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. MINUTES,.OF. THE MEETINGS OF THE INTORMAL GROUR OF
DEVELOPING GOUNTRIES HELD ON 20, 22 AND 23 HOVIMEER 1968

Prepa red by the Sccretcrlht

1. The informel group of ueveloplnc COhﬂtrluS in GATT met on 20 November 1968, under
the chairmanship of H.E. Mr. H.C. Archibald, Ambasscdor of Trinidad and Tobago, to
discuss matters being dealt with at the current session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES.

The meeting was attended by the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Cemeroon, Chad,
Chile, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ghanz; India, Indonesia, Israel, Ivory Coacst,
Jemaica, Kenyz, the Republic of Korea, Kuwait, Nicaregue, Nigerie, Pokistan, Peru,-
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Tanzenia, Trinided and Tobago, Uruguay ond Yugoslavic. Colembia
was represented by an cbserver. :

2. Members of the group conmented on the summing up by the Cheirmen of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES of discussions at the plenary mpetlns on the subjects of expansion
of trade -and residicl import restrictions (ef. W. 25/6 and 7). Some nembers considered
that these statements of the Chaiiman did not adequately reflect the views cond
suggestions put forward by developing countries. They requested the Chairman of the
group to bring this to the attention of the Chairmon of the CONTRACTING PARTIES w1th

a view to ensuring that the substantive points made by developing ccuntries were
appropriately ruflcctec in the conclusions of the CONTRACTINCG PARTIES.

3. The group discussed the existing proccdures and pr ctices in vericus orgens of
GATT and considered varicus’ guggestlons on ways ond mecns of improving them with a
view to ensuring that problems of concern to dcvclopvl countries were accorded high
priority in their deliberations and endeavours. It was suggested that tho institu-
tional role of the Committee on Trade and Development shoud be strengthened sc that
it would become the focal point for review of and action on problems of develeping
countries. One developing country suggested that the trade frubWuDs of ccvclopln
countries being dealt with in tae Speclal Group cn Tropical Froducts, the
Agriculture 'Comnltteo and the Committee on Trade in Industrizl Products should be
transferred: from these badiss tc the Jommittee on Trode ond Development. The latter
‘might set up consultotive groups e cxomine ard Lnitiate cetl m ifor the reduction and
elimination of trade barriers o products of export interest to developing countries
on 2 mcre urgent basis. The trode barricrs ﬂf;ccxkn~ processed cnd scni-processed

tropicel products, for exanple, hVV¢n3 all been clcsr;y identified ond thoroughly

examined in various internationczi bodics, there was no reason why negotiations for

their elimination could not be initicted immediately for their results to be implenen-

ted before the tventy-sixth sessicn. On completion of arproprictc studies, similar
action could be tcken with respect to other cgricwdiural products and industrial
products of intercst to develeping ccuntries.

L.  Some members of the group felt thot it might not be in the interest of developing
countries for all trade problems of developing countrics tc be roferred to the
Committee on Trode and Development. Problems ~ffecting preducts such as bovine meat,
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which were of interest to both devcloped and developing countries, might not lend
themselves to useful discussicn in that Comittec. 4 ncore effective soluticn
would secnt to be to cmpower the Cormittes to oversee the discussicns in the
existing becdies which hod special competence in these ficlds.

5. It wos suggestcd that developing countrics sheuld support the propesal that
a2 special working party be established te probe into the deficiencics in the
actucl implemcntation of Port IV and any inadequocies in those previsisns. In
general the developing countrics should seek to ensure ¢ greater porticipution in

all decision-meking processcs in GATT.

6. In rslation to the trade ncgotictions amcug developing countries it was
proposed thot the CONTRACTING PARTIES should be asked te undertake to study
internationel support measures within the fremewcrk of GAIT sc that the results
of negotictions amcng developing countries prove beneficial to all concerned..

7. Members cf the group gencrclly supperted the New Zecland propesal on residucl
restrictions. They exprosssd the view that if acny restrictions were to be main-
tzined, they should be covercd by apprepriztc weivers and that the walvers should
include a precgrammc for progressivc c¢limination of import restrictions and wherever
possible target detes for such acticn.

8. After a discussion it was agrced that developing ccuntrics should, in the
light of the views expressed, preparc = paper sctting cut their joint position
concerning guidelines for the work of GAIT betwecn now and the twenty-sixth sessicn.
The group requested the representatives of India, Nigeria, Uruguay and Yugoslavia
tc draw up o preposed programae cof cction for consideration by the group.

9. The infcrmal group reconvened cn 22 and 23 November and unaninmously approved
the "Proposed Conclusicns" drafted by the four delegations (Spec(68)127).

10. The group nominated the representatives of Argentinz, Brazil, Chile, India,
Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Trinidad and Tobago and Yugcslavia to represent, in the light
of the "Propcsed Conclusions", the interests of developing countries in the
Drafting Group on Conclusions to be esteblished by the CONTRACTING PARTIES.

11. Menbers of the group ncted the views exprecsscd with regard to the election
of officers for the year 1969.



