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Note by the Secretarigt

1. Teis note, dealing with the fereign trade of "Benzlodesh, is being circulated as
backgrourd mcterizl in ceounnexion with the cpplication of Bangleodesh for azccessicn
without corrying out negot1$oion~ to the Protocol Relating to Truade iegotiations
imong Developing Countries.* .Cmex~d are the following teobles:

”a

I. Sumncry of Foreign Trode (ty mojor commeditics) 1972/3 and 1973/4
I1. EHxports, by ccmodities, 19¢9/70,

III, Exports, bty couniries of destinetion, 1969/70,

10}
<

Iv., Imporis, by major commodity pvoups 1573/74 od July/Octcber 1974.

=

V, Imports, by countrics of origin, 1973/74 and July/October 1974,

Beononic and focial Council of the United Hations
asiv-developed couniry status of B“noladosn is olso
is resolution will be tuzken up at the current session

.. resolution =doptad by the
on 30 JuLj 1975 conC°r.1ng tue le
attachad It is expected that ta
of the = 1vrul .LSsemb 1“

Foreign iradce récine

(a) The Bonglodesgh sariff

2 The Bengledesh teriff consists of two main schedules, covering lmport cnd export
duties, ond ten appendices, .- third list gives cesses levieble on certoin erticles
for sale or expors

-
“Docunent CPC/26.
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3. The mcin inport teriff (the First Schedule) is bosed on the BT, SITC (R)
codes are shown for correspondence, The tariff has five columns:

(a) Statutory rate of duty;

(b) Concessionary rote chargeeble as a result of gencrecl exemption for
ell countries;

(c) Concessionary ratc chorgeable under GLTT;

(d) Preferentizl maorgin for goods produced or manufactured in Sri Iankz or
a British colony;

(e) Preferential morgin for goods produced or manufactured in the
United Kingdon.

Lo Stetutory rates of import duty range up to 3CC per cent od vealoren (the rate
on most silk clothing ond some synthetic fabrics). Goods which appear to meke up
e significant portion of imporis bear stotutory rotes of between 25 and

a

125 per cent, although o few bear higher dutics, Luxwries arc dutiable at much
higher rotes.

5 Specific duties ezpply to some items such as tea, tobacco, salt, sugar,
betel nuts, currants, certain fuels and precious metals, alcoholic beverages,
cinema film, matches, ctec.

6. Concessionery rates of duty are listed in Zppendices I to VII., Lppendix I
shows margins of preference on goods produced in the United Kingdom, British
colonies and Sri Lank:. These mergins range generally between 6 and 10 per cent
ad valorem below thc corresponding sbtatutory raves.

7o Zppendices II to V give details of %otal or partial teriff exemptions for
certain scientific, educational, charity or relicf goods, ILppendix VI gives the
schedule of concessionary rates chargeable under "general exemption” provisions.
These cover a wide range of products, and are generally set between 15 and

35 per cent ad valorem below statutory rates. .ppendices VII and VIII list
reduced rates of duty on agricultural and other machinery., These reductions
appear o be considerable in some cascs, s.g. on BIN item 40.09 {piping and
tubing of unhariened vuleonized rubber) tho roduced rate for agriculturnl usc
is 1% 1er cent 23 agninst an m.f.n. rate of 115 per cent.
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8. Sales taxes and excise duties are listed in Appendices IX and X, Sales tax is
in principle levied on all goods prcduced in or imported into Bangladesh at a rate
of 20 per cent., However, & large number of products, listed in fppendix IX,

Lists I and II, ere exempted from sales tex. Others (List III) sre taxed at
reduced rates, while others (List IV) bear heavier sales taxation or are taxed
only when imported (List V) or exporied (List VI)s DExcise duties, listed in
Lppendix X, are in principle charged on a variety of food, mineral, chemical,
plastic, leather, textile, glass, metal and machinery products, on hotel and
restaurant services and on matches. Again, however, certain classes of products
are wholly or pertly exempted.

9. Export duties (the Second Schedule) ere levied on meshia fibre and raw jute,
.. raw cotton, cottomseed, salted and dried fish, and cotton yarn. Other products
(jute manufactures, cotton waste, rice, tea, raw hides and skins, cement, bamboos,
raw wool and fresh and frozen fish) are free from export taxes under "general
exenption"™ provisions.

10. Cesses are levied on tea, jute, cotton, lac, bones, bristle, butter, cereals
other than rice, drugs, brush fibres, fish, some fruits, ghee, raw hides, manure,
oilcakes, pulses, seeds, raw skins, spices, manufactured tobacco, some vegetables,
wheat flour, goat hair and wool. The rate applying to ell products except tea,
jute, cotton and lac is % per cent ad valorem of current wholesale price; others
are taxed at specific rates levied on weight. The cesses on cotton end tea cre
payable on all local production, whether or not exported; those on other products
are payesble only on export.

