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Enlargement of the Protocol

Note by the Secretariat

1. A4t the eighth meeting of the Committee of Participating Countries in

April 1975 (GPC/22), consideration was given to the possibilities for enlargement of
the Protocoll in the light of the application by Paraguay for accession without
negotiations and the interest expressed by Romania, Sri Lanka and Iran in exploring
the possibilities for accession. Note was also taken of the interest in the Protocol
expressed by Bangladesh, the Dominician Republic and Madagascar.

2. With respect to the application by Paraguay, the Committee decided to invite the
representative of Paraguay to attend its next meeting for the purpose ¢f exchanging
views with members of the Committee and asked the secretarizt to prepare a note out-
lining possible terms and conditions which might be appropriate where countries apply’
for accession to the Protocol without negotiations.

3. With regard to Romania and Sri Lanka the Committee agreed, inter alia, that
participating countries which had not submitted lists of products for which they would
like to explore possibilities for an exchange of concessions with these two countries
should do so at the earliest pocsible date and preferably no later than 16 May 1975.
Participating countries which had not provided information on teriffs, trade data and

lSecretariat notes CPC/W/14 and CPC/W/18 drew attention to a number of points
relevant to the enlargement of the Prctocol.
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trade regulotions applicable to the products contained in the Romanian and

Sri Lankan lists were invited to provide such information by 16 May 1975. The
delegations of Romania and Sri Lanke were invited to provide information on
commercial policy and trade flows with respect to the products already identified
by participating countries no later than 16 May 1975 and for additional products,:
identified by other participating countries, witiin a month therefrom. A broadly
similar time-tadble would be applicable with respect to Iran, the delegation of
Iran being invited to submit its list of products as early as possible.

4. In the light of the progress mode in exploring the possivilities for an
exchange of concessions, it was suggested that the delegations of Romania,

Sri Lanka and Iran might be in a position to indicate to the July meeting of the
Committee whether they would wish to apply for accession to the Protocol and thus
enter into negotiations with participating countries.

5. The following paragraphs summarizc developments with respect to the enlarge-

ment of the Protocol since the 4pril 1975 meeting of the Committes.

Request for accession by Paraguay

6. is decided by the Committee, the representative of Paraguay has been ilnvited
to attend the July meeting of the Committee for the purpose of exchanging views
with representatives from participoting countries on the application for accesesion
by Paraguay. In Document GPG/W /21, the secretariat has outlined possible terms
and conditions which might be appropriate for accession to the Protocol without’
negotiations. In the light of the discussions in the Committees, the secretariat
could, if requested, prepere a draft Protocol for the accession of Paraguay for
consideration.

Countries having sxpressed interest in exploring possibilities for accession

Exchanze of information

ROMANT A

7. Brazil, Chile, Greece, Israel, Pekistan, Turkey and Yugoslavia have submitted
lists of products for which they would like to explore the possibilities for
concessions in the merket of Romania. Information on tariffs, trade data and

trade regulations applicable to the products conteined in the initial Romanian
list (CPC/11) has been provided by India, Israel, Turkey and Spain. The above-
mentioned lists of products and information have been transmitted to the delegation
of Romania. Romania has not so far provided trade and commercial policy data
covering the lists of products submitted by participating countries to Romania.
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8. The delegation of Romania has, however, submitted additional lists of
products of export interest to Romania in the markets of Bragzil, Chile, Egypt,
Greece, India, Israel, Mexico, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Spain, Turkey,
Uruguay. and Yugoslavia. These lists have been circulated in CPQ/23. As indicated
in CPC/23, the Romanian delegation is proposing to initiate preliminary
discussions with the participating countries concerned.

SRI_LANKA

9. Brazil, Chile, India; Pakistan, Republic of Korea, Turkey end Yugoslavia
have submitted lists of products for which they would like to explore the
possibilities for concessions in the market of Sri Lanka. Informetion with
respect to tariffs, trade date and trade regulations applicable to the products
contained in the Sri Lenkan list (CPC/14) has been provided by Brazil, India,
Mexico, Republic of Koreas, Spain, Turkey and Yugcslavia. The secretariet has
transmitted the above lists of products and informetion to the delegation of
Sri Lanke. The delegation of Sri Lanka hes provided relevant information with
respect to the products contained in the lists submitted by Greece, Chile, India
and Turkey. Informetion with regard to products contained in the lists ’
submitted by the other participating countries is expected to be forwarded
shortly by the delegation of Sri Lanka.

