

representatives, | y They shall each hold office for & period of one year.
Rule 10 -

. If the Chairmen is ‘ebsent from ary meeting or part thereof, the

Vice-Chairvuian shall presids,
Rule 11

If the Cheirman ceases to represent a contracting parby or is so
incepacitated that he can no longer hold office, the Vice-Chairman shall
become Chairman,
Rule 12 _

The Vice-Chairmen acting as Chalrmen shall have the same powers and
duties.as the Chairman.
Rule 13

The Chairman or the Vice-Chairmen acting as Chalrmen shall normally
perticipate in the proceedings as such and ‘nm". as the representative of &
contracting perty. He mey, however, at any time remuest that he be
permitted to act in elther capacity.
Rule 1k

[Frovision for Secreteriat Services/

CHAPTER V- CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Rule 15 '

A simple majori‘by of the contracting pa.rties shall constitute a
quorum,

[Bule 16



GATT/CP.2/3
rage

-

/Rule 16

In addition to exercismg the powers conferred ubon him elsewhere by
these rules, ; the Cheirmen shall declare the opening emd closing of each
meeting, shall direct the dlscussion, accord the right to speak, put
questions to the vote, announce decisions, rule on points of order and,
subJect to these rules, have compiete combrol of the proceedings. The
Chalrman may elso call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevente

‘/{ule 17

During the discussici of any matbter a representa'biVe may raise e
point of order. In this case the Chaiymen shall immedistely state his
ruling., If his ruling is challenged, the Chairmen shall immediately submit

<~ 1t/for decision and it shall stand wnless overruled,.
g 18

During the discussion of any matter a representative may move the
adjowrnment of the debate. Any such motion shall have priority. In
additlon to the proposer of the motion, one representative may be allowed
to spesk In favour of, and two representatives against, the motion.

ule 19 o |
A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate. In
addition to the mover of the motion, not more than cne represeubative nay
be granted permission to speak in favour of the motion and not more than
‘two- representatives may be granted permission to speak agalnst the motion,
after which the motion shall be put to the vote immediately.
xule 20

During the course of a debate the Chairman may announce the list of

speakers and, with the consent of the meeting, declare the 1ist closed.

Hs may, however, accord e right of reply to any' representative 1f a

spesch delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this desireble.
ﬁ_ﬂ._e 21 b

The Chalrman, with the consent of the contracting partles, may limit
the time allowed to each speaker., '
ule 22

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in wfiting
and circulated to all representatives not later than twelve hours before
the commencement of the meeting at which they are to be discussed.

Rule 2
, If two or more proposals are moved relating to the same question, the
mee'bing shall first vote on the most Par-reaching proposa.l and ‘thén on
_the next most fa.r—reaching proposal and so on. |
/Rule 24
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‘/“mae 2k
‘ When an amendment 1s moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be put

to the vote :L’irst end if i1t is adopted, the amended proposal shall then
ve nut to the vote,

‘Tule <H
YT Yhen two or more emendments are moved to a propo.,al sy the meeting shall
vote first on the amendmen“cs farthest removed in substance from the
original proposal, then, 1f necessary, on the amendment next farthest
removed, and so on until all the amendments have been put to the vote.
Y> \o\ & s\ CHAPTER VI - VOTING

/ Rule 26

Ixcept as otherwlse specified in the Gen.era.l A@'eement on Tar tjjf"
end ‘Trade, declsions shell be taken by & majority of the hwhes peshe -
Pule 27

\/ ' \J iy

Tach contracting par'by sh3l) be entlitled to one vote.

CHAPTER VII - COMMITTEES
Tule 20
Such committess and sub-committees as may be-necessary may be
established,

Rule 29

A simple majority of the members of a ccmmittee shall constitube
a quorum. ’
Zule 30

The provislions of Rules 15 to 27 shall be applied in the proceedings
of r:omni'b'bees.

, CHAPTER VIII - LANGUAGES
Tule 31

Subject to the nprovisions of Rule 32, English and French shall be
the working languages.
Rule 32

A dsclsion, by unanimous agreement, may be taken at =any meeting %o
adopt a rule of procedure regarding interpretatlions of a more simple
character than Rule 31, '

. CHAFTER IX ~ RECORDS
Rule 33

Simnnary records of the meetings of the contracting perties shall be
kent by the Secretariat, They shall be sent as soon as possible to all
renresentatives who suall inform the Secretariat not later than twenty-four
/hnurs after
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hours after the circufition of the svmmary record of any changes they
wish %o have made: '
Rule 3%

Cormittees may decide to adopt zecords of s more simple form than
those mentioned in Rule 33,

CHAFTER X = PUBLICITY OF MEETINGS
Rule 35 -

The meetings of the comtracting parties and of committees shall
ordinarily be held in private. It may be deci&éd that & particular meeting
or meetings should be held in public.

Rule 36 Chs.

After a private meeting hes besn held, the Secreiany, vEkebive—

an; may laste a communique to the press.
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