(b) Export policy

1l. Bangladesh is attempting to diversify its export structure from jute and jute
goods which currently account for some 85 per cent of exports. Of non-jute
exports, leather and leather goods, tea and fish and fish preperations are at
present the most significant. Exporits of jute products ere limited to the public
sector, Other products mey be exported by any registered exporter, whether in the
public or private sector.

(¢) Import policy

12, The import régime is reviewed avery six months. The nmost recent review is
published in the Bangladesh Gazette, Extraordinary, dated 2 July 1975, covering



the period froz 1 July to 31 December 1975, a copy of wvhich may be consulted in
the secretariat oy interested deiegetions, Impoxts are divided into three nain
lists: .- ’

List I - items which con be imporied by eligible commercial importers
in the Drﬁvate sector, ‘
List II - igems vhich aay bu imported oy tne Trading Corperation of
Bangladesh, ard/.r by the Scctor Corporation and other
agencics,
List TIT - items which meg be imvorted against Benglodesh nationals!
foreign exchinge eornings.
13, Products imported by industry must be licensed, Gocds imported cgainst
licences issucd to an industrial conswier must bz utilized in the industry to.
which the licence has been issued and may not be sold; transferred or otherwise
disposed of without vrior permission froa the licensing cuthority. Conditicns
LDA“r which licences will be granted ere aisc set out in the avove-mentioned
ssue of the Banladpsn Gazette. nﬂnux I lists the industricl sectors which are

1sing in the July-December shipping period. Industrial
king materials to be licensed in the sazne period are
contained in Jnnex II of {he Gazetie. Industries eligible for additional.import
licences, depending upon their export performonce; are listved in lnnex VIII. -

The basis of commercial and 1ndusi:i 1 licensing for the Tuly-December 1975

T A~ Cnm bt

-
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shipring pericd is ziven in antexes IXI ond IV of +the Banglodesh Gazed

aemp M lliy 1y ad wal

ellg"olp for priority licen
secteor raw materiels and

el o
"0
(D [¢] (’)

Ca

14s Bongladesh has o speciel traede and payments agresement with Indiz for
settlenent of trade accountse. Jhong other pariicipating countries, Bangledesh
has bilateral zgreements wita Egypt, Republic of Horee and Yuposlavia, Borter
and other bilateral agreements also exist withk Iran, Burne, Bulgerie,
Czechoslovelkia, Hungary, Poland, Romenia, USSR and the Germen Democratic Republic,



TIBLE I

—

Sumnary of Foreign Trade

 IXPCRIS

1US$ nmillion o US% million .

3 L&S /‘b '...S 0

Comodity Fiscol yeer of total Fiscal year | of jf,otg_’]_
L 1972/73 1973/ 7
Raw jute 130.2 32,4 127.8 34.4
Jute goods 174-3 51.4 197.8 53.2
Tea o 94 2.8 14.7 4.0
Leather 1 16.3 4.8 17.2 4.6
Fish a,‘?cl shrinp A 1.3 7.9 2.1
Otherd 4.2 1.2 6.0 1.6
Total, 1 338.8 100 371.8 100
-
=Tucluding exports of newsprint and poper
IMPORTS
Us% million C e US% nillion .o
Commodity - us b P
o Fiscal year of total Fiscal year of total
1972/73 1973/74
Food grains 320.8 Lol 30442 33.3
Edible oil vae ‘e 3o, 3.8
Cotton textiles con ces 18.5 2.0
Petroleun products 5.7 0.8 48,6 5.3
Crude petroleun 17.5 2.4 38.6 Le2
Raw cotton: 41.8 5.7 34.5 3.8
Cotton yarn 13.6 1.8 33.1 3.6
Fertilizer 28.0 3.3 23.8 2.6
Cenzent 7.0 1.0 18.0 2,0
Capital goods 100.0 13.7 155.2 16.9
Other 196, 6/ 27.0 2045 22.3
Total 727.0 100 927.6 100

-
%ncludes inports of edible oil and cotton textiles
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TABLE TI
Fxports_of Bongiadaesh. t

(Fiscal Year 1963/70)
i ! ;
5 US31000 ! o |
3 o nsS P
Cormod by . ! of total |
Fiscal vear i
1969/70 ;
( o !
Total exnorts ; 349,337.5 | 100 (-)
- - ]

- . e
VT UINES “nNQ wWasee

Jute, fobrics and products

Total non-jute evoorts

cf which:
Tish and fish prepavations
Fish meal

Frogs legs

Animal, by-products
Vegetables

Cilseeds, oils and oil-cakes
Tea and spices

Sugar and molnsses

Tcbaceo ‘

Leather axd loather goods
Poper and paper products
Textile fiores and textiles
Chemicel products and paper

iscellaneous manufactured articles

Electrical goods
dendicrafts and jewellcry
Others, n.e.s.