IRAM

10. The Iranian list of products of export interest mentioned in the communication
from Iren (CPC/16) has not so far been received. To the present, India, Pakisten,
Republic of Korea and Yugoslavia have provided lists of products for which they
would like to explore the possibilities for concessions in the market of Iran.
These listshave been transmitted tc thne delegation of Iran. At the request of

the Iranian delegation, the secretariat has recently identified products of
apparent export interest to Iran which benefit from concessions under the Protocol
and provided Iran with additional information on the Protocol itself.

Communications to Rcmania, Sri Lanka end Iran

11l. 4 secretariat communication to the delegations of Romania, Sri Lanka end
Iran, dated 11 June 1975, noted that members of the Committee had expressed the
hope thet these three countries might soon be in a position to take a decision
on gpplying for accession to the Protocol, thus opening the way for the negotistion
of concessions with interested participating countries. So far, the countries
concerned have not been in a position to indicate their reaction in this respsct.
The delegation of Romania has suggested the desirability of holding preliminary
discussions with those participating countries in whose markets it has expressed
an interest. The delegation of Sri Lenka has informed the secretariat that the
natter is under consideration by the Sri Lankan Government. No comments have
been received from the delegation of Iran which, as mentioned in paregraph 10
above, hes only recently received the additional information requested from the

secretariat. ’
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Communications tc Bangladesh, the Dominican Republic and Madagascar

12, At its fpril meeting, the Coﬁnittee agréed that the deleaations of Bengladesh,

the Dominican Republic and Madagascar be inviied to indicate whether their
countries would wvish to explore tho poosvol lities ?OL accession to the Protocol
in accordance with procedures in CPC/S/1l. On 21 Mey 1975, a cormunication was

thelr respective governments

sent to tha delegations concerned eng lelhb wheth
possibilities for accession

er
would be interested a2t this stags in expioring the
to the Protocol under the relsvant procsdurs n response to this comaunication,
the representative of Bangladesh has seid % is matter is under active
con51deratlon by the competent su horLUie in Bangladesh and that their reaction
might be expected in the near future. t the time of preparation of this note,
responses had not been rsceivsed from the Donlwlcaq Republic or Madagascara.

Other matters

13. The attention of the Committee is drawn to the discussions at the April
meeting of the Multilateral Trade Fegotiaticns Group "Tropical Products" when
guidelines for negotiations on tropical products were drawn up. 1t was agreed,
inter alia, that tropiczl products may be the subject of negotiations between
developing countries in accordance with special arrangements or procedures which
have been or may be accepted for such ﬁe#otla3¢0ﬁ¢ (MT/TP/1). It has been
suggested, both at the Lpril and June mestings of the Group "Troplcal Productsh,
thet the Protocol could be cconsidered as a speclal arrangenent viiere negotiations
anong developing countriss on fropical products couid tzke placs.

Points for considerathion

14. (i) Members of the Committee may wish to consider the possible terms and
conditions for accession to the Protocol without negotiations.l They might
also wish to have an exchange of views with the representative of Paraguay
concerning the Paraguayan reguest for accsssion.to the Protocol without
regotiations with a view to rsecring a decision orn the nmatter.

(1i) In tne light of the arrangenents ggreed to at the last meeting

(CPC/22 peragraphs 9 and 10) coamcerning procedurzs for exploring possibilities
for exchanging concessions with Roman ia Sri Lenka and Tran, participating
countries may have some corments and stions to offer vith a view to
meking further progress beyond the stege of exchanging information with the

countries concerned,

Sugge
ge

¢4ii) Members may wish to note tinat tiae Comnittee will be informed of any
further responses to the communications addressed to the delegations of
Bangladesh, the Dominicen Republic and Madagascar concerning the scope for
exploring the possibilities for accession to the Protocol.

(iv) Members may have some comments and suggestions to offer with respect
to paragraph 13 above.

Lsee also CPC/W/21



