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Letter addressed to the Chairman of the Contracting Parties
by the Vice-Chairman of the Tariff Negotiations
Committee.

"The Tariff Negotiations Committee has concluded for the time being its
consideration of the documents to embody the results of the Torquay Confercncc,
The approved documsnts are attached to the Legal Working Party's report which has
becen distributed as document GATT/CP, 5/L46.

: "In view of thc fact that the methods cf dealing with the rcsults of the
teriff ncgotictions are dependent to somec extent upen the outceme of the Torquay
Conference, the Committee anticipates that it may not be possible for the
Contracting Parties to reach final conclusions on all poimnts before the closc

cf their prescnt Session. Thercforc, I am directed to enguire whether the
Contrceting Pertiecs would cuthorise the Committee to meke such chonges in the
decunients «s 1t moy deem necessary to deal with the follewing questions:

1, The Committee proposcz to incorporatc in the Torguay Protoccl thu
amendnent of article ZXVIII of the €cneral fAgreement extending the
cssured lifc of the existing schedules until Janucry 1, 1954,
Several delegations do not shore the view of the majority of the
Cormittee that the incorperation of this amendment in the Torquoay
Protocol will expedite its acceptance ond would prefer the amendment
of Article XXVIII to bc incorporated in o protocol which is indcpens-
dent of the Torquay Protocol. Moreover, the provisions in thc
Torquay Protocol for the amendment of rticle XXVIII have been drolted
on the assumption that the results of the Torquay ncgotiiticns will
be satisfaetary, but as to the acceptance of the amendment, scveral
delegations have stated that the attitude of their gnvermments will
depend partly on a censiderable reduction of the discquilibrium in
genercl levels of tariffs, Accordingly, the Cermittec rugcgests thot
it might be given authority by the Contracting Purties tc remove
paragreph 6 from the Torquay protocol, should this course avpear
desirable, and tc prepere for signoture the protocol tc cnend Jlriicle
XXVIIT which was drawn up at the Fourth Session.

2. The draft Torquay Proctoccél prevides for the inelusion of the recults
of the renegotintions under article IXVIII in the schedules cnnexed
to the Prctocols The proposed procedure for btringing thce medifica-
tions, withdrawals and compenscting adjustments into forcc appocrs to
be satisfactory, but it is based upon the assurption thot caeh
negeti-tion under fArticle XXVIILI will be brought to & successful cene
clusion beforc the close of the Conferences If it should be found
that not 2ll ncgotintions will be successfully concluded by that tinc,
it may be desirable to amend the protoeol. Accoxdingly, the Committec
suggests that it should te given authority by the Controcting Portics
to make cppropriate anendments in the Torquay Protoco}, if this chould
be deemed neecssary oftcr reviewing from tdoe to time the progress
made in the Article XXVIII negotiations.
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3, . Finclly, it mey be necessary to toke .acccunt.of the fact that

the French Governrent will nc longer be in 2 position to =zssumc
responsibility for the application of the General Agrecment by
the Associcted States of Indo-China, = It has becn noted that

the position of Inde-China in rc¢lation to the General Agreencnt
is on the Agenda for the prescnt session of the Controcting
Parties, and theorefore it is expected thet it mey be possitle for
the Contracting Partics to inform the Committee of their wishces
in this matter,

"It would be appreciatcd'if-ihs«foregeing-propcsals could be zon-
sidered by the Contrzcting Partics when the draft documents are submitted
for their approval.”



