
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON RESTRICTED CPC/W/27 9 October1975
TARIFFS AND TRADE Special Distribution

Preferential Arrangements
Among DevelopingCountries

Negotiated in GATTTT

cessioolo Bangli~adesh

te byrwh Setecretariat

1. This note, deaniwgw ithhtoeoreignin tra eB Banglad1.esh, is beingicuulatsledas
backguomnm .etlrla1 in connexn tihwtthe ap1ppciaoicnfoBangladnseEh for accession
without carrying out goniationstoesehP pto?occlla anirg tTrado eeNdgotiations
o.fng veloiLpinCountriei.1/.nexedAa re thfoe llowi g. tables:

I. Summary of ForenigTra(debyamoj commor:tieics) 1972/3 and 1973/4

II.Exports, cbyommodietis69b7/'0.

IIIExports, by courtesoo d;festination1 6959/.0,

.ImxLports, by maj commo:odytgrorrups 1973/74adJulQLycOotcber 1974.

V.Imports, by countries of origin,1973/74 aJnlu,y/Ootebor 79.4,

:erosetuoieadopt?-ed by theEconomic and cSoail Council tofhe UnideN Hations
on 3J lu1y 1975 concerngnt ehl ast-tsdeveloped untryco stasuo Of Bgnaledosh is also
.ttaeh.d, Itsie pecx-tetd hthdhis resolution wllb tveaken p a nt the currentesss-ion
of t eeGerallAssembly.n

Foreign tredrégimeei

(a) The nalg1adesh taiff

2. e oanglaladesh tariff consistof fwtvo maincsedule1cs, covering import and export
duties, a denoapnepoicec. A irdrc listivescessessS leviable necEartin articles
for sale or export.

oDecbernt CPC/26.
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3. The main import tariff (the First schedule) is based on the BTN. SITC (R)
codes are shown for correspondence. The tariff has five columns:

(a) Statutory rate of duty;

(b) Concessionary rate chargeable as a result of general exemption for
all countries;

(c) Concessionary rate chargeable under GATT;

(d) Preferential margin for goods produced or manufactured in Sri Lanka or
a Briitish colony;

(e) Preferential .margin for goods produced or manufactured in the
United Kingdom.

4. Statutory rates of import duty range up to 300 per cent ad valorem (the rate
on most silk. clothing and some synthetic fabrics).Goods which appear to make up
a significant portion of imports bear statutory rates of between 25 and
125 per cent, althoughl a few bear higher duties. Luxuries are dutiable at much
higher rates.

5. Specific duties apply to some items such as tea, tobacco, salt, sugar,
betel nuts, currants, certain fuels and precious metals, alcoholic beverages,
cinema film, matches, etc.

6. Concessionary rates of duty are listed in Appendices I to VII. Appendix I
shows margins of preference on goods produced in the United Kingdom, British
colonies and Sri Lanka.These margins range generally between 6 and 10 per cent
ad valorem below the corresponding statutory rates.

7. Appendices II to V give details of total or partial tariff exemptions for
certain scientific, educational, charity or relief goods. Appendix VI gives the
schedule of concessionary rates chargeable under "general exemption" provisions.
These cover a wide range of products, and are generally set between 15 and
35 per cent ad valorem below statutory rates. Appendices VII and VIII list
reduced rates of duty on agricultural and other machinery. These reductions
appear to beconsiderable in some cases, e.g.on BTN item 40.09 (piping and
tubing of unhardened vuIcanizedrubber) thereduced rate for agricultural use
is 15 per cent as against an m.f.n. rate of 115 per cent.
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8. Sales taxes and excise duties are listed in Appendices IX and X. Sales tax is
in principle levied on all goods produced in or imported into Bangladesh at a rate
of 20 per cent. However, a large number of products, listed in Appendix IX,
Lists I and II, are exempted from sales tax. Others (List III) are taxed at
reduced rates, while others (List IV) bear heavier sales taxation or are taxed
only when imported (List V) or exported (List VI). Excise duties, listed in
Appendix X, are in principle charged on a variety of food, mineral chemical,
plastic, leather, textile, glass, metal and machinery products, on hotel and
restaurant services and on matches. Again, however, certain classes of products
are wholly or partly exempted.

9. Export duties (the Second Schedule) are levied on meshta fibre and raw jute,
raw cotton, cottonseed, salted and dried fish, and cotton yarn. Other products
(jute manufactures, cotton waste, rice, tea, raw hides and skins, cement, bamboos,
raw wool and fresh and frozen fish) are free from export taxes under "general
exemption" provisions.

