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EIGHTERNTH SESSION OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES

Note by the Executive Secretary

At its meeting on 24 March, the Council will consider whether to recommend -
to the CONTRACTING PARTIES thet the session envisaged for 1-20 May should be -
cancelled, and that instead & meeting of the Council should be held at that tims.
It was decided at the last meeting of the Council that il s session is to be held
in May it will be preceded by a meeting of the Council and trat in this event
the Council will consider on 24 March which of the items on the provisional

agenda for the gession should be dealt with by the Council, leaving ‘the matters
of widsst interest for the session. '

To facilitate consideration of this matter, the following notes hsve besn
prepared on the items which would appear on the agenda for a sessiocn in May,
and suggestions are made as to how the various items ¢ uld be dealt with if the
CONTRACTING PARTIES wers not to meet until the autumn.,

1. TPROGRAMME FOR EXPANSION OF TRADE

(a) Teriff Conference

The Executive Secretary (the Chairman of the TNC) does not at
present ses any need to include this item on the provisional agenda.

(b) Committee II

The Committee met from 6 to 17 March, It will meet again om 24 April
to complete its third progress report. In these circumsvances, it
seems that discussion in Msy would be premmture.

(¢) Committee ITI

The Committee is curremtly meeting (21-29 March), The Committee will
prepare & report, but it will be concernsd meinly with the planning
of the implementation of its future programme of ¥ vk as drawn up at
the seventeenth session.

130 October to 25 November 1961 is the date fixed for the sutumn session.
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2. BALINCE OF P:YIENYS IThe ORT ROSTRICTIOLNS

The report by the Cormittec on Belance~of-Payments Restrictions on the
consultation with Ceylon (1/1427) was noted by the Covmeil which recommended
that it be adopted by the CONURLCITIG PIRTIS, The report could be submitted
to the CONELCTING PLRIT=S in October.

The Cammittee will meet froem 17 o 28 lpril to consult with six
cortracting parties under .riicle XII:4(b) or XVIII:i2(b). The reports
could be exzmined and noted by the Council iz May and e¢ould b. submitted to
the CCUR.CTING E.RTIES for formel adoption irn October.

3. IEALTLY LEPOnY ZESYRICTIONS

A report by the ‘orking Party on the meeting to be held in Kome fram
27 to 29 karch will be submitted to tke Council in May, The report could be
exarined in the first instance by the Council,

L,  TROCEDURES OR RUSIDULL LIPOKT RUSIRICTICNS

The Council decided on the extent and scope of the motifications of
restrictions which are to be communicated by-coniracting parties parsuant to
paragraph 7 of the procedures adopted at the seventocenktl.-zession. Coniracting
parties have been inwited -to submit lists by 1 Mey, The Council could
exsmine these lists ir May. The Council will review the erlectiveness of the
procedures. in September as previously arranged end will submit its report to
the CONTR/CTING P-RTIES in October,

5, ZUROFL. ECONGMIC CQITLITY

If there is to be a session in May, the representstive of the Commission
of the ExC should be ssked whether it is the intention of the liember States
to submit a report, pursuant to irticle L’XIV:'?(a), for consideration at the

sossion,
6. EUROFLN FRI TRIDS ASSOCIATION

There is some probebility that the text of the [greement creeting an
association between the HFD. and Finland will be transmitted to the COMNITLLCTING
PiRTIES in ~pril. .hile the Council may wish to meke errangements for the
prelimivary examination of this .Egreement, in accordance with the provisions
of Article KLIV, it is a matter which may call for early action by the

CONTR..CTIRG PARTIZS,
7. CEVRAL LERIC.I. TRu. TRIDE LRuA

The Govermment of Nicaragua has bgen asked whell.T a representative cen
attend the mceting of the Council or a session of tlh. SONTRLCTING PLRTIES
in May to permit consideration of the matters deferred Trom the seventeenth
session (SR,17/7) aud from the last meeting of the Council (Chri/y). If a
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representative of Nicaragua is availesble and if there is to be no session in
May, the questions could be exzmined by the Couvncil and the Council!s report
could be submitted lo the CONTRLCTING PIRTIES in October; if the Council
should decide to subnit any draft decision to contracting perties for approval,
this could be dore by postal ballot.

