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1. Committee on Trade in Industrial Products (L/3496)

Mr. Stuyck (Belgium), Chairman of the Committee on Trade in Industrial Products,
introduced the second report of the Committee (L/3496), which covered the period since
the twenty-sixth session of the CONTRACTING PuRTIES. He said that, as concerns non-
tariff barriers, the Groups had carried out the assigned task of formulating conclusionn
on possibilities for concrets action, and the Committee had cuncluded that the rext
stage of work should be more selective and be undertaken with a view to elaborating
solutions on an 2¢ referendum basis. The subjects chosen as most fruitful for such
furvher effort at this stage were standards and their enforcement, problems ccnnected
with existing systems of valuation for customs purposes. and the limitations on
trade reviewed by Group /4, beginning with the operation of licensing systems. Work
within each of these areas would be undertaken in groups composed of those members
of the respectivs existing Groups who wish to take part. It was hoped that mcmbers
vovld send representatives who were officials specizlized in the questions to be
studied. There was alsc to be a continuing scarch for pessibilities of adaing cther
quecticns to this programme of work, tating into account the results of efforts in
other GuIT bodics. The Groups were te complete their work as scon as possible axd
report tc the Commituce. He felt that it might be uscful to convene the Committee on
Trade in Industrial Products before the swwmevr recsss; in order to review progress.

In nis vicw, thc Council might well wish to make arrangement to examine the
progress which had been made in work on the non-tariff barriers in time to incluce
this subject in its repnrl, to the twenty-scventh session. 4lthough it was still toc
garly to forcsec when the Groups would be able Lo finish their tasks, it would be a
great advantage if they were in a position to report to the full Committee at a
necting in October, sc that o report could be made to the Council in time to permit
it to report to the twenty-scventh sessicn of the CONTRACTING PARTIES.
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45 concerns the Tavriff Study, he noted wi
sustralia and New Zealant haé been adfe recrent had been reached on the
terms of reference for tae Ucrklng Perty on the Teriff Study. An important phasc
of the werk prograxme of the CONTRACTING PiRTIES, the analJSlS itself, would there-
fore Le starting very soon now.

isfaction that data for

YMr, Stuyck, having had informcl consultations with a& number of delegetions,
made cerbtein suggestions as te the future work of the Committes.

The representative of Canada, while agrecing with the suggestions made by
the Chairman of thc Cowmlttec, cxpresscl his understanding that the work envisaged
on valuation would not be concerned with the question of o common basing point
or adoption of the Brussels Convention, but would deal with the problems associated
with existing systems of valuation. Secendly, it was his understanding that the
new phase of the work did not inveolve o commitment to accept or implement solutions
which might be elaborated for sclected items, since the results achieved might not
provide a basis for a balanced negotiation. For this reason his authorities attached
major importence to the recommendction that the Committee continuously explore
the possibilities of adding other items to the work programme.

The representative of the Buropean Communities considered that the Groups
should meet to seck appropriate solutions for the problems with which they were
concerned. This examination should not exclude z_priori any possibility for
solution, it being understood that no dclegation would be bound to accept a
particular solution.

ThelCouncil, in agreement with the suggestions made by the Chairman of the
Committee on Trade in Industrial Products, zdopted the report of the Committee and
deeided that

(i) the Ccmaittee and Groups s-ould undertake the work envisaged in this
report of the Committec, on the T2riff Study and on the particular
non-tariff barrier items indicated in the report, whilc continuing
to explore the possibilities for adding other topics to this work
programe;

(ii) the Comnittec should report to the Council in time to perait the Council
to report on progre 555 nade in the field of non-tariff barriers to the
twenty~seventh sessicon;

(iii) the Committe should report to the Council as scon as possible on the
progress of the work of the Working Party on the Tariff Study, and in
any case in time to permit the Council to report to the twenty-seventh
session.
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2. Meetings of the CONTRACTING P.HTIES

The Chairman sald that following the discussion at the last meeting of the
Council, there hed been informal consultations with a considerable number of
delegations on this subject. 4s a result of these consultations he would like to
put forward some concrete points in the expectation that it would be pessible to
reach a broad consensus on them. These points were the following:

1. that the twenty-seventh session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES should be
held from 15-26 November 1G71;

2. that there should bc an informal meecting of the CONTRACTING PARTIES
this spring and that 28, 29 ond 30 2pril would be the most convenient
time;

3. thet the following should be the main tewnics for discussion at the
informal meeting in .oril:

(a) review of the currcnt situation in internationzl trade;
(b) review of thc work prograwmic, vaying particular atiention tc the

tradc problems of develoning countrics and having in mind the
forthcouming twenty~seventh sussion of the CONTRACTING PiRTIES;

) ¥

dee that the informal meeting in anril sheuld be organized so thet sessions

woulG be held in the mornings, and in the afternoons if necessary, but
that adequate tine should also be reserved for infeormal contacts between
delcgations;

r

©
(5]
[d]

5. that, at the infeormal meeting in april, contracting parties should be
S 1) by s &
represented at an appropriate senlor level, and, wherc gossible, by
persons from capitals responsible for trode policy matters.

All represcntatives who spoke stated that they could sudpert the suzgestions
put forward by the Chairman., Scme representatives, nevertheless, expressed regret
thet no formal scssion of the CONTRLCTING P4RTIBS would be held early in the

year. Other representatives recognized, however, that an early scssicn would in
the circumstances, not lead to weaningful results. Several representatives
considered that the annual sessions of the CONTRACTING PoRTIIES should be put on a
regular basis. It was recognized thot the question of the timing of the reguler
sessions of the CONTRACTING PARTIES should te discussed ot the forthcoming twenty-
seventh session.

Scme representatives consicdersd that the informal mecting in April should
have been planncd for a little longer thon three days, so os to ensure that the
work would not be inhibited for lack of time. On the other hand, it was recog-
nized that it would be cifficult for nersons responsible for trade molicy matters
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in capitals to make themselves svailasble for .a longer pericd. as regards the
level of representation, some repres:-ntatives considerel that it would be difficult
for their govermments to meke someone availasble from their capitals. Several
representatives stated their expectation that their govermments would send from
their capitals persons responsible for trade policy matters, assuming that other
countries, in particular the major countries, would be similarly represented.

aApart from plenary meetings, ample time should be afforded to such persons for
informal contacts amongst themsclves.

is regards the topics for discussion ot the informal meeting; a number of
delegates considered that considerable preparation would be necessary if the mecting
were to be successful, and that the subjects to be cdiscussed should be as specific
s possible. It was alsc stated that the informal meeting should not only begin
preparations for the twenty-seventh sescion, but should also attempt to influence
and stimuwlate the work of the various organs of the GIIT between 4pril end the
session in the autumn. In this connexion the necessity of paying special attention
to the problems of developing countries in line with the provisions of Part IV
of the General .greement, was cmphasized by several. It was also considered
important that the problems of the developing countries should be an essential part
of the whole work programme.

The Council agresd with the suggestions put forward by the Chalrman as set
out above. :



