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Letter from the Leader of the United Kingdom Delegation

The following letter dated 5 August has been received from

the Leader of the United Kingdom Delegation:

"I have been instructed to address to you the following

communication, which you will no doubt circulate to the

Contracting Parties as a restricted document,

"As the Contracting Parties will be individually aware,

but will no doubt wish to note in their joint capacity,

there have recently been certain developments in the

balance of payments position of the United Kingdom as a

result of which we are under the necessity of revising

our import prograrmme. The Annex to this letter contains

relevant extracts from the statements on this subject made

by the Chancellor of the Excbequ the HouseofCommons

on the 6th and 14th July.

"In this connection we have taken note of the provisions

of paragraph 4 (b) of Article XII of the General Agreement,

under which the Contracting Perties may in due course wish

to invite the United Kingdom to enter into consulcations.

In this regard I would point out that (as will be seen from

the statements quoted in the Annex) , we have so far only

taken action of a short term and interim character, and that

we shall not be in a position for some time yet, to provide

particulars of the revised import programme of the United

Kingdom which will in due course be worked out, as a basis

on which such consultations, if desired, could proceed.
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We shall, of course, be glad to provide these particulars

when the programme has been worked out."

One copy of the Annex referred to containing statements made

by the Chanceller of the Exchequer has been distributed to each

Contracting Party.


