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1. The Committee held its sixteenthsession on 23 March 1970 under its Chairman
H.E. Mr. A. Papié (Yugoslavia).
2. The ChairmanwelcomedMalaysia asanewmember of the new ereoer of the Committee.

3.allede Chairman recà1led that as agreed at the fifteenth session the present
ieetingnas convened to conninue discussion or procedures for consultations on the
îiplententation of Part IViand to exchange vhews on the future whek programme in tbt
ligl, nf discussionsNat the twenty-sixthNsession of the CO{TRACTING PARTIES.

I. Ccnsultatic proceduressnder Part IV

4. The Committee had boposalsefore it draft pr by the secreationtariat on consulton
proceduXXXVII:2(L/3335, annex) andANa D :resender Arti smarizingecretariat note sumrin
the previous discussions ofthe subject which had taken place at the fifteenth
se sion (COM.TD/73).

5. The Cbeanivergentviews that had been expressed in regardeen expressed in regard
hinery to be set up. While it wasfor et --. emittee itself tothe Comittee its-l:-t
decide, he woutld, after htions inonsulted delegaions informally, venture to suggest
that whethoer a panel of experts r a working party should be established, could be
left foer decision in each cas in agreement with the interested parties.

h6.Committee,while Soal nebneas of`ntefenerily ir avour of the secretariat
proposals, reimeted the position taken by ther previous occasions that panels of
dealrlisws stodealwithhould be estabhed consultations initiated under
They considered that it would not be appropriate for p-ropriate for a c
mst which a complaint was madetoformof a panel of governmental expertsl exrts
established to conuider sich a case, otherwise the country concerned would play the
rboth judge h judcused. This situation could be avoided if an independentndent
panel oerts crtim wero apediwhich could examine the problems put before them in in
ab onjectimanner. rome ehotrermmewbars, who were also willing to accept the
retariat proposalsalrecalled their preference for ad hoc working parties which .

could be established to deli ithproblemsas theyearose.

7.CAmmitee further discussion theCommittee agreed that it was not necessary to
decide beforehand whether a panel or working party should be established to deal with
XVIIs2es raisedt unedr Article XXXVII: 2, and thta the choice of machinery should be left
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open to be decided according to the particular circumstances of each case and in
agreement with the parties concerned. The Committee agreed to adopt the
secretariat draft proposals with a modification indicating that any arrangements
made to examine a problem under these provisions should be acceptable to the
parties directly concerned. The text adopted has been circulated in COM.TD/74.

Programme of work

8. The Chairman draw attention to the main points in the Committee's report to
the CONTRACTING PARTIES (L/3335) concerning its future work. He also pointed to
the importance given in theConclusionsofthe ncluse ns of tho twenty-sixth session to the need
for action, inclùding addituional measres designed to improve conditions of
access and stabilize conditions of world markets for exports from developing
countries. Particular attentionshould in the future work mof the Comittee be
devoted to fuiinding soltons to spccific prohblems in te primary commnodity sector.9. Topicalproducts.rade epresentativein trclaysiaexplainedthetal p rc;tive of Mai.aysia explaincd the

diexportingimprovedformsfficulties rxpprîsnc ad byscountry in fixnatural
mentrubber. H considerableeffortsthorughe oit.ad 5ut thnt h c'ovcrforts tro
mesthe implementation c rcs(arch pro<ra=mng large financial outlays to
improve thalrubber,vise -viscompetitiveposition of natur-a vis-a-vis synthetic rubber,

certain developed countries.only taoncounter import duties appIiicd byvelop-d countries. These
1(a)wre bein%îimposed d,-spiteths of 'rticla XQVII:l(a) which specified

that devalopd cies sho-ild accd priority to the reduction and elimination
of barriers to prexportoducts currently or potentially of particular interest to
less-devc.1 cnreasonably between tirhich differentiate .ureasonably between
products in their prirary and proccssEd forms. Hei suggested that the Special
Group on Tropicatl Products include netural rubber in the list of products to bc
p aet convenedto d &roup and that t'n Groau bD ,n-vcned to discuss the matter at
ocumentation ontariffs preparedby theoation orn tariffs pr(:?pared by the
socrotariat.

10. untary, esentative of a developed cowaitry, commenting on the point raised by
the represedtative af Maisysia, said that his aiministretion was in the final
stages of consideeing legislafion which would have thobjective oa removing the
duties on improved forms of natural rubber. Ha hoped that other developed
ca=trîiLslegaolved wculid be abia to utilize ic.gl possibilities open to them to
remove these duties.

11ecial Gwas gernrallye feconvenedtoeit -hat thE Spcial Group should b rvened ta discuss
the pemrobffectelem oanataurai rbber along ,wit problons ffany other tropical
product whicSh delegGations milght wish ta aise. ThLeJpcial C.up shou"continue
tedeal systematically with problems raised on a product-by-product basis. With
reward e six prioaoriety prodclcte gilseedsups coffeee, coue, tu veetablu ollsod

and aould reviewworkbeingcarriedonelse-ils, banams and spices) the Group shl.row work bhing carried on ecse-
where so as-o avoid duplication. It was understood that thu roup wouIldnot
tak_ eep the proble.T otropical ails and seÎds bjoro the mhad bomn
congnsideredf at the forthcoming meeting ofthofavant Woroup oahe
agriculture Comattee.
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12. It was suggested that in preparing for the next meeting of the Special Group
the secretariat should prepare a paper reviewing how the Ministerial Conclusions
of 1963, concerning the progressive removal of internal charges and revenue
duties on tropical products, had been implemented. Several members of the
Committee felt that considering the long interval which had passed since the
adoption of this Conclusion, it was timely that the whole question of internal
charges imposed on tropical products be discussed by the Special Group, the more
so since this matter was included in its terms of reference. The problem of
tariff differentials on certain tropical products was also raised in this
connexion.

13. Import restrictions. It was suggested by several members that developing
countries should make every effort to identify areas of interest to them and to
take an active part in the work of the Joint Working Group on Import
Restrictions. It was further suggested that the Group on Residual Restrictions
might be reconvened in June and that in the meantime the secretariat could carry
out whatever preparatory work that might be necessary for the continuation of the
work in that Group.

14. Tariff studies. It was suggested that when the current tariff study was
completed the Committee on Trade and Development could usefully exaninene
Tabulation III of the study relating to particular interests of the developing
countries.

15. Adjustment assistance measures. It was suggested that the Group of Experts
on Adjustment Assistance Measures be reconvened in the autumn to review the
situation on the basis of up-to-date information submitted by governments.

16. In summing up, the Chairman stressed that developing countries should play
an active rôle in the current work of all the relevant GATT bodies, by drawing
the attention of these bodieso t their particular problems.

17. It wasg areed that members of the Committee would reflect on how work on the
above points could be usefully pursued and that the Committee would finalize its
work programme at its nexmeeting,t ieeting, at which members could also indicate any
tfurther maters they would wish thee Committe to take up. The Committee would at
that meeting be kept informed of developments in other bodies especially in
regard to progress on Tabulation III of the tariff study.

II. Oher matters

18. The representative of the United Kingdom made a statement for the record
refuting some of the points made in COM.TD/W/.112/Add19.


