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GENERAL AGREEMENT ON OPC/30

19 Wovenber 1575

TARIFFS AND TRADE Specicl Distribution

Preferentizl irrancerents .mong .
Developing Countries Negotizted in G-TT

COMMITITZE OF PARTICIPLTING COUNTRISS

Svrmory of Discussinns 2t Tenth Meeting
held on 13 and 17 October 1975

Prer-zred by the Secreterizt

l. The Camitiee of Participating Countriss provided for in the Protccol Relating
to Trede Wegotiations .nmonz Developing Countries held its tenth neeting on
13 znd 17 October 1975 under the Choirmenship of Mr. H.J. Choi (Republic of Xoresz).

2. On behelf of the Comxittee, the Chairman welcomed the representetive of Paraguay
to the neeting for the purposa of exchanging views with nenbers under itex 1 of the
.genda on the guestion of Parsguzyen occession.

3. The Chairmen referred to 2 communication from the UHCT.D Sscretesriat indicating
its wish to be rspresented ot meetings of the Committee of Participating Countries.
The Committee zgreed to invite the UNCT.D Sacretariast to attend the present neeting
of the Commitiece 2s an observer znd decided to revert to this metter ct its next
neeting. :

L. The droft sgendz for the ieeting contoined in document CPC/H/25 was cdopted.

.ceession of Parazuas

5. The Chairnen recalled that ot the last neeting of the Camittee, there was
general agreenent to the Pareguayan cpplication for accession without negotiztions as
provided for in paragroph 14 of the Protocol. .. note prepcred by the secretaricnt
containing a araft Decision and 2 draft Protocol for the .ccession of Parazuay for
consideration by participating countries had been circulated zs CPC/!/23. .mn
infornation note on cccession formalities in G.LTT (CPC/W/28) was also circulated at
the request of some Jdelegeations.

~6. The representative of Paraguay explained the background to his Governnent's

- interest in ccceding to the Protocol Relating to Trads Negotiztions .xiong Developing

» Countries, noting that the draft Protocol for iccession of Parnguay was acceptable to
his Governuent. The Paragusyan statenent is reproduced in the .nnex.
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7. Mavbers of the Conmittee, recalling thot applicotions for accession to the
Protocol would be considered on o cosc-by-cose bosis, gensrally supported
Prrczucy's cpplicntion for cccession on the basis thot the Protocol of _.ecession
should be valid for = period of thres yecrs fraom the date of its entry into force.
Saie necbers sxpressed the hope that Porcgucy mizht be sble to enter into
negotiations with participating countries for on exchange of concessions 2t an
cpproprizte tiie. One merber szid thot his zuthorities hal indicated = wish %o
cnter into negoti~tions with Peragucy for an exchonze of concessions in the context
of Parzguay'!s opplication for accession.

8. .fter exormining the drofts conmtoined in CPC/H/23, the Carmittee approved the
texts of the Deecision znd Protocol for the ..ccession of Parocgucy os sended and
coreed to put the Decision to = vote by porticipating countries in cecordance with
perazraph 4 of the Protocol Tielating to Trode Negotiztions Jnonz Developing
Countries. In zzresing thot the vote would be carried out by postel bsllot,
perticipating countries were urgzel to cast their votss as quickly cs possible.l

Roaoria, Sri Lonks ond Iran

9. The Choirman recclled thet, ot its previous neetinz, the Comitiee had
expressed the hope that Ramenis, Sri Lenlce ond Iren would soon be in 2 position
to ke = forzal spplicetion for cccession =s provided for in porosroph 14 of the
Prctocol. In the mieantinie the process of exchonzing informeticon had been
procesding wnd, 2s indicated in parazraph 3 of CPCG/YW/24, the delegetion of Romanic
hzl expressed its wish to enter into explorctory consultations with the countries
indiccted in its eczmmiections CPC/1l, CPC/23 and CPC/23/Add.l during the.last
vesk of Celcber. In this resmect, Romania had recently nrovided .commercial policy
infermintion ~nd iport dzta in relation te products identified by those portici-
pating countrics with which it hod expressed intercsst in exploring possibilities
for excheonzins concessiorns.

10. In the lizht of the crrongements czreed to at the sigth zeeting of the
Ca=ittee ccncerninz the progra——e for exploring possibilities for exchenzing
concessions with Romoniz, those participoting countries which had exchenged
infor:ization with Ronznis were urzed to use their best endasavours to perticipate
in the sxplorctory consultotions with Romanis. To this end, it wes suggested thot
delsgations shoul? infor:: the secreterint of their intention 2s soon as possible.