3 ’ ./‘u/:/{ir . 6
26.1
261.5
578.6
22.0
&50.1
422.9
60.7
27.3
12,652.4
3534
§,910.5
228.7
182.7
55.7
159.8
277.9

fg:fi(zoo)

2.2 (45.9
3.5 {L.0)
15.0 (50.1)
8.2 (100)
0.9 {11.8)
- (0.1)
0.1  (9.9)
0.2 (2.0)
- (0.1)
0.2 (3.0)
0.1 (1.5)
- (0.2)
- (0.1)
3.5 (44.5)
0.1 (1.2)
2.6 (31.2)
0.1 (0.8}
- (0.6)
- (0.2)
- (0.58)
0.1 (1.0)

Data derived from Montlly Foreign Trade Statistics of Pakistan, June 1970 -

Central Statistics Office, Government of Pakistan, RKarachi - as no other

comparable statistics were available to the secretariat.
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IABLE II1

Exports of Bangladesh, by Counkry of Destinotion
(Fiscal Year 1969/70)

1
Count US$ 1000 ; hAs %
ry Fiscal Year 1969/70 a of total
Total exporis HM9:33720 100
CPC countries 29,666.5 8.4
of whichs
Brazil 2,423.5 0.7
Chile 2,215.7 0.6
Egypt 5,782.3 . 1.7
Greece 686.8 | 0.2
Korea; Republic cof 373.5 0.1
Mexico %8.9 g -
Peru 2,194..5 i 0.6
Philippines 7419 ; 0.2
Spain 5,311.5 'l 1.5
Tunisia 370,3 ; 0.1
Turkey 3,865.5 ; 1.1
Uruguay 1,633.4 : 0.5
Yugoslavia 3,968.7 1.1
Other countries 319.671.0 91.5
of which: - ‘
EEC 110,238.6 | 31.6
United States ; 52,963.1 15.2
China, People's 21,649.9 | 6.2
Republic 1
Australia 14,811.9 ‘ 42
Argentina 10,967.5 3.1
Japan 10,218.0 2,9
Singapore 7,799.6 2.2
Poland 7,069.0 2.0
USSR 5,999.3 1.7
Canada 5679 .4, 1.6
Portugal 5,551.8 1.6
Nigeria 4,869.1 1.4
Czechoslovakia 3,988.8 1.1
Irag 3,657.1 1.0
. Kenya 3,180.5 ! 0.9
Syria | 2,860.5 i 0.8
New Zealand 2,812.4 % 0.8
Romania 2,775.9 | 0.8
Sweden 2,596.0 | 0.7
| Others 39,981.6 ; 11.4

Data derived from Monthly Foreign Trade Statistics of Pakistan, June 1970 - Central
Statistics Office, Govermment of Pakistan, Karachi ~ as no other comparable statistics
were available to the secretariat.
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Fifty-ninth session
Agenda item 9

RESCLUTION ADOPTED BY THE FCONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCTL
(on the report of the Economic Committee (E/5738))

2976(LL). Identification of ‘he least developed among the developing countries

The Iconcmic and Social Ccuncil,

Bearing in :ind Gencral Assembly resolution 2768 (XXVI) of 18 November 1971,
in paraegrapk 4 of which the Asssably approved the list of harc-core least
deveicped countries, and in paragraph 5 of which it requested the Council to
instruct the Commnittee for Develepment Planning to continue, in close collabo-
raticn with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the review of

criteria for the identification of tie least develcped among the develcoping
countries,

Recalling Council resolutiocn 1724 {LIII) of 28 July 1972, in which,
inter alia, the Committee for Development Planning was requested to undertaks an
examination of the latest updated statistical information on the relevant
economic, social and other variables in respect of the developing countries, with
& view to making reccmmendations to the Council on any modif'icaticn that might
appear necessary in the iist of hard-core least developed countries on the basis
of the criteria used in drawing up that list,

Noting chapter II of the report of the Committeec for Develcpment Planning on
its eleventh session-,

Recommends that the General Assembly at its thirtieth session should approve
the addition of Bangledesh, the Ceniral African Republic, Democratic Yemen and
the Gambia to the list of hard-core least developed countries.

1978th plenarv meetinz
30 July 1975

-
“Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fiftv-ninth Session,
Suppleinent No. 4 (E/5671).



