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We have now completed the work of the Second Session
of the Contracting Parties. .

This may be regarded as the first test of the provisions
of Article XXV of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
for periodic meetings of reprosentatives of the Contracting
Parties for the purpose of giving effect to those provisions
of the ‘Agreement which involve joint action and, generally,
with a view to facilitating the operation and furthering the
objectives of the Agreement. From this point of view we can
regard the Second Session as an unqualified success. We
have met to consider a number of most difficult and complex
problems and we have dealt with them in that spirit of co- .
operation and good-will which from the outset has character-
ized the attitude which led our different countries to con-
clude the General Agreement. The Contracting Parties have
proved themselves to be a very vital force.

Our session has lasted much longer than we had anti-
cipated. I do not think we need make any excuse for this.
It is simply due to the variety and complexity of the prob-
lems with which we had to deal. It is important, however,
that for future sessions we should, in advance, make pro-
vislion for ample time in which to deal with the items on the
agenda,

We have made arrangements for the scheduling of a second
round of tariff negotiations to commence next April. The

" chief purpose of these negotiations is to permit the accession

of new countries to the General Agreement. This is important

because, as I said in my statement at the opening of the

Session, we must not give the impression that we have in any

way constituted ourselves into a sort of exclusive club,

We need from time to time the infusion of new blood through

the accession of other cocuntries fto the General Agreement.

. Only in this way ean the Contracting Parties mailntain that

dynamic quality which is now one of our most notable char- |,

acteristics.

We have provided for the replacement of particular
provisions in Part II of the General Agreement with the
corresponding provisions of the Havana Charter and have also
provided for amendments %o Part I and Article XXIX of the
Agreement, I believe that this should complete the
necessary modifications of the General Agreement prior to
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the comlng into force of the Charvier. It would be a bad
thing if we got into the habilt cf amending the General
Ligreement at each session of the Contracting Parties. Now
that we have hnd a Sherough discussicn of The question of
modifications of the Ceneral fgreoment we should be aktle to
leave the fLgreement untouched untlil the Havana Charter enters
into force; after which time L bo"&orn there will be little
need to consider further medifications of the Agreemenu.

It the ~“harter does net encer into force ot the time we antil-
cipate, thore is provision in Lyticle ZXIX which wlll enable
the Corntracting Partics to & the sitnation which will
be created theraby.
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We have madc tho nscessary ariangemence to regulate,
on an informal basis, the roiations bdtweén the Contracting
Parties aud the International Mouct.ry Funa prlor to the
coming intov force of the Havana Charvter. We have also taken
the first stevs loouing towards the sywecial exchange agree-
ments betwoen the th1 "ft ng Parties ana these contracting
parties whe are nov nmembers of the Inbtornaticnal Monetary
Fund. :

We have baken the very Zoportant sted cf working out
procedures for dealiing with ﬂvceptxuqu' mecasiures which any
of the contraching pa ?ties nay find 71 necessary teo take in
accordance withi the provisions of Jwtlcle ZXVIIT of the
Agreement. :

U“Q

Besides to ang all rhosa constwuctive steps we have had
to deal with ~ number of gpeeial prOJWvd- v?oatod by diffi-
culties which have arisen in -:Jnnecl:'iO‘n wi.th the application
of the Genbvql “gfeuneﬁt DV certain: Lubnb“lOS' We have
tackled those problems in 2 zpirit of understanding of the
difficultics of the countfzos concairned ~nd have made the
necessary adjusitments tc onanle Jhem te decal with these
difficuluies. Tt 1s inovitahlie thol in the caze of
instrument such as the General Lgreaneny problems of this
~kind shouil arise in the carly stages oI ius operation.

When the General Lgieanient was be 'ng ¢rafted it could not be

forescen what specia’ dirfienltie- of fthis kind would arise,
and hence all of them could not be coverad by Th: more general
provisions cf fhu lgroomaent . The sgrecient, nowever, does
provide for mea of dealing with oyoc|u' ZL reanstances and

from now on it *b nnyu;tah, thnt any adjuszinents that may be
found necessary shoald be made withiin fthe b(Oﬁe of these
provisions rather than by roeorting to such an exceptional
measure as -hhe waiving »f obligations under fvticle XXV,

We have scen evidence at this ossion of the embarrass-
ment that mny be caused by the failure of 2 contracting
party to scernG o represeatative to "ke vart in our delib-
erations, I hope that this will never cceeur again and that
at the succceding sessions of the Uuniracting rarﬁies each
and evewmy one ol the Qﬁt?aCuiﬂg pw;bj@ will be represented.
The General Jgreement ceoafers righits u 0 involves ob-
ligations. Tnis is trve of °1L e acli international
co-operation,; and surely tho least oue 1 t all the ob=-
ligations impcsed by the Cnnﬂ"al Lgre $ thal of sending
a representative tTo take part in our di ion of common
problens,
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On behalf of all of the reprcecsentatives of the Con-
tracting Parties, I wish to extend our most sincere thanks
to Mr. Wyndham White and to all the members of his Secre-
tariat for the effective assistance they have given us.,
Through the fact that our meetings overlapped with those
of the Executive Cormittee of the Interin Commission for 1ITO,
a heavy burden was placed upcn the -Secretariat. They have
borne this burden cheerfully and the assistance they have
given us has not been impaircd thereby.

The same applies to our genial interpreters. We have
been fortunate to have with us intcrpreters whom we all know
well through the work which they did for us in the Tariff
Agrecment Committeec last year. On bchalf of you all I
extend to them our gratitude for the excellent work they have
performed.

Last, but not least, we must acknowledgec our debt to
Mr. Moderow and all members of his staff at the European
headquarters of the United Nations. Not only have they
provided us with these very comfortable roons in which we
have held our meetings, but through the administrative
services under Mr, Evans they have given us admirable help
under most difficult conditions. This particularly applies
to the distribution of documents and the translation services,
.as we arrived here at a time when a session of the Economle
and Social Commission was in progress and we are lcaving
while a number of other meetings are being held in Geneva,
as well as on the eve of the General Lsscnmbly at Parils.
We are all grateful for the cheerful and efficlent way 1in
which the members of the United Nations staff have done their
best to accommodate us,

Finally, I wish to thank all representatives of the
Contracting Parties for the co-operation they have shown the
Chair in enabling us to get through our heavy agenda in a
thorough but expeditious manner.

We can view with satisfaction what we have accomplished
at this session, and can now rest assured that the Contract-
ing Partles have embarked, under the aegis of the General
Agreement, upon a path of steady development and constructive
work for the good of all. However, we must not relax our

vigilence. We must take care to sce that nothing is done
which will rctard the steady progress made to date, or perhaps
even take us back rather than forward. In spite of the evi-

dence of sturdy growth which this session has demonstrated,
the General Agreenent still needs to be treated with care
and attention if it is to fulfill those high hopes we all
placed upon it when the negotiations at Geneva were con-
cluded last October. It is in this spirit thet I hope all
representatives of Contracting Parties will return to thelr
respective countries and prepare the ground for our Third
Session.



