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SWEDEN

1. The principles and objectives set out in Part IV of the General igreenent
pertein to conplex and sonetines rather intractable problems in the field of trade
and development, Thus, attoimment of the ains envisaged is not so much a motter of
short-tern policy action by individual contracting porties, but depends nore on
sustained and determined efforts by all contracting parties.

2, In this connexion the Swedish Governnent wishes to draw attention to the report
of the 4d Hoc Group on iissessnent of Kennedy Round Results. This Group, which wzs
established by thc Committee on Trade and Development at its ninth session,

enunerates in its report certain reasons that might have prevented "fuller action" in
the Kennedy Round on products of export interest to developing countries. Most of
the problens identified by the Group, zisc in o more general sense, rcise difficulties
for contracting parties to undertake further toriff reducticns and elininations of
non-tariff barriers on products of cxport interest to developing countries, especially
problens connected with "joint action" and "concessions apt to benefit developed
countries”,

3. Progress has already been achicved in inplenenting Part IV of the

Generel igrecment both in the toriff and non-tariff field, inter alia, in connexion
with the carrying out of the tasks embodied in the work progromne os adopted =t the
twenty-fourth scssion of the CONTRACTING PARTIES, It is understandeble, however,
that the process of identifying the problems of specific interest to developing
countries and the problem of conceiving nutuclly acceptable solutions require con-
siderable time, In fact, this applies not only to the specific problans of
developing countries but also to the implencntation of the work programne os a whole.

4e  The general conclusions .of the work programne, as adopted by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES at their twenty-fifth scssion, give special attention to the trade
problens of developing countriecs.

5. It seems difficult to paoss o judgnont as to whether Part IV of the

General Agreencnt is being satisfactorily inmplemented, until the operation of the
work has reached a nore advanced stage., The difficultics encountered in implementing
Part IV arc closcly interrclated with other problens - pvarticularly those of o mere
technical nature which the various cormittees and working parties are considering at
present. '
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6. The Swedish Governnent pursucs o policy of low tariffs- ond neintains
practicelly nc quoantitative import restrictions. This.policy has in perticuler
been follewed during the Kennedy Round when. comeessions-werd given for nore thon
80 por cent of the totsl inport in 1965 from devcloping countrics. The

Swedish Government hos also, 2s previously notdfied to the Committec on Trade
and Develcmeont, implonented in ndvonce Kennedy Round concessicns for o nunber
of products froa the devcloping ccuntries. Meorecover, in the ncw Swedish Custons
Toriff in force from 1 July 1968, ccricin Kennedy Round concessions have beor given
nore liberal content, Specizl regulations have =lso been approved, whercby
duty-frec entry nay be accorded - by Royal Decrce - for specific handloon
fabrics of cotton which are accompenied by approprinte certificates of origin.



