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ACTION BY GOVERWMENTS RELEVANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF PART IV

Addendum

The following notifications onthe implementation of Part IV have been received
from the Governments of Austria, Canada and India and should be included in Annex II
of COM.TD/60:

AUSTRIA

Article XXXVII:1

In carrying out the negotiations in the framework of the Trade Conference 1964-67
(Kennedy Round) Austria had particularly in mind the export interests of
developing countries with respect to industrial and to agricultural products as well.
In the course of these negotiations Austria conducted bilateral discussions with
developing countries in order to learn their special requests, which largely were
taken into account in the Austrian offers.

as far as the agricultural sector is concerned, Austria likewise was anxious to
respond to the requests of developing countries and, consequently, Austria granted in
the Kennedy Round, tariff concessions with respect to items of export interest
to them. Particularly in the field of tropical products Austria has made tariff
reductions often substantially beyond a 50 per cent cut of the base rates.

Moreover, Austria has put into effect in advance the results of the
negotiations achieved in the Kennedy Round with regard to items of particular export
interest to developing countries. (Details on this measure are given in
document L/2862/Rev.1/Add.3.) As a result of this action developing countries
benefit from tariff reductions agreed upon in the Kennedy Round substantially earlier
than provided for in the time schedule laid down in the Geneva Protocol (1967).

Austria has liberalized the imports of all industrial products, with the
exception of lignite, penicillin, antibiotics, and cinematograph films (see
document L/2981/Add.6). Through this action free access to the Austrian market has
been granted in the industrial sector.

With regard to cotton textiles Austria applies, as far as possible, a very
liberal régime.
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In the field of agriculture Austria has made further efforts to remove
import restrictions still existing at present. Austria has liberalized further
items (i.e. meat of sheep and goats) and has increased import quotas which have
been established for items not yet liberalized. ln this connexion it might be
underlined that tropical products and products mainly supplied by developing
countries are free of restrictions in Austria. Most of the agricuitural products
of the temperate zone remaining under import restrictions are subject to the
mandatory provisions of the Austrian Marketing Law.

Article XXXVII.:3(a)

The Federal Austrian Government could not undertake measures for influencing
resale prices, since the Austrian legislation does not provide for respective
authority.

Article XXXVII:3(b)

Austria is anxious to contribute to an increase of exports of developing
countries by means of active co-operation in the work of the UNCTAD/GATT
International Trade Centre and through publications issued in the "International
Trade FORUM". The activities of the Foreign Austrian Trade Delegations contribute
to a promotion of exports of developing countries, for example by furnishing
information on export opportunities existing with respect to the Austrian market.
Training courses held in Austria for customs officers of developing countries
constitute a further effort in assisting developing countries to overcome
existing difficulties.

CANADA

1. Reduction or Elimination of Customs Duties on Products of Export Interest
to Developing Countries

(See attached table on page 4.)

2. Increases in Fiscal Charges Affecting the Exports of Developing Countries

Effective 1 December 1967:

(a) An increase in excise duty of $1.25 per gallon of the strength of proof
was placed on spirits other than ale, beer, porter, and stout where the
increase was 4 cents per gallon.

(b) An increase in excise tax of 2½ cents per gallon was placed on wines
containing no more than 7 per cent of absolute alcohol by volume, and an
increase of 5 cents per gallon on wines of all kinds containing over
7 per cent absolute alcohol by volume.

(c) An increase in excise tax from 2½to 3 cents was placed on every five
cigarettes or fraction thereof per package. On snuff and manufactured
tobacco the excise tax was raised from 80 cents per pound to 90 cents
per pound, and on cigars from 15 per cent to 17½ per cent.
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3. Measures within Provisions of Paragraph 3(b) of Article XXVII

(a) Steps to promote structural change:

In December 1967 Canada introduced an Adjustment Assistance Programme
related to the Kennedy Round, and designed to improve productivity and to aid
firms in adjusting to the changing patterns of trade and production. The
Programme has three main features:

(i) Insurance by the Government on major share of risk of loss on
industrial adjustment assistance loans made by private lenders.

(ii) Direct Government loans up to total of $10 million in first year
of Programme.

(îii) Technical assistance to manufacturers to adjust production,
managerial, marketing and financial operations.

The Government has also expanded its retraining programmes, mobility
programmes, and unemployment insurance arrangements to facilitate structural
change.

(b) Steps to introduce measures of trade promotion:

The Canadian Government has furnished expert assistance to developing
countries through the facilities of the UNCTAD/GATT International Trade Centre
in Geneva. This assistance has been provided in response to requests from the
Centre for the participation of Canadian Government Trade Commissioners in the
conduct of seminars and training programmes at the Centre in addition to
assisting with market surveys conducted by the Centre's staff.
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INDIA

Having regard to paragraph 4 of Article XXXVII, a Trade Expansion and
Economic Co-operation Agreement has been concluded between India, the
United Arab Republic and Yugoslavia. The Agreement provides for extension of
the concessions embodied therein to all other developing countries by
appropriate negotiations and the participating countries making their best
endeavours to integrate these concessions within the framework of multilateral
arrangements elaborated by the Trade Negotiations Committee of Developing
Countries.

The Government of India are at present actively participating in the work
of the Trade Negotiations Committee of Developing Countries.