IThe texts of the Decisicon and Protoccl of ~.cccssion (CPC/29) were enclosed
with the bzllot pepers.
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11, Wwith respect to the procedures for exploring possibilities of zccession to
the Protocol by Sri Lanka ond Iren, the Chairnen stated thot Sri Lonkz and
porticipating countries wers continuing to exchange product lists together with
pertinent information on coarercizl policy end trade flows. Iran had not yet
subnitted 2 list of products of export interest, even thouzgh a number of partici-
poting countries had already indicated products of export intersst to then in the
narket of Iran. . copy of the General Ixport-Import Regulations of Iran for the
year 1975-1976 hed been transnitted by Iren to ezch of these delegations ond a2
copy was svaileble in the secretariet for consultztion by other participating
countries. :

12, The Camittee took note of recent developments with respect to the procedures
for exploring the possibilities of accession to the Protocol by Remoniz, Sri Lenka
eand Iren end asked the secretoriat to keep it infcrmed of the progress beinz mzde

towards accession by these countries.

Devinicen Republice

13, The Chairmen said that by a recent carmmnication circulated in CPC/28, the
representative of the Dominican Republic had informied the Carriittee of his
Governnent's Zesire to explore possibilities for cccession to the Protocol in
accordance with the agreed procedures., The Dazinican Republic was expected to
subniit 2 list of products of export interest in the narkets of participating
countries at cn early dete.

1%, Hembers of the Carmittee welcomed the interest shown by the Deminicen
Republic in the Protocol Relcting to Trode Hegotiations .iong Developing Countries.
The Caxzittee zsked the secretariat to aclmowledze the communication froa the
Doninican Republic indicating that the Cariittee looked forwerd to receiving the
list of products of export intarest to the Doninican Republic and to exchenzing
inforiation leading %o negotiations for an exchonze of concessions in accordance
with the procedures outlined in docunent CPGC/S/1.

Eenzladesh

15, The Chairnon recalled that the representative of Bongladesh had, in 2
cazmnication circulzted as CPC/26, indiccted the desire of his country to sccede
to the Protocol pursuent to poragraph 14 thereto without carrying out negotiations
for an exchongs of concessions. . backsround note (CPC/ii/27), prepored by the
secreveriat, with the assistonce of the delegation of Bongloadesh contained
infornntion on the tariff and trade réginie of Banglodesh, as well as stotistical
Cota on exports and inports.
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16. Menmbers of the Cormittee zenerally welcomed the application of Bangladesh.
Saite representatives said that, as provided for in paragraph 14 of the Protocol,
their authorities hod examined Banglacesh!s zpplication and were ready to
consider the request for cccession to the Protocol without carrying out negotiztions
for an exchange of concessions, on termis to be agreed by the Cormittee. Other
represantatives, in also welconing Bangladesh's request, stated that their
authorities had not had sufficient tine tc consider the application. Sowe nenbers
felt that possible terms of accession required further exanination and suggested
that the Coarxittee should revert to the natter a2t its next neeting. One nenber
again recalled that appliccations for accession should be considerea on their
nerits and on a case-by»case basis. He suggested that after the expiration of the
tine period to be provided in any Protocol for .ccession withoubt nezotiaticns, the
acceding country or countries should consider the possibility of cnterlnr into
e~ot1atlons for an exchange of concessions with participating countrles. {nother
nenber, who also welcomed Bangladesh's application for accession, stated that his
Govermnent ey wish to discuss the possibilities of exchanging concessions with
Bangladesh and to this end ney wish to subnit = list of products of export
interest to his country in the narket of Banrl_desh.

17, The Camittee gsked the secretariat to prepare and circuleste a draft Decision
an¢ a draft Protocol for the zccession of Bongladesh for consideration at its

rext neeting. The Cormittee decicded to invite the representative of Bangladesh

to attend that meeting for the purpose of exchanzing views with nenbers oI the
Comxiittee on the appiicotion.

Cthar notters rel-atine to enlarzenent

18. Severzl nierbers of the Corzxittee referrsd to the data and inforniztion centained
in the draft Second .nnuzl Report to the G..IT COUTR.CTING P.RTIZS (CPC/ii/26),
noting that even thoush trade z:ong porticipating countries in items subject to
concessions hel increcsed, this trade was still reletively modest and continued to
account for z small share of total 1npcrts of the products concerned by pzrtici-
pating countries. Sone nembers also referred to the discussions which had taken
pleece in G.IT and in other internationzl organizations concerning the importance
of pranotinz the expansion of trade cnong developing countries. In this comnexion,
it was suggested that 2s nany developing countries had undertaken a ccnprehensivg
review of their trade relations and interests in their preparations for the
multilateral trade neﬂotlutlons, the detailed infornmation so collected could also
be put to good use in a further round of trade negotiations =nong developing
countries. Sane nernbers suggested that it would be desirzble to seck to expand
nentbership of the Protocol and product coverage as well as the niergins of
preference through 2 new round of negotictions anong developing countries which
might also be consicdered as a2 contribution to the mmltilateral trade negotiztions.
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The possibility of negotiating linear tariff reductions in respect of major
categories of developing country inports from other developing countries and the
reduction or elinination of non-tariff neasures among interested developing
countries were also suggested. ‘

19. The Camittee took note of corments nade by delegations with regard to
enlarzerient of the Protocol and azreed to revert to this natter at its next neeting
for the purpose of undertaldnz a2 detailed exaninstion of the possibilities and
scope as well as tining, of a further round of negotiations anong developing
countries.

