GENERAL AGREEMENT ON tmmos
" GATT/CP. 5/11,

TARIFFS AND TRADE 25 October 1350

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

CONTRACTING FPaXTIES
Fifth Sessin

RANGEENTS FOR THE CONTINUING ADLJIVISTRATICIT OF THE
GENERAL AGREELENT

Statewent by the Canadian Delegatic

1. The Canadian Delegation has propesed that the Contracting Parties

at their Fifth Sessicn should discuss arrangements for the continuing adainis-
traticn of the Generel fLgresient. It is the view cf the Cancdian Delegaticn
that the increase in the nuiber of Contracting Porties, and the nuaber, varicty
and couplexity of the itens proposed for inclusicn in the Agenda of the Fifth
Sesszion, render iluperative soize consideraticn of the manner in which the General
Agreement is to e aduinistered in the future,

2. Up tc the present the Contracting Parties huve been able to dispose
of their werk by holding periodic sessicns ot intervals cf every five cr six
nonths. However, at the Third Scssicn held in Annecy, it was found necessary
to neke arrangecents for inter-sessional procedure in relaticn to () firticles
XI t¢ XIV (GATT/CP.3,/50) end (b) Articlc XVIII (GLTT/CP,3/60).  The situction
has become ncre complicated by reazon of the fact that there are now 32 Con-
tracting Parties, and this nuwsber v i"l scon e increased as o result i the
Torquey nepotinticns. The Provisicnal Agenda for the Fifth Session shows thet
neny corplicateld gquestions are now teing propcsed for the consideraticn of the
Contracting Parties. It will be difficult to deel ndeguately with these
guesticns in scssions of the Contracting Parties confined to o period of not
more than six wecks,
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3. The Canadicn D on ig of tre view thot the regular sessions of
the Contracting Parties s nut ve prolonged beyond o period of six weeks,
since this would lead to vy b"r(en of representation on the part >7 govern-
uents, It would alsc preclude that representation cn a high level which is so
essential if the Contractin; Partics arc to gain the ueasure of respect which is

due to the. as the only existing inter-governuental forua for the discussion of
coamercial policy questions cn u world-wile basi
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Lo Lecordin:ly, it is the view of the Canaditn Delegation that staps
should be teken at the Fifth Sessicn t3 sev up an L‘cCUilVb Coxaittee wvhien would
cenduct the WJTK of the Contractin: Partics n o centinuing basis. The Exccutive
Ccoiralttee would to cstablished 2t one of the regulor sessions of the Contracting
Partics, and w-ulf1 continue to functi~m for o pericd »f one year, provided, however,
that if this perisd should expire durin; an interval tetwicen regular sessions, the
Executive Comriittee would continue until the next succecding session, The Exe-
cutive Conmnittee would only have such nutheority as uny be conferrcd upon it bty tac
Contracting Parties at o repulor scssion. It viould report to the C.nur cti i
Partics un its activities at each of tirc resuior sessicns ~f the Contracting Partics.

5e It is the view cf the Canalinn Delepation that an Executive Comuittee »f
twelve countrics, cstablished by the Contracting Ferties on the basis of thelr
relative irportance in internaticnal trade cnd with due regord to the principle of
equitable pecgraphical distributicn, would te the nwst suitable for the purpose of
adiinistering the Gerneral Aprcenent on o continuing basis.

6. The Canadian Delepaticn would propasce that, iff the Executive Caazittec
is set up, the Cconbtracting Parties at the Fifth Session should delegate to the
a;—“ 3

Executive Caxnittee the responsibilities en v;~ab . in the reports adscpteld at the
Third Session on inter-sessional procedurc for the provisicns of (a) Articles XI
to XIV, and (b) Article XVIII. The Cann&1~n Delepgation would also anticipete
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