BESTRICTED

- GENERAL AGREEMENT ON o/k
, 31 January 1961
TARIFFS AND TRADE Limited Distribution
COWMNCIT N

22 February -~ 3 March 1961

FUTURL WORK OF THE COUNCIL

Proposals by the Executive Secrelary

It has been suggested in the advance agenda for the Council mesting on
22 February (C/3) that it would be useful if the Council were to consiler sdme
planning of its work £or subsequent meetings during 1961. The only other meeting
of the Counejl .hua far envissged for 1961 is to be held fram 25 September to
3 October, but the Council will be convened at other times if required.

1. Procedures for new and residusl balance-of-payments restrictions

The question of the scope of notifications to be gubmitted pursuant %o
paragraph 7 of the procedures, approved at the seventsenth session of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES (L/139L), has been included in the agenda for the Februaxy
meeting, but the Councii was also instructed (SR.17/8) to review the procedurss
themselves and to submit a report to the CONIRACTING PARTIES at the nineteenth
gession. It is suggested tha®t this review should bs undertaken abt the Saptember
meoting in the light of experience of the spplication of the procedures during

the year.

2. Impact cf cormodity problems upon intsrnationsl trade

A number of suggestions were made at the seventeenth session (SR.l’?/é}
ecncerning the procedurc for doaling with this item in future years. It wos
agrecd that the Council should make arrangements for the comsideration of this
item by the CONTRACTING PARTIES in 1961. It is suggested that the Council at
its meeting in September should discuss this guestion and endeavour to identify
the perticular problems, if any, to which the CONTRACTING PARTIES should givo
sttention; +the Council might also maeke arrangsussts for the consideration of any
such problems, preferadly before the ninetesuth sossion begina.

3, Dispogal of commodit uses

On this question also, a rumber of suggesticons wers made it the seventseenth
session concorning the menner in which the item should be treated by the CONTRACTING
PARTIES in futugye years (8R.17/6). The United States representative suggested
that contracting parties which dispose of commodily surpluses in world markets
slould submit snnual written reports and that these should be oxamined by the
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Couneil which would decide whobther the item shovld be ineluded in the agenda
of the CONTRACTING PARTI=S, It is suggested that the Council should give a
trial to the proposed procedure by inviting contracting parties which have
disposed of surpluses since the seventeenth session to submit reports by .

1 September, so that at its mceting in September the Council could decide which
guestiorns, if any, should be included in the agenda for the nineteenth seasion
The Council might also consider whether this item should be broadened to cover
the liguidation of strategic stocks as well as the disposal of commodity
surpluses; (the two Resolutions adopted by the CONIRACTING PARTIES on

L Mareh 1955 ere reproduced on pages 50/51 of the Third Supplement).

4. Reports under waivers

It was suggested at the sivteenth session, by the Special Group on
Orgenizstion {1/1200), that reports on action taken under waivers should be
oxamined by the Coumcil in order to expedite the work of sessions of the
COTRACTING EARTTIS, The following suggestions are put forward for considera-
tion by the Council:

(1) Agrievitural waivers

It is suggested that the Council should consult with the representatives
of the United States znd Belgium with a view to the spmual reports, under
the Decisions of 5 March 1955 and 3 December 1953, being submitied in
time for them to be congidered by the Couneil zt the September meeting.
If this should not be practicable, the reports might be subtmitted to

the Council after the nineteenth gession; the Couneil could examine
them and report therzon to the twentieth secsion.

(i4) The Sasr weiver and the United Kingdom waivers

It might be sgreed that these reports should be submitted in time
for them to be examined by the’Cmmcil at the mesting in Septamber.

(144) It ibye waiver

This waiver comes up for review in 1961, There would seem %o be nc
reason why this review should not be carried out by the Council at
ites meeting in September.

5, Congultations with Yugoslavie and Poland

The Council might consider submitting to the CONTRACTING PARTIES a
rocommendation that the anmual consuitations with Yugoslavia and Folend, under
the Deciarations of 25 May 1959 and 9 Novembor 1959, sbould be conducted
by the Council. It is suggested that the gecond consultation with Yugoslsvia
should be carricd out at the Septembor meeting and the first consultation with

Polend st a mecting early im 1962.
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6, Sessions of the CONTRACUING PARTIES

(a) It is suggested that in future the Council shouvld draw up in.advance
of each session of the CUIMTRACTING PARTIES e time-table for the first week, in
order thet delegates will know which items will be taken up and will be eble
to mske the necessary preparations so that there will not be a serious loss of
time during the first week as in the past., TFor the eighteenth session this might
be done by the CGouncil at the February meeting and for the nineteernth session
at the meeting in September.

(b) At the September meeting, the Council might consider the probdable work
programme for 1962 with a view to submitting a recommendation to the CONTRACTING
PARTIES as to the mumber of sessions that should be held during 1962.

7. Finance and administration

Detailed examinetion of budget estimates and of other finemeial and
administrative questions duwring sessions of the CONTRACTING PARTI:S is
proving increasingly @ifficult both for contracting partics and the secretariat.
Thereforc, in future these matters might be dealt with, in the first instance,
by the Coureil, For tkis purpome the Council might establish an advisory
cormittee on finence end administration which would report to the Council in
advance of the autumn session at which time the Council would firalize the
budget except for formal approval by the CONTRACTING PARTILS after amy
modification that wight be necessivated Dy deeisions taken during the session.

The question of further provision for the use of the Spanish languege has
been referred to the Council.