Ratification of the Protocol

20. The Chairman said that since the previous meeting of the Camittee, Uruguay
had deposited its instrument of ratification. .Ls indicated in CPC/27, the Protocol
had entered into force for Uruguay on 11 September 1975. He noted that ratification
renained pending in respect of Peru zncé the Philippines. The representatives of
Peru and the Philippines said that ratification procedures by their countries might
be campleted in the near future. The Camittee took note of the information
conveyed by the representatives of Peru and the Philippines.

~nnual report

21. The Cheoirman recalled that at its last meeting, the Comittee had asiked the
secretariat to prepare a draft anmnual report to the CONTR.L.CTING PJRTIES to the
General .zreenent on the second year of operation of the Protocol. The drafi
Second .nnuel Report was circulated as CPC//26. In adopting the reportl, as
atended in the lizht of the sugzestions nacde by nenbers, the Cormittee urzed
participating countries which had not done so to provide the necessary statistical
infornation for inclusion in the third section of the cdocument as soon as possible.

Other business

22. The Chairmen referred to CPC/25 ond said that a carmmication received fron
the Government of lMexico (L/4210) had been brought to the attention of participating
countries. The cormmnication referred, inter olia, to the adoption of a new
General Inport Tariff by the Mexican suthorities. .. copy of the new schedule was
available in the secretariat for consultation by delegations. The Camittee

toolk note of the Mexican soarmunication.

lIssued as 1/4238 and Add.1,
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23. The Chairman said that a comrmmnication submitted by Uruguay, issued as
CPC/27, comtained the schedule of concessions granted by Uruguay within the
franework of the Protocol taking into account the updating of the new tariffs in
accordance with Decres No, 248/975. The Camittee toock note of the camunication
recelved fron Uruzuay.

Rotation of officers

24. The Chairnan said that in accordance with the rules of procedure contained
cdocunant GPC/2, his tern of office had come to an end. He expressed his
appreciation for the support which delezations had given hinm in guiding the
activities of the Comnittee during his tenure of office and the co-operation
provided in thes efforts beinz made to bring about the enlargement of the Protocol.
The representative of Turkey, lir. I. Parnon, assuned ths Chairmanship of the
Camittee for the forthcoming period, the Vice-Chairmen being the representetive
of Uruguay.

Yaoxt neetinz

25, It was agreed that the date of the next regular‘quarterly neeting of the
Caxittes would be fixed by the Chairman in consultation with delegations.
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Statement by the Delegation of Paraguay

On behalf of the Govermment of the Republic of Paraguay, I should like to
express my satisfaction at participating in this meeting of the Committee for the
purpose of finaligzing the arrangements for my country'!s accession to the Protocol
Relating to Trade Negctiations Among Develcping Countries,

My satisfaction Js all the greater in seeing that I am surrounded by
representatives, all from friendly countries, with which Paraguay maintains
excellent relations.

May I on this occasion express my country's grect interest in joining the
sixteen friendly countries which have signed the Protocol, as one more effcrt
being made to overcome the obstacles hampering its economic develepment. In this
respect I should like to underline that there is a great difference between
Paraguay's degree of development and that reached by the other countries
represented here. This difference is reflected in a per capita income level

that is substantially lower, and also in the relatively small volume of our
foreign trade.

My country!s situation of under-development is attributable to many
circunstances, inter alia its land-locked position, with no seashore, implies
substantial additional costs for freight and trans-shipment over 1,500 kilometres
of inland waterways between the capital and seaports. In the light of these
circumstances, Paraguay has been recognized by LAFTA as being a ¥relatively
less-developed country". Accordingly, more highly-developed countries that are
menmbers of that regional organization grant tariff and non-tariff advantages to
Paraguay, in 2 spirit of co-operation and brotherhcod that my Government
appreciates to the highest degree.

In connexion with my Government's expressed desire to accede to the Protocol,
we are well aware that in the short term this does not mean that we are in a
position to avail ourselves of the tariff concessions granted by the other
countries among themselves, still more in the case of trade links with countries
farther away. But Paraguay is eqgually convinced that its accession to the
Protocol will mark the sterting-point of a premising flow of trade with the other
signatory countries, .

Mr, Chairman, members of the Committee of Participating Countries, it only
remains for me, in the name of my Government, to express my thanks for having
given me an opportunity ‘o make this brief statement. I am glad to lknow that
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the members cf the Committee are favourably disposed toward Paraguay and I hope,
therefore, that a favourable decision will be forthcoming on my country!'s
epplication to accede to the Protocol Relating to Trade Negotiations Among
Developing Countries,

In this comnexiony, I should like to express my heartfelt appreciation to
those members of this Committee who have spentaneously supported our accession -
without negotiations - to the Protocol. Their attitude reflects a spirit of
Justice in full awareness of our real circumstances of under-development.

In conclusion, I should also like to express my gratitude to the
Development Division of GAIT which has been responsible for preparing the draft
Protocol of Accessicn, the text of which deserves the unreserved approval of the
Government of Parsguay.



