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ORIGINAL: ENGCLISH
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON T&RIFFS AND TRLDE
Centracting Parties
Third Session
Interin Agreenent for o Custons Union

betweon
The Union of Scuth Africa and Southorn Rhodesia

The following is an extract fron coununicaticng recoived
~fron the Governments of the Unicn of Scuth Afrisza and of South-
ern Rhodesla:

" ceeo to state, for the information of the CONYRACTING
PARTIES to the General Agrecnent con Tariffs and Trade, that
a Customs Unlon (Interin) Agreenent was concluded bhetween
the Governnent of the Unlon of Scuth Africa ond the Govern-
rnent of Southern Rhodesia on 6th December, 1948,

"2, Forty copies of the Agreecnent a.s being forwarded by
surface n0il for distribution amonngst the contracting parties.

"3, In terns of Article 28 thercof, the two Governnments
have decided that the Agrcencnt shall crnter into force on
1st April, 1949.

"L, In order to enablc thc contracting parties to ap=-
preciate nore readily the circcunstances which Lave given rise
to the conclusicn of the Custons Unicn (Interin) JAgreenent,

I append a brief c¢xplanation of the basis con which the trade
relrntisns Dbetuween the Union of Scuth Africa and Southern
Rhodesia have hitherto been regulnted,

"5, DPricr to 1930 therc existed 2 customs unirn between
the two countries. This position had obtaincd since before
the fornnticn of the Unin of South Africa in 1910, ~nd
during 2ll these years the two countrics had o coimon tariff
and, subject to a few excepticns, a free interchrnge of
domestic products. These principles were cnbodied in the
Custoris Union Ccnventions «f 1906, 1910 and the subsequent
revisions thercof.

"6, The first impertant departurc f{ron the principle of
frce trnde was contained in the Cushens Agreencnt of 1924
in terrnis wherecof the importation into cither country cf
certain comnodities was ploaced uwnder quota.

"7, In 19-0 the Agreenent was revised and whilst the -
principle of a frec interchansge of products beitwecn the Union -
and Southern Rhodesia was stilli maintained provisicn was nade
for Southern Rhodesia to institute its own custons toriff,

"8, The rrinciple of o froc interchonge of products was
abandened under the Trade Agrcenent of 1935 which provided
fcr the free interchanse between the two countries of only
2 linited nuwiber of articles whilst all other zoods were
nade dutiable ot preferentinl rates,
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"9, In 1945 the two Govermnents, after having reviewed
the operatiocn of the 1935 Trade dgrecitent, came to the con-
clusicn that it would be to their nutuel advantaze to restore
the principle of a frce interchange cf donestic products '
which had rrevicusly characterisced their conrnicrcial relations.,

"10, Officials of the two Governmcnts irmediately
started exploratory discussi ns with a vicw to devising
practical neasures for achieving this object, Towdrds the
latter half of 1946 their work had advanced sufficiently to
enable the two Governrients to cormence with the negotia-
ticns which culninated in the signature of the Custons Union
(Interin) Agreenent. These negotiatiuns were frequently™
interrupted as a result cf other demands nade on the linlted
nanpower of the two Governnents, and were only ccrnpleted
tgwargs the end of 1948 when the Agroenient was finally
signed. . .

"11, The Agreencent ains ot focilitnting the removal of all
custons and other trode barriers between the two countries
and the re~establishment of a Customs Unicn, ~nd is the first
step towards restoring the principle of free~trade.

"2, In terns of Article XXIV of the General Azrceement of
Tariffs and Trade an intarin agrecnent of this nature nust
include a definite plan and schedule for the attaimment of”
o Custons Union within a reasoncble length of time., In this
connection the followingzg provisious of the Custons Union
(Interim) Agreenent between thc Union of Scuth Africa and
Scuthern Rhodesin are pertinent:- -

"(i) The Precanble which stotes ‘that the Agreement aims
at the ultinnte re~estoblishrient of a Custous

(11) Union between the two countries. S

ii Azticlg 1(b) which cdefines thc term "Transition

period™ os used in the Agrcemcnt in connecticn
with the naintencnce cf certain temporary re-
strictions on the trade between the two terri-
tories.

n(441) Article 2 and Annecxure”A which provide for the
constitution, composition and functions of 2 full=-
tine Southerwa Afvice Custonms Union Ccuncil. "To
this body has been entrusted the responsibility off
surervising the inpleuentaticn of the oinms and pur-
roscs of the Agrconent and to malke recormendations

- %o the two Governments.,

"(iv) Articles 3 ond 8 in which the two Govermments have.
undertaken to study the measures necessary for the
elinination of all tariffs ond rezulatiocns re-
strictive of the ccimerce betwoen their respective
territ-rics and hnve affirnced their ultinate ain
to re-~establish a custons union.

n(v) Article 13 in terns wherecf the two Governnients
hove agreed to werk towords the adcpticn of a
cormon customs tariff.

"(vi)Articles 17, 18 and 19 in which the adoption of
n cormon excise tariff 1s envisaged', .




