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COMMUNICATION BY TUNISIA

The following comunication has been received from the Permanent
Mission of Tunisia in connexion with the statistical data circulated in
L/5367/Add.l, pages 6-9.
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With respect to the statistical data on imports by Tunisia of products
included in its schedule of concessions, the following remarks are relevant:

1. Import trend

After an increase of the order of 69.6 per cent in 1980 in relation
to 1979 (from D 6,890,000 to D 11,649,000), the value of Tunisia's
imports of products covered by the Protocol of the 16 dropped back
appreciably in 1981, by 42.5 per cent in relation to 1980 and by 3 per
cent in relation to 1979.

The extent of this decline should be qualified:

- while imports of certain products (such as cotton yarn)
dropped back very substantially, those of other products (such as
generators) showed a significant increase (see table below);

- this table reflects a more balanced distribution of products
imported from participating countries since imports are no longer
concentrated on one single product.

SHARE OF PRINCIPAL PRODUCTS IMPORTED BY
TUNISIA IN RELATION TO TOTAL VALUE

Tariff item number 1980 1981 Increase

55.05 67.03% 27.68% (-)

ex 89.01 - 22.09% (+)

87.01 7.29% 16.06% (+)

51.01 5.51% 13.22% (+)

30.03 - 8.77% (+)

ex 01.02 9.07% 4.20% (-)

TOTAL 88.90% 92.02%
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2. Level of these imports

In the period 1979 to 1981, imports by Tunisia covered by the
Protocol of 16 represented respectively 6.8 per cent, 14.8 per cent
and 5.6 per cent of our total purchases from all origins.

3. Preponderant role of Spain

While in 1981 the structure of imports seems better distributed,
Spain continues to be the major supplier, with a share equivalent to
71.28 per cent of the total (with a value of D 4,767,000).

4. Rectification of product descriptions

Attached hereto is a table showing amendments which have been
made at the level of tariff sub-headings.
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