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EEGHNIGAL AS§I°TANCE'BY THE. SEGRETARIﬁ
TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES S
Note bz ‘the. Secretariat
1. A summary . ‘secretariat's technical ass1stance actlvitles for deve10p1ng

countries in cor. .7 with the multilateral trade megotiations; covering the
period up to the twe «v~sev°nth scssion of the Committee in June 1974, is contained
in document COM.TI:w .7'1l. THat document also contained a number of suggestions ds

to the further wor+ ;ch the secretariat might undertaks in the field of '
technical assic:«v. ¢, These suggestions were endorsed by the Committee. The present
-notc renorts rECuUT devolopmcnth in the secrctarfat's technical assmstance actlvitlcq.

"

2. 2 Special Assistance Unit {(S.A.U.) to help the doveloping countries in their
preparations for and participation in the multilatersel tradc negotiations was-
cstablished -in Soptomber within thc structurc of the Tradc and Development Deparitment.
The broad task of 8.4.U. is to keop in continuing close touch with dclogations of
developing - countrics so as to assist thom, individually or collectively, with
appropriato informatior and sdvice on all rclevant aspects of tho various problams
rolating to their preporetions for and participation in the multilateral trade
negotiations. In addition to any -other work which might be rcquired by individuai
delegations, tho now unit .stands ready to prOVldb assistence where dcvoloping »
countrics encounter- technical difficultics in carrying forward thoir analysis of
the individual- country‘prlnt-outs .and other material alrcady submitted to them. =

3.+ Under the "Gountry-study" programmo, cstablishod on tho basis of recommendations
by the Cormittec: end the: Group of . Threo intercsted developing countrics are supplied
with all rolovant data-on trado Flows, tvariffs,GSP treatoent and NTB's in ‘doveloped
country markets as thoy rolate to products oflmajor current. or potontial ezp@rt
intorost of the developing country concerned. -
AN Thlrtyhn&ne developing countries<arc covored by tho presont thlra series of
computer print-out studics. For morc than thirty countries the studies in this
third seirlces have boon completod and distributed to delegations concerncd... Thc
remaining studies arc ovxpocted te bo completed shortly.~ Ovorall, f;fuy—sovon of
the doveloping countrics participating in the TNC arc coverod by the first to
third series of country studles.

+Dotails of the data coverage of the country studies are surmarized in
COM.TDMW/211, paragraphs 3 and 4.
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5. Rcfercncc was madc in COM.TD/W/211, paragraph 6, to technical assistence
extended by the seerctariat tc interested delegations in identifying tropical
products and products exported mainl - by developing covtrics whichy aithough
lcss well-known, are ncvertheless of significance to cortain devcloping
countries' exports. Work in this regard is continuing. Background information
on a number of additicnal tropical products together with material on such
questions as separatc tariff ¢lassification, effective protection and internal
taxes etec., has also been exanined recently by Group 3(f). This Group has
requested the secrctariat to study certain other aspects of relevance to
tropical products as part of its continuing work for the mult...lateral trado
negotiat:.ons (Report of 3(f) - MIN/12). o ,

6. “1In connead.on with tho sector approach, Group 3{c) has asked the secreta:.riab
in the light of- the various suggestions made regarding further’ work, inter- a.h.é.,
to identify the main sectors of :Lnterest t.o develop:.ng countries in the = © -
context of 'hhe negot:.at:.ons. T , _

7. is indicated in. COM.TD/M/211, pa.ragraph 7, the secretariat is compiling
for certain products in which devel¢ op:mg countries have significant export and
negotiating interests information in the form of a date bank. Details being
conpiled cover developments in producta.on, trade, import treatment and other
related. data which could bc. useful in preparing for the negotiations. - The
‘nfomatinn contained in the data bank will be available for consultation by
interested delegations. Moreover, certain ad hoc studles are being prepared in
response to specif:.c requests by delegations from developing countries.

8. Im connenon with the examination of the implications of m.f.n. tariff
reductions for the GSP, the secretariat hes preépared, {in accordance with the
cutline in COM.IND//111, tebrlations showing exports of industrial products
fron develop..ng countries to the main developed countries broken down into
a number of product categories and airanged according to whether they enjoy
duty-free treatment on an m.f.n. basis, are Iiable to m.f.n. duties or benefit
from preferential treatdent, etc. (The Generalized System of Preferences and
MFN Tariffs, Geneve, September 1974). The data will be supplemented by additionmal
tabulations illustrating the R.f.n. tariff and trade structure as it would:!:
result from a linear 50 per cent tariff reduction and from two different
pregreszive teriff reduction schemes. The resulting illustrative $z2i7f and
trade protiles will be compared with the present pattern of GSP tradé so as to
peruit an assessment by delegations of changes in both preferential and m.f.n.
benefits involved in different negotiating hypotheses. As agreed by Group 3(e)
information on the GSPand m.f.n. teriffswill also be supplied with respect 1o
agricultural products after consultation with delegations of  developing -and-
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developed countries interested in this matter. This data, together with
information on the teriff and non-tariff treatment affe~ting those exports,
supplied under the Country Studles Programme to individual developing countries
will be helpful to those countries in identi_fying the type of action that would
be most conducive to the future expansion of their exports. The secretariat would
be in a position to assist individual developing countries in carrying out such
further investigation of the production and trade trends as well as supply/demand
relationships for individudl products or product groups as may be necessary %o
supplenent the bagic tech.nical data.

9. In pursuance of requests made by developing countries during the course

of the discussions in the various Groups, the secretariat has been preparing
background documentation on specific non-tariff measures, with a view to analyzing
the problems of relevance to these countries and indicating suggestions which
might be taken into account in the search for solutions to these problems. The
documents prepared cover quantitative restrictions and such other non-~teriff
measures as customs valuation, standards, health and sanitery regulations, export
subsidies and countervailing duties. The secretariat will continue to prepare,

as necessary and appropriate, similar documentation on other subjects and issues
of interest to developing countries that may be discussed during the course of

the trade nsgotiations.



