GENERAL AGREEMENT ON L0 EL o6

TARIFFS AND TRADE Speciel Distribution

MINUTSS OF THE MEWTING OF THE INFORMAL GROUP

.. OF DEVFLOPING COUNIRIES HELD ON 30 MAY 1
Prevared by the Secretariat

1. The Informal Group of Developing Countries in GATT wmet on 20 Moy 1969 under the
Chairmanship of H.3. Mr. C.H. .rchibald, imbassador of Trinidad and Tobago. The
meeting was attended by the representatives of Chile, Colombiz, Cuba, India, Israel ’
Jamaica, Xorea, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Uruguay and Yugoslavia.

2. Theé Group discussed the subject of the sxamination of the operation of Part IV
which was on the agenda of the forthcoming meetins of the Committece on Trade and
Development and the gquestion of participation of developing countries in the forth-
coming meeting of the Committes on Trade in Industrial Products.

Examination of the operotion of Part IV

2. Specking at the request of the Chairman, . il.G. Mathur, issistant Director-
General, said that in accordance with the decision taken at the last session of the
Cormittee on Trade and Development, the secretarist had invited coatracting parties
to submit statements of difficulties they had experienced in the implementation of
Part IV and sugzgestions on how to ensure more satisfactory and effective operation of
its provisions. To date, written statements had been received from nine contracting
parties. Yo assist the Committes in considering this matter, the secretariat had
circulated a boackground paper which contained ref\.runces to past discussions and -
comments relevant to the subject (COM.TD/W/91l), and a summary of the submissions so
I'\I’ received (COM.TD/W/101). It was to be hoped that delegations which had not been
in o position to submit written stotements would make oraul statoments at the mesting
ané tho.‘b all develeping countries would effectively participote in the discussion.

Lo Several members of the Group said thnt every effort was bein: made to ensure
that notifications by their governments would be cwvailable for discussion at the
mecting. Failing that, they would contribute to the discussion by way of orally
stating their views on this subjcct to which all ccv\.lom.ng countries attached great

mportance .

5. It was recalled thet the Chairmon of the Informal Group, with the assistance of
a number of delegations; had prepared o poper entitled M) Study of Part IV" setting
out sugzzostions. for improving the implementation of Part IV. It was proposed that
this paper be made available to members of the Committee, it being understood,
however, that the paper did not represont a joint stand of developing countries and
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that cach Zclegntion would be frec to take whntever stand rcernrding any
varticular point that mizht be consiliered cppropriate. The froup requested the
Chairman to got in touch with the ceccctarizt to arrenge for the circulation of

that poper.

Participotion of doveloping countrics in the forthcomina meeting of
the Cemmitvee on Trade in Industr.cl Products

6 The (roup discussed the intzat cnd purposc of the two- or thres-day spocial
scussion that had beon proposed tc vake plice in the above-mentionced Commitlr=
a June. Comaenting on certain observations or this point at the reguest of tlh.o
Chairman, ¥r. .G, ¥thur said that tho discussion ot the forthcoming sestin: of
that Committoc was intended to focus on non-toriff barricrs which affected exports
of developing countries; it wae not intended to discuss barricrs- meintained by
developin: zountries. The Commitice had indued addressed requctts to cortain
developing countrics for information on non-tariff barriers maintained by them.
But this wos following the estublished practicce of the Committee and the
information requested would relate to matters not alrsady covered or explained in
consultatiocns under irticle XVIII:B. While it was the intention of certain
meimbers of the Comuittes to take up non-torilf borriers of developing countrics
in the gonoral context of its anctivities, the two or three days allotted for
discussion of problems of interest to develepinsg countries next June would not be
glated to this aspect of its work.
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Group wxrocd that developing couatrius should make every effort to porticipate
cffectively in the discussion and to scek as much informntiocn ns possible cn non-
tariff barricrs affceting their oxports to the mmrkets of incdustrizliszed

SRS B
ccuntries.

7 Recalling the discussion of this subject ot one of its carlier meetings, th-

&. The representative of Urugusy recalled thet his country hed in the early
1960's resorted to thc provisions of rticle XXIITI with respect of a wide ranze
of trade barricrs maintnined by developed countries which nffected his country's
cxports and that the data adduced from the consultaticns under those provisions
hzd been sot forth, intor elia, in o report of 1952 (ef. BISL, 11th Supplement
pages 95-148). Losit year, his delesation had requested that the secretariat
up-date thnt information for reference in compiling a submission for inclusion in
the inventory of non-tariff barriers being prepared for the Industrial Committe
The secretarist had complied with the reqguest but had lindtoed its revision work
to the industrizl sector. The Uruzucyzn delegoticn now desirsd that this work be
exbtended also to cever agriculturcl products, coasidering that the Industrial
Conmittee had been asked to include processed foodstuffs in its work programme
‘and cthat the Committec had been receiving informntion conceraing agricultural
products which it normzlly passed on to the .griculture Committee for appropricte
action. ir. Mthur assured the representative of Uruguay that the request would
be transnitted to the department of the secretari.t directly concerned with the
matter.



