GENERAL AGREEMENT ON CPC/22

2 May 1975

TARIFFS AND TRADE | Special Distribution

Freferential Arrangements dmong
Developing Countries Negotiated jn GATT

COMMITTEE OF PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES

Summary of Discussions at Eighth Meeting o
neld on 14 spril 1975

Prepared by the Secretariat

L. The Committee of Participating Countries provided for in the Protocol Relating
%0 Trade Negotiations smong Developing Countries held its eighth meeting on
14 Ipril 1975 under the Chairmanship of Mr. I.S. Chadha (India).

2, - On behalf of the Committee, the Chairmen welcomed the representatives of Iran,
Romenia and Sri Lanka to the meeting for the purpose.of exchanging views with
members under item 1 of the igenda dealing with enlargement of the Protocol.

3. The drafi agenda for the meeting, conteincd in document CPC/W/17 was adopted.

fnlargemont of the Protocol

L. Referring to document CPC/W/18 concerning roccnt developments in relation to
the enlargement of the Protocol, the Chairman said that there were three different
items for the Commitiec to consider. Firstly, Paraguay had applied for accession,
pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Protocol .without negotiations. Sccondly; Romania,
Sri Lanka and Iran had cxpressed intcrest in exploring tho possibilities of accession
in accordance with the procedures csteblished in document CPC/S/1, and thirdly,
Bangladesh, the Deminican Republic und Madagascor had received the assistance of

the secretariat in order tc determinc the products of export interest to thom which
vere benefiting fren existing concessions vnder the Protocol. It was suggested that
the three points should be deal with separately, commencing with an exchange of
views on thc procedurcs for exploring the possibilities of accession by Romania,

Sri Lenka and Iran. :
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Romania, Sri Lenks and Iran

5. The Chairman reczlled that, at its mecting in December 1974, the Committee
had agreed on a tentative time-table for providing information on commercial
policy =nd trade flows with respect to the products contoined in the Romenian
and Sri Lanken lists (CPC/1l and CPC/14 respectively). &4 number of delegations
had provided such information., The Committee had also agreed that interested
participating countries would submit lists of products for which they would
like to explore the possibilities for concessions in the markets of Romania
and Sri Lanka., This had algo been done by a number of delegations.

6. The Chairman requested members of the Cormittee which had not done so to
indicete whether their countries had an interest in explorlng the possibilities
for exchanging concessiorns with Romania and Sri Lanka. He suggested that it
would be desirable that this explcratory process be completed at a reasonably
early date so that, following their positive outcome, negotiations for the
“accession of Romania and Sri Lanka might be commenced with a2 view to reaching a
satisfactory conclusion.

..-7« The Chairman added that, while a similar time-table and procedure had been

suggested- for Iran, the Iranian list of products of export interest mentioned
in the communication from Iran (CPC/16) was still to be supplied. Likewise
participating countries had not provided lists of products for which they would
like to explore the possibilities for concessions in the market of Iran.

8., The representatives of Romaniz, Sri Lankz and Iran thanked members of the
Committee for the opportunity to exchange views with them and reiterated the
interest of their governments in exploring the possibilities for accession to the
Protocol. The representatives of Romaniz and Sri Lanka indicated that the
information so far received from interested participating countries was being
exanined by their authorities in the context of considering accession to the
Protocol -pursuant to paragraph 14. These delegations hoped that other
participating countries would indicate their interest in exploring the
possibilities for exchanging concessions at an early date. The representative
of Iran informed the Committee that the list of products of export interest for
which Iran would like to explore possibilities for concessions in the markets
‘of participating countries would be communicated to the Committee in the near
future. Iran wes also ready to provide information on tariffs, trade data and
" trade regulations applicable to products notified by participating countries

as being of interest to them in the Iranian market.

