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Representatives of the Contracting Parties:
I declarc cpen the Fifth Scssion of the Q.ntracting Parties,

This promiscs to be the most important session we have held since
the conclusion of the General agreement on Torirf's and Trade three years
ago almost to the day., The number, varicty ond complexity of the items proposcd
for inclusion in the Provisicnal Agende irndieotc clearly the voluc which
Guvernments attach to our deliberations os an oprortunity for discussion of the
vroblems confronting world trade, Articlc XXV of the Generzcl Agreement
provided that representatives of the Coniracting Parties shall meet from time
to time for the purpose of giving cffect to thosc provisions of the Agrecment
which invclve joint action and, gencrally, with o view to facilitating the
operation and furthering the objectives of the sgreement, A provision of
this kind was esscntial in view of the multilateral charectcr of the fgrcerient
and the wide coverage of the items included in the Schedulcs annexed to the
Agreement, T ¢ gencral provisions of the Agrcomont alse can be 2pplied only
if an opportunity eriscs from tins to time for ccnsultation between the
Governments who arc partics to the Agreement, It 1s cs 2 result of these
circut timesy tint theze seséi-ns o the Contractin, urtics hove beerac the
sole cxisting intcrnational forum for the discussion cx commercial policy
questions on 2 world-wide bzsis, That the impcrtance of our deliberations
in this connection is recognized by the Governments is cvidenced oy the high
level of the representation which 1 sec befers me to-day, and it is with great
pleasure that I welgome yeu all to this cpening meeting of the Fifth Scssion,

I wish particularly tec welcome the representatives of these contracting
vortics who arc with us for the first time. As o result of the Annecy
negotiations the numter of the contracting pzrtiecs has becn increascd by nine, so
that we rcw have represcntotives ¢f 32 governments oround this teble, This fact
in itsclf is another testimeny of the vitality =nd strength of the General
Agreement. I foeel cerdain that cur deliberations will be enhanced by the
addition of thesc contracting partics whe arc with us for the first time. Ve
ecan lock forward to their contributing constructively to our labours, I am
surc I am cxpressing the feclings of 2ll the criginal contracting parties in
bidding them a hearty welcome and inviting them to feel as much at home as if
they had boen partics to the General sAgrecment from the outset,

It is also with pleasurc thnt we welcome the return to our deliberations
cf the Cuban Delegation whe, ot cur Th.rd Sossion, found it neecunar, to withdro.,
not from the General .grecnent, out from particirution in our sessions, Their
return tc this Sessicn uvckeca happy memorics of the hospitality so many of us
received at Havana, and also.rceenlls the active part Cuban delegetions have
played in the past in the work peortoini:g to the General Agreement,

It is o further testimony of the impcrinnes of cur work that we have
with us to-day sc many obscrvers from other countries, from the United Nations,
and from cther international sgeneies. With the ~ontracting vortics and the
chservers the number of governments which can take port in our procecdings is
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