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EXPANSION OF TRADE AMONG DEVELCOPING COUNTRIES — TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION

_Note by the Secretariat

1. Document Spec(79)22 dated October 197G, prepsred for the ad hoc consultations
in the same month, briefly describes the technical documentation and data
prepared to that time which was circulated to developing countries participating
in the work prograime rela.ting to the expa.nsion of trade among develowlng
countries on a global basis. This note summarizes developments in the cont:.nuzng
techm.ca.l work be:.ng undertaken by the secretar:.a.t s:.nce then.

Country stud:.es

2. In a.dd.:.t:.on to the stud.:.es a.lrea.dy prepared *Por Pifty-two countnes, work is
proceeding for a further twelve countries which have expressed interest in this

activity.

Least-developed countries

3. At the request of a number of least-developed countries, the secretariat is
in the process of exploring points which might be relevant to the interests of
the leest-developed countries in the broad framework of the expansion of trade

ameng developing countries.

Tariff files

4., With a view to providing a firm informetion basis in connexion with the
expension of trade among developing countries, the secretariat is examining the
possibility of establishing a tariff and trade data system for developing
countries on the basis of tsriff data and import statistics classified by customs
tariff item and country of origin recorded on megnetic tape. The secretariat has
written to developing countries seeking their co-operation in this matter.
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Product identification

5. A Gocument will be circuloted shortly identifying nroducts of actual’
export 2nd import interest to develoring countries perticipeting in the work
Drogromme besed on the latest aveilable UM statistics for each countr con-
cerned. Details of medin develoning country markets cnd sources of immorts
will alsc be shown.

Agriculturel “roducts

6. The secretarict is jreperinc a2 note identifying complementarities in
trede in agricultural products emong develoning countries.

T;‘rade related i’s.c'éors

7. 1In response to = number of other suggestions meade et tie 2d hoc con~
sultations, the secreteriat is examining the possibility of nrepering back-
ground notes on the application of industricl complementation agreerents
among developing countries, the identification of possible sectors where
developing countries moy be able to co~overate inter-rezionally in the con-
text of State trading and a further note supplementarr to LDC/TS/3S
focussing on foreirn trade fincnece and credit nossibilities in relation to
the expension of trade anong developing countries.