10. Cesses are levied on tea, jute, cotton, lac, bones, bristle, butter, cereals
other than rice, drugs, brush fibres, fish, some fruits, ghee, raw hides, manure,
oilcakes, pulses, seeds, raw skins, spices, manufactured tobacco, some vegetables,
wheat flour, goat hair and wool. The rate applying to all products except tea,
jute, cotton and lac is ½ per cent ad valorem of current wholesale price; others
are taxed at specific rates levied on weight. The cesses on cotton and tea are
payable on all local production, whether or not exported; those on other products
are payable only on export.

(b) Export policy

11. Bangladesh is attempting to diversify its export structure from jute and jute
goods which currently account for some 85 per cent of exports. Of non-jute
exports, leather and leather goods, tea and fish and fish preparations are at
present the most significant. Exports of jute products are limited to the public
sector. Other products may be exported by any registered exporter, whether in the
public or private sector.

(C) Import Policy

12. The import régime is reviewed every six months. The most recent review is
published in the Bangladesh Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 2 July 1975, covering
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the period from. 1 July to 31 December 1975, a copy of which may be consulted in
the secretariat by interested delegations. Imports are divided into three main
lists:

List I - items which can be imported by eligible commercialimporters
in the private sector.

List II - items which may be imported by the Trading Corporation of
Bangladesh, and/or by the Sector Corporation and other
agencies.

List III - items which may be imported against Bangladesh nationals¹
foreign exchange earnings.

13. Products imported by industry must be licensed. Goods imported against
licences issued to an industrial consumer must beutilized in the industry to
which the licence has been issued and may not be sold, transferred or otherwise
disposed of without prior permission from the licensing authority. Conditions
under which licences willbe granted are also set out in the above-mentioned
issue of the Bangladesh Gazette. Annex I lists the industrial sectors which are
eligible for priority licensing in the July-December shipping period. Industrial
sector raw materials and packing materials to be licensed in the same period are
contained in Annex II of the Gazette. Industries eligible for additional port
licenses. depending upon their export performance, are listed in Annex VIII.
The basis of commercial and industrial licensing for the July-December 1975
shipping period is given in Annexes III and IVof the Bangladesh Gazette.

14. Bangladesh has a special trade and payments agreement with India for
settlement of trade accounts. Among other participating countries Bangladesh
has bilateral agreements with Egypt, Republic of Korea and Yugoslavia.Barter
and other bilateral agreements also exist with Iran, Burma, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Hungaria, Poland, Romania,USSR and the German Democratic Republic.
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TABLE I

Summary of Foreign Trade

EXPORTS

US$ million US$ million
Fis

cal ra

_
A %soa

mourodity Fiscae r0a tf aotclFis ïScalaye o OfaltL
______7 ./r> ______ _____ __ _ _

Raw jute1a0.2 38 4 127.8 34.4
Jute g.ods 174^3 51 4 197 * 53 2
Tea 9.4 2;8 14.7 4.0
Leather 16.3 4.8 7?2 4.6
FiSh .acI Shl p 4.4 1.3 7.9 21
0+.hel/ 4.2 1.2 6.0 1.6

Total 338. 100 371. 8 100

_____~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~s%___A

4-llclllcli cyDorts Of newspri,t 1ld -,,er

Corodîtv -o1al.Fiscal year cf total Fiscal vcar Of total

.__9 _' _G__ __ - 1, 7_ --_ __~~~~~~~~~~~0 _

Food graiins 320.3 44,1 304.4 33,3
Edible oll ... 3444 318
Cotton textiles ... 18.5 2e0
Petrole-m products 5.7 0.8 48.6 5.3
Crude petroleum 17.5 2.4 38.6 4.2
Raw cotton 41.8 5.7 34. 5 3.8
Cotton yar 13 6 1 8 33.1 3.6
Fertilizer 28.0 3. 23.8 2 6
Cerent 7.0 10 18.O 2.0

Capital goods 100.0 13.7 155.2 16.9
Other 196.61/ 27.0 204.5 22.3

Total 700 917.6 100

4'±ncludes imports of edible oil and cotton textiles
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TABLE II

Exports of Bangladesh, by Commodities

(Fiscal Year 1969/70)

-US$1000FiscalYear
of totalFiscal year

1969/70

Total exports 349,337. 5 100 (-)

Total juteexports 320,884.1 91.8 (100)
of which

Jute, raw 147,445.7 42.2 (45.9)
Jute, cuttings and waste 12, 717.2 3.6 (4.0)
Jute, fabricsand products 160,721.2 46.0 (50.1)

