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With reference to Item 9 of the fgenda and as
announced by the Chairman at the third meeting. of the Second
Session of the Contracting Parties, the following countries
have indicated thelr interest in acceding to the Gencral
Agreecnent on Tariffs and Trade and in entering into tariff
negotiations with the present Contracting Parties :

Dennark is interested in acceding to the General igrecment
and the Danish observers will be authorized to discuss the
arrangenent of Danish tariff negotiations with ‘the present
Contracting Parties,

Finlapd 1is interested in principle in acceding to the General
Agrecemnent and in entering Into tariff negotiations with the
present Contracting Partics,

Haitl considers favourably the possibility of adhering in
the near future to the General Agrcement on Tariffs and
Trade, :

Sweden would be interested in acceding at an early date to
the General Agreement and would bhe preparcd to cnter into
the necessary tariff rntegotiations with the present
Contracting Partics,

The Executive Secretary has since been advised fron New

York that the Irish Governnent has not had the opportunity
of giving adequate conslderation to the implication in
acceding to the Gencral jAgrecnent or beconing a Mcmber of

the ITO, It further advises that it 1s exanining these
" quecstions as expeditiously as possible and wishes to be kept
informed of the proceedings of thc present Contracting
Parties, including any arrangements for scheduling future
tariff negotiations.

The Italian Pcermancnt Obscrver to the Econonic
Coimissien for Europc’ ih Geneva has written as follows:

"In accordance with tho instructions which I have
.received from my Governnent, I have the honour to inform
you- that the Governnment of the Italian Republic is
prepared to accede to Gencral Jgrccnent on Tariffs and
Trade, the Final fict of which was adopted at Genceva on
30 Oc%ober 19 7 and was ancnded by the Protocols signed
at Havana on 24 March 1948, It is rcady to onter into
‘nogotiations for thils purposc with the Contracting Parties
to the said Agreenent with a vicew to detoernining the
conditions governing such accesslon.
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"The Itallan Government states at the outset that the
accession in question should be regarded as being given
cn behalf of the metropolitan territory and of any other
territorics r.presented by it internationally. .

"The Italian Governnent, whilc anxious to cnter into
negotiations as soon as possible with a view to the said
accession, has the honour to point out that such neg-
otiations can take place only on the basis of the new
custons tariff, now in an advanced stage of preparation,
This tarlfif, moreover, wlll have to tike account of the
conclusion, considercd irminent, of the Italo-French
Custons Union, and will thus have to be so drafted as to
be replaceable at a given nonent by the tariff of the
Italo~French Custons Union., The Italian Governnent is
considering action to cxpedite the formulation of the
.new tariff, but is unable at present for thec reasons
stated above, to indicate when these negotiations can
be begun," '