8. ACCESSIOIi OF SWITZERLAND

The Council has appointed a working group to continue the consultation
with Switzerland, under paragraph 1(c) of the Declaraticn of 22 November 1958,
The group will meet on 6 ard 7 .ipril end will report progress to the Council
in May; at the same time, the group may recommend a time-table for further
discussions.

9« JL{RTICIE XV REVISW

If a session is held in May, the CONTR/.CTING F.RTISS will appoint a
working party to conduct the review. If there is not to be a session in May,
the Council, at its meeting on 24 March, will appoint the working party.
10, SUBSIDIES

The Panel will meet from 10 to 1i Jpril to finelize the prepsrations for
the Review of the operation of the provisions of /rticle XVI, The Panells
report should be rcady to be examined by the Council in Xay, und the Council
could then consider the question of the timing of the review by the CONTR.CTING
P/RTIES,

li. 4RTICIE XVIIX

(a) Ceylon: extension of releasse on ceramicwere

The validity of the Decision of 30 November 1955 was extended by
the Decision of 18 November 1960 "until the close of the eighteenth
segsion’’.  Therefore, if thczo is no session in May, no action is
requirsd until the autumn session.

(b) Annual review under persgraph &

The third annual review could be cerried out when sub~item (2) is
considered,

12, ORGANIZITION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OFIRATION 1D DEVELOBRMENT

It seams unlikely thet the matt «s C¢issucsed at the last Council meeting
(C/i/4) could usefully be taken up again as early as May.

13, COMERCL.L POLICY FROBLEMS OF NEWLY-INDZF=ENDENT ST.TES

.s requested by the Council the Executive Se¢retary will submit elaborated
rroposals for consideration by the Council in Mzy. If in the course of further
discussion there is substantial support for the proposels, there wowld dbe
advantage in the CONTR.I.CTING IVRTICS takins a formsl decision in May,
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14. AUSTRsIIAN WAIVWR FOX PRODUCTS OF RAPUA-ILGW GUINEA

The Government of Australia has advised that its seventh annual report
under the Decision of 24 October 1953 will be submifted in time for examination
in Hay. It cowld be ezamined by the Council in Hay and could be submitted to
the CONTRACTIIIG ParRTTiS in October. '

15, SOUTE AFRICAN WAIVER FOR TREANLILTY OF RHODESIAN RLUUCTS

The first amnual report by the Government of South Afrdica under the
Decision of 4 June 1960 hes been distributed in document L/1422, This
report cnuld be examined by the Council in May snd the Council's report could
be submitted to the CONIRACTING PnRIILES in October.

16. MINISIERIAL ABETING OF THS CONTRACTIIG PaRTIES

The Council will consider on 24 ilarch whether a meeting at HMinisterial
level should be coanvened at the time of the session in October-liovember. If
there is a substantial body of opimion in favour of s meeting of Ministers,
the decision should be formalized by the CONIRACTING ESR.IES znd arrangements
should be made for putving in hand the necessary preparations,

17. TROGRAMME OF MuTLINGS MAY -~ CCTORBER 1961

At 1ts meeting in May, the Council could decide on the progranme of
Committee and wWorking Party meetings for the period prior to the suitumn sessicon.

18. BUDGETARY -ND AR CISTRATIVE QUESTIWNE

The Executive Secretary will report on the Resoluvion adopted by the
United Nations General Assambly concerning the Joint Staflf Pension Fund and on
the finel position under the 1960 budget. Papers will be distribubed.

Certain action is required but the decisions can be taken by ithe Council in
May, if there is no session of the CONIRACTING PaRTIRS.