Total non-iute exports 28,453 .4 8.2 (100)
of which:

-Fishand fish preparations 3,344 . 6 0.9 (11.8)
Fish meal 26.1 - (0.1)
Frogs legs 261.5 0.1 (0.9)
Animal, by-products 578.6 0. 2 (2.0)
Vegetables 32.0-(0.1)~~~~(0.1)
C-V otab, oil s aud cil -cak8s 50.1 . ) 0.2 (3 Ù0
Tea and spices 422.9 . 0.1 (1-5)
Susar and .l.sse 0. 6. 7 - (0.2)
Tobacco 27.3 - (0.1)
LeaThor =c. ocather goods 1 69.4 3.,6,,. -6 (44e5)
Paper ind paper products 353.4. 0.1 (1.2)
?Tn-;tl fibres aid textiles 8,916.5 3) 2. (31.
CV îcal products and Daper 228.7 8 0.1 (0.3)
mancclicueous --ufactared articles 182.7 . - (0,6)
Blectrical goods 6. 52)7 0. - (C½2)
ndic-ratsernd jewellccy 169. - 0 (O.6)

Others, n.e.s. 277.9 0.1 (1.0)

Jvme 1970 -

no othcr
Dataomemived fre. Ionthly Foreign Trade Statistics of Pakistan,
Central Statistics effmce, Gov-rnrent of aPakistan, Krachi - as
comparable statistics were available to tha secretariet.
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TABLE III

Exportsof Bangladesh, by CountryofDestination

(Fiscal Year 1969/70)

Country US$1000Fiscal Year 1969/70 of total

Total exports 349,337.5 100

CPC countries 29,666.5 8.4

of which:

Brazil 2,423.5 0.7
Chile 2,215.7 0.6
Egypt 5,782.3 1.7
Greece 686.8 0.2
Korea, Republic of 373.5 0.1
Mexico 98 . 9
Peru 2,194.5 0.6
Philippines 741. 9 0 .2
Spain 5,311.5 1.5
Tunisia 370.3 0.1
Turkey 3,865.5 1.1
Uruguay 1,633.4 0.5
Yugoslavia 3,968.7 1.1

Other countries 319,671.0 91.5
of which:

EEC 110,238.6 31.6
United States 52,963.1 15.2
China, People's 21,649.9 6.2
Republic

Australia 14,811.9 4.2
Argentina 10,967.5 3.1
Japan 10,218.0 2.9
Singapore 7,799.6 2.2
Poland 7,069.0 2.0
USSR 5,999.3 1.7
Canada 5,679.4 1.6
Portugal 5,551.8 1.6
Nigeria 4,869.1 1.4
Czechoslovakia 3,988.8 1.1
Iraq 3,657.1 1.0
Kenya 3,180.5 0.9
Syria 2,860.5 0.8
New Zealand 2,813.4 0.8
Romania 2,775.9 0.8
Sweden 2,596.0 0.7
Others 39,981.6 11.4

Data derived from Monthly Foreign Trade Statistics of Pakistan, June 1970 - Central
Statistics Office, Government of Pakistan, Karachi - as no other comparable statistics
were available to the secretariat.
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Fifty-ninth session
Agenda item 9

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
(on the report of the Economic Committee (E/5738))

1976(LIX). Identificaticn of the least developed among the developing countries

The Economic and Social Council,
Bearingin mind General Assembly resolution 2768 (XXVI) of 18 November 1971,

in. paragraph 4 of which the Assembly approved the list of hard-core least
developed countries, and in paragraph 5 of which it requested the Council to
instruct the Committee for Development Planning to continue, in close collabo-
ration with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the review of
criteria for the identification of the least developed among the developing
countries,

Recalling Council resolution 1726 (LIII) of 28 July 1972, in which,
inter alia, the Committee for Development Planning was requested to undertake an
examination of the latest updated statistical information on the relevant
economic, social and other variables in respect of the developing countries, with
aview to making recommendations to the Council on any modification that might

appear necessary in the list of hard-core least developed countries on the basis
of the criteria used in drawing up that list,

Noting chapter II of the report of the Committee for Development Planning on
its eleventh session¹,

Recommends that the General Assembly at its thirtieth session should approve
the addition of Bangladesh, the Cenral African Republic, Democratic Yamen and
the Gambia to the list of hard-core least developed countries.

1978th plenary meeting
30 July 1975

¹Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 4 (E/5671).


