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Addendum

AUSTRMA

Ths following actions have been taken by the Austrian Federal Government in
irplementing Part IV of the Geneval Ag“eement on Tariffs and Trade.

In the perlod under review Austriz has further endeaVQured to enlarge the
possibilities for access to the fLustrian Market for developing countries. In
carrying out “their work the- competent Lustrian authorities did their best endeavours
to take into account the provisions contained in Part IV of the General [grecment.

The second stage of the fustrian Scheme of Preferences (Tariff Preference
Lmbndment Let 1974, Foderal Law Gazette No. 473/1974) will enter into force
January 1975. The aumendment will improve the substantisl advantages which the
arlff Preference Azh 1972 has already provided to devcloping countries and which
lead to an increase of imports from the ctountries beneficiaries of the scheme.
Details of these lmprovements have alrcady been' notificd to the Director-General of
GATT in a letter of this mlssaon of 21 lugust 1974, reference No. 5038—~/74.

May I just recall that the seid amendmen® to the Tariff Preference Aet 1972
increases substan’izlly ihe wwevsy of iters for which a preforence 1s granted. In
tHe agricultural °ector for instance. 12e number of items covcred by the scheme

wnich was 113 terdif? Ilnos will be broagut 4o 148 tariff lines. . mejor improvement
will also bo tae incroass of the preferential tariff cut from 30 to 50 per cemt for
tems in the Indusirial secior; fox the textllo soctor the preferential tariff cut
will be *“creascd to 25 per cent. Lt the samv “time practically all existing
exenpbions in t31s secuor w1r1 he abdllSIud " tharefore the whole sector of “cotton
toxtiles will be Included in the Lustrian Schemo as from 1 Jenuery 1975.
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' Upon request by developing countrics and in implementing Part IV of GAIT
fustria introducsed on'l ifpril 1972 2 iilaw concerning imports of hand-made -
products duty free or at a reduccd rate of duty with the aim of promoting.trade
relations with developing countrics®. Since this date some thirty developing
countries have submitted lists of products for which they request special ™
tariff treatment in accordance with the provisions of this law. After the
establishment of a ccmprehensive list of products on the basis of these requests
which proved quite often to be difficult and timc consuming - duty-free treatment
or a 50 por cent tariff -reduction for the products contained in this consolidated
list will bs put into force by decree in the near future.

During the period under review Lustria has neither introduccd any new
quantitative restrictions nor has it introduced new customs duties or increased
existing ones. The still existing restrictions concerning
tariff items No. ex 29.44 - penicillin, thyrotricin and 30.03 - medicaments - are
applied very 1iberal1y, no applications for imports from developing countries

have been refused.

The active participation in the work of the Internat :Lonal Trade Centre is
pursued intensively. . Officials have been provided gratuitously to the Centre.
In accordance with concrete requests of the ITC for replies to certain questions,
the Austrian authorities made it possible forofficials of the Gentre to get into
contact with the competent circles of the fustrian industry and provided them

with appropriate anformation.

In an add:.tlonal effort to develop trade with developing countries
information concerning export pnssibilities into Austria has been provided by
Lustria to developing countries by making intensive use of the Lustrian foreign
trade delegations which arc located all over the world. In this respect I should
like to draw your attention to a publicatirn issued on a regular basis by the
Bundeswirtschaftskammer (#*Nachrichten “ir den iussenhand.l" - News for foredgn
trade) which provides regular information on the market situation in different
countries, so creating preconditions for the establishment of concrete business

relations between devaloping countries and Austria.

. In 197 twenty-one scholais from developidg.countries had the opbortuni‘by %o
familisrize themselves with the situation in 4ustria, in particular in the field

,of trade and economy.

= In 1973 and 1974 Austria orga.m.zed for- the seventh and eighth time a special
training course for customs officials from developing countries; in addition,
two special training courses for customs efficers of the Preventive and/or
Investigation Service from developing countries have been held. Ia total,
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forty-six customs officials from African and Asian countries had the opportunity
to study the structure and functioning of the Austrian customs and finance
administration. In this way Austria assisted the customs administrations of

developing countries.

' In view of the importance of commodity agreemen‘bs for developing countries,
Austria continued participating in such agreements and, furthermore, acceded
to the International Cocoa Arrangement 1972.



