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Prepared by the Secretariat

1. The informal group of developing countries in GATT met on 7 November 1968
under the Cheirmenship of H.E. Mr. H.C. Archibald, Ambassador of Trinidad and
Tobago, to continue the exchange of views on matters of interest to developﬂng
countries that might be taken up at the twenty-fifth session of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES. The meeting wes attended by the representatives of
Argentina, Chile, Ghana, India, Indecnesia, Israel, Ivory Coast, Jamaica,

the Republic of Korea, Jlgerla Pakistan, Peru Trinidad and Tobngq, Tunlsla
Turkey; United Arab Republic, Uruguey end Yﬁgoslav1

2. The group addressed itself to the foliow1n5 matiers on the provisional agenda
of the twenty-fifth session (L/3073/Rév.1):

Expansion of trade

Trade arrangements between India, United Arab Republic and Yugoslavia

Caribbean Free-Trade Agreement

Import restrictions applied contrary to GATT and not.covered by waivers
Committee on Anti-Dumping Practices.

3. The Chairman remarked that at this midway point between the conclusion of

the Kennedy Round in 1967 and the beginning of the next general round of activities
likely to begin in 1969 implications of the results of the 1964-67 trade
negotiations seemed to have become discernible. It should by now become possible
for contracting parties to draw certain conclusions as regards the major issues
involved. The twenty-fifth session of the CONTRACTING I ARTIES therefore provided
an important occasion for the reviewing and evalustion of the‘g ins in the past
year This discussion would be initiated by a statement by the Director-General
on Wédnosday, 13 November, under the agenda heading of "Expansion of Trade". In
his capacity as the Chairman of the ”ruae Nerotlatlons Committee of Developing
bountrles, the Director-General would report to the CONTRACTING PARTIES on the
progress of the negotiations. The last few days of the session would be devoted
to discussions at the policy level on the major problems faced bty

contracting parties.
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4. The group agrzed that the Director-General should be invited to meet with
clegations of developing countries nrior to the opening of the session, te he-
an exchangs of visws with them on metters of policy and on the plans for the
sassion. The purpose would be to lmpress on him the urgency with which tho
developing countries viewed the problems faced by them and the importance they
attached to the achicvement of positive results nt this szssion, The meeting
could teke place after the closs of th: Council rmesting on Monday, 11 Novenber.

5, Members of the group racognized that although the trads and develcpment
problens of developing countries wers oxtremely prossing and roquired urgent
solution, it would be unrsclistic to se:zk solution to 211l of them at the sans
time. Further, no ono singls intornatisnal forum was competent and
sufficiently equippsd to deal with all the problems: it would be necessary
to seek soluticns in all forums having to do with the economic problems of
developinz countries, It would be useful if devzloping countries wers to
draw up & global inventory of their problems, to zssign their appropriate
priority and to exercise concerted effort with a view to achieving concreste
results. 1

6. It wes reczlled that a programse of work hed been adopted a2t the last
session of the CONTRACTING rARTIES.  While revieswing what had been achieved

over the pest year and whet remasined to be dons, developing countries should press
Tor a precise commitment by developed countrics to give early comsideration to
the problems of developing countries and for their urgent examinaztion by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES. The groug shculd develop 2 preogramme of werk and press

for its adoption a2t the session.

Item 3 - ansion of trade

7. After a discussion it was generzlly agreed that developing countries should
make o concerted effort at the session for securing agreement with respect to the
strengthening of procedurss for effective implementation of Part IV and for the
work of the Committee on Trade in Industrial Products.  The countries which hzd
not accepted Pert IV should be urged to de so.

8. It was further agreed that the Chairman of the Trade Negotiations Committee
of Develnping Countries might repcrt briefly te the CONTRACTING PARTIES on the
present status of the negotiations among developing countries. The questieon
concerning the nature and scope =f the trade concessions should ba worked out
by the Trade Negotiations Committee itself and this question should not be the
subject of any discussion at the session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES.

Item 5 - Trade arrengements between India, United Arab Republic and Yugoslavia

9, Members of the group egreed to lend support to the trads arrangements
between the three countries at the session.
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Item 12 - Caribbcan Free-Trade hgreement

10. On bshalf of the governments parties tc the Caribbecan Free-Trade Agreement,
the rbpregentatlve sf Jamaica thanked theAdelewtulons thzt had expressed general
support to the sAgreemcnt. He addzd that further information 1n rospcct of

.the Agrecment would be provided at the twenty-fifth session. If, however, it
was considered that detailed informetion sheuld be provided for scrutiny by

a working party, it weould have to be orranged for sn appropriate ftime.

(=3

Item 14 - Import restrictions applied contrary to GATT and not covered by weivers

11. The representative ¢f Jameica said that while appreciating the concern of
developing countries over the cont;nugd existence of residucl restrictions his
Government would wish to draw attention tc the special prceblems faced by

certain developing counvries such as -his own. The import restrictions on
certain products were applied by the United Kingdom in the intercest of

Coribbesn countries in the Commonwealth and were not designed to protect domestic

industrics.

Iy

Zealond proposal for the elimination of
t

12. In the discussion c¢f the Hes nin
he grﬁup made the following points:

A,
residual restrictions, members of

(2) any weivers granted in the way eavisaged in the proposal should not be
regarded as providing Just1f1Cﬂti3n for the restricticns in question but
merely a transitional grace tc encble the governments concerned to
dismantle them;

(b) annual reviews would take place with a view to nscertaining the progress
made; and
(¢) after the expiry date of 2 waiver, deveioping countries whose trade was
ﬁfiected by the maintenance of the reatrlct‘eu would be frac to take
sures for redress in accordance with the roleovant vrovisions of GATT.

Item 22 - Committee on dnti-Dumping Practices

13. In respense to o quastion canc:rning the n.nncr in which discussicn would
be conducted under this item, »rir. M.G. Mathur, issistant Director-Genorsal,
explained that an Agreement embodying the Code h .hd bcen signed b" Fod RU“bcr of
countries and had anteorzd into ferece bptwgﬁn then. It wrs envisagad %
the CONTRLCTING PARTIES wruld now take a2 formal decision to establish = Cwmmittee
in accordance with frticle 17 of +ha+ Agreement. Lt an corlier mecting of
the group certain questions were raised in rogard to the application of the

1

o
provisions of the Gode to countries which hnd not seen thelr wiy to acesding to

it. He had then indizated that there had becn no formanl duterminaticn on
this point. If it were considered useful o seek some clarification on this
point,” 1% weuld have o Do rniced when the CONTRLCTING PLRTIES took up this itenm

for discussion.
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14. It was pointed sut that the UNCTAD Spec owriittes on Preferences was

C
scheduled to crmmence its work on 2% Novamb )68. Tha~ugl the question
concerning the eataolvs.m snt of preferencos by develoned countries in Tfavour
of dcvcld' g countries was nat featuring - ‘@ﬁd& of the CONTRACTING PaRTIES

-

i
it would, ne vertheiess, Le Iapertant to obtel

doveloped ¢ wiloome any nrrang “'nb” whlcn mi ﬂht cmcrge
a3 a re v"t the UNCTSD Syecial Tommittuec on Praference