9. Severzl members of the Committee confirmed their interest in participating
in the procedures for exploring possibilities for the accession of Homania,

Sri Lanka and Iran to the Protocol. Some of these members said that they would
shortly submit lists of products for which they would like to explore the
possibility for concessions in the markets of the countries interested in
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accession, In response to az question, the representative of the secretariat
suggested that countries interested in exploring the possibilities of exchanging
concessions should enter into direct bilateral consultations as soon as the
basic material was available in order to seek clarifications or additional
information where this was found desirable. Reasonable progress in this area
should make it possible for the countries concerned to take a decision on
applying for accession, hopefully before the next meeting of the Committee which
is expected to take place towards the end of June, thus opening the way for the
negotistion of concessions among interested parties.

10. The Committee agreed that:

(i) Participating countries which have not submitted lists of products

for which they would like to explcre possibilities for an exchange of
concessions with Romania and Sri Lanka should de so at the earliest possible
date and preferably no later than 16 May 1975. '

(ii) Participating countries which have not provided information on tariffs,
trade data and trade reguiations applicable to the products contained in the
Romanian and Sri Lankan lists are invited to provide such information by

16 May 1975.

Gii) The delegations of Romania and Sri Lanka are invited to provide
information on commercial policy and trade flows with respect to the products
already identified by participating countries no later than 16 May 1975 and
for additional products, identified by other participating countries, within
2 month therefrom.

(iv) Provision of the information mentioned above should encourage delegations
actively to pursue consultations with a view to exploring the possibilities
for exchanging concessions.

(v) & broadly similar time-table should be applicablc with respect to Iran,
the delegation of Iran being invited to submit its list of products as early
as possible.

(vi) In the light of the progress made in exploring the possibilities for an
exchange of concessions, the delegations of Romania, Sri Lanka and Iran may
be in a position to indicate at the next meeting of the Committee whether
they would wish to apply for accession to the Protocol and thus enter into
negotiations with participating countries.

(vii) The secretariat would render such assistance as was required by
delegations.
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Paragua

11. The Chairman recalled thet by a communication dated 11 November 1974,
(CPC/15) the Government of Paraguay had requested accession to the Protocol
pursuant to paragraph 14 without czrrying out negotiations for an exchange of
concessions. 4s indicated in CPG/19, the Government of Paraguay had submitted

a memorandum describing its foreign trade régime which had been issued as L/4159.
He noted that because of prior commitments in Paraguay, the representative of
Paraguay had not been in a position tc accept the Committee's invitation to
attend this meeting. ’

12. Several members of the Cormittes stnted that they would be able to agree to
the Paraguayan request, noting that the Information and data contained in L/4159
appeared to justify Paraguay's desire to accede itc the Protocol without
negotiations,

13. One member, in indicating that he had no instructions concerning Paraguayan
accession, said that he would like to have mors time to reflect on the request,
Some members suggested that the Committees might wish to examine possible terms
and conditions for Paraguasyan accession, including the sort of contribution
Paraguay might make in the interests of furthering ths aims and objectives of the
Protocol, before coming to a decisgion cn the mattar,

14. The Committes decided to invite the representative of Paraguay to attend its
next meeting for the purpose of <xchanging views with members of the Committee on
the applicatioca for accession by his country. The Committee asked the secretariat
to prepare 2 note for consldzration at its nexu meeting outlining possible terms
and conditions which m.ght be appropriate where countries epply for accession to
the Protocol without negotiation. Consideration cculd alsc be given to a draft
Protocol for the accessicon of Pavaguay.

Banglzdesh, Dcminicar Republic and Macagascar

15. The Chairmen said that on the basis of relevant irformation the secretariat
had identified products of sxport interest %o Bangladesh, the Dominican Republic
and Madagascar benelliting from existing colcessions under the Protocol. The
details with available statistics had been tronsmitted to the respective delegations.
He suggested that the Committee itight wisn to consider whether it would be
desirable at thizs stage to ascertain whether the three countries would be
interested in explorirg the pczsibilities for accession to the Protocol
consistently with the procedures outlined in €26/S/1. The Committee aggreed that
the delegations of Bangladesh, the Deminicurn Republic and Madagascar be invited
to indicate whether their countries would wish *to explors the posgsibilities for
accession to the Protocol in accordance with the procedures in CPC/S/1. In the
light of the responsecs received, *the representatives of Bangladesh, the Dominican
Republic and Madagascar could be invited toc attend the rext meeting of the
Committee,
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Tropical Products

16. The Chairman drew the attention of the Committee to the discussions at the
recent meeting of the MIN Group "Tropical Products" concerning negotiations in
the area of tropical products. This Group had agreed that tropical products
may .be the subject of negotiations between developing countries in accordance
with special arrangements or procedures which had been or might be accepted for
such negotiations., Presumably, the Protocol could be considered as a special
arrangement where negotiations among developing countries on tropical products
could take place. He noted that members of the Committee might wish to reflect
on this question. The Committee agreed to revert to this matter at its next
meeting,

Review of the situation of the countries that have not yet ratified the Protocol

17. - The representative of Uruguay informed the Committee that by a Law dated
29 March 1975, the Uruguayan Government had approved ratification of the Protocol.
In this respect, he sexpected that the instrument of ratification would be
deposited by Uruguay in the near future. The representative of the Philippines
stated that her authorities were now in the final stages of procedures leading
to ratification. The representative of Peru indicated that the necessary
procedures for ratification should be completed in the coming months. The
Committee welcomed the information conveyed by the representative of Uruguay,
and in taking note of the statements by the representatives of the Philippines
and Peru, expressed the hope that the ratification procedures by these countries
would be completed at an early date.

Notification by Israel

18. The Chairman said that the delegation of Israel had submitted two notifica-
tions concerning the Protocol. CPC/18 dealt with temporary import restrictions
on certain items. In CPC/20, the Permanent Mission of Israel had indicated that
pursuant to a decision of the CONTRACTING PLRTINS, the Government of Israel had
adjusted, in proportion to the devaluation of the Israeli pound, the specific
duties applicable to some items contained in the Israeli schedule of concessions.
In order to maintain the margin of preference for participating countries in the
Protocol, the Government of Israel nad reduced the bound duties on three of the
items contained in the Israeli schedule of concessions. The Committee took note
of the Israeli notifications contained in documents CPC/18 and CPC/20.

Notification by Tunisia

19. The Chairman referred to the notification submitted by the delegation of
Tunisia and issued as CPC/21. The Permanent Mission of Tunisia had informed the
Committee that an fLct of 11 November 1972 ratifying the Protocol had been
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published in tlie Official Garette dated 11 February 1975 together with the
schedules of tariff ccacessions grarced within the framework of the Protocel.
As indicated in the Tundsiu: commwi.l:c-~tion, for certain items the schedules
have been amendad in respect of the product description and the m.f.n.

duty rates in order to conform with the new customs tariff. The Committee

took nots oi the amendments tu the lunisian schedule of concessions contained

in document CPC/21.,

Ernual revort

20. Th2 Chairmon recalled that at ths last meeting of the Committee, it had
been Gzcidsd that arrangements would need %o be made for the collection of

.data, etc., by mid-Scptenber each year at the latest, in order that the annual

’

report could be prepared and circulated sufficiently in advance of the relevant
meeting of the Coumitiee on Trade and Development to permit the undertaking of
a meaningtul. examination cf developments under the arrangement. The Chairman
seid thaot vzile adequate time appeared to be available for this work, the
participating covntrizs might remind their authorities that the relevant
information shouid be provided to the secretariat, using the pro forma contained
in GPCAL'6, whenaver available and no leter than mid-September 1975.

Rot~%ron of ofiicars

2. TZhe Clairmau seid tha’ in accerdence with the rules of procedure contained
in document C*C/.!, his term of offics had come to an end. He expressed his
appreciation for the support which delegations had given to the activities of
the Committes during his tarure of office and the contribution provided to the
efforts being macd: <o bring sbc.t the anlargement of the Protocol.

22. Tha rc
chairmeancil

bairg the romresenia

stative of the Republic of Korea, Mr, H.J. Chol, assuned the
ne Committee for the forthcoming pericd, the Vice-Chairman
ive of Turesy.

Text meeting

23, It was egried that thz datc of the next regular quarterly meeting of the
Committee would be fixed by itle Chairmean in consultation with delegations.



