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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

Note by the Secretariat

1. As agreed at its meeting in May 1975, the Committee on Trade and Development
has been undertaking, at each of its meetings, & review of develomzents in the
multilateral trade negotiations with particular reference to points of interest
to developing countries. The paregraphs thot follow suumarize the rain
developments since the last mecting of the Cammittee on Trade and Development
held on 20 April 1979.

2. As of 18 October, eighteen countries and the BEuropean Communities had
appended their signotures to the Procés-Verbal drawn up by “he Trade Kegotiations
Committee a2t its nmeeting of 11-12 April 1979.

3. Certified true copiles of the following wultilateral agreedents or arroige-
ments have been sent to govermments of contracting parties xnd other perticipants
in the MIN:

- Agreauent on Technical Barriers tc Trade;
- Agreement on Impert Licensing Procedures;
- Arrongenment regarding Bovine Mect;

- Agreement on Troade in Civil Aircraft;

- Agreement on Govermment Procurement;

- Agreement on Interpretation and Applicetion of Articles VI, XVI
and XXIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade;

- Internationel Dairy frrongement;

- Agreement on the Implementaticn cf Article VI of the General Agreement on
Tariffs a2nd Trade.
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L. Consultations have been held between delegations from develcped and

develcping coumtries in order to arrive at a single text of the Asreement on
atlion of Artizle VII (Customs Valuation). As a result of these

co icns 2 Frotoccl o the agraement has tsen circwliated at the regues
of a numoer of delegations. It is the inteation of these delezations t
se
to

ct

o O

2ek the appyreval of theilr raszective authorities %2 sign “hae Protocol
ensure that the Agresment is 2pplied tozether with the Frotocol.

2 2
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5. Consultaticns have 2lso beern taxing place among interested delegations
with a view to arriving at a single text of the Agreement on Implementaticn
of Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (Aanti~Dumping
Code). As a result, twe statements have been circulated at the request of

a number of delegations of developed and developing countries. One statement
relates to some possible excepticas from obligations regarding investigations
undertaken by develcping countries and to technicel assistance. The other
statement relates to the criteria for the establishment of ncrmal value in
respect of imports from developing countries where domestic prices do not
vrovide 2 commercially realistic basis for dumping caleculations. In view of
tals lutter statement, it Is the understanding of the deleg~cions who
requested its circulation thet tie proposal for an amendment to the text of
the Agresment se&t out ia decumens MTH/NTM/W/241/Rev.l is no longer mziatained.

6. The Geneve (1979) Protocol to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
was opened for acceptancs cn 11 July 1975. Annexad to the Protocol are the
scnedules of tariff concassions made in the multilaterzl trade negotiztions
oy eighteen countries and the Zuropean Ccommunitiss; the Protoccl does nct
tracluds that additional concessicns co ¢stablisaed subsequently. The
Protceol is oren for accestance by participaats until 30 June 1930; as of
i3 October 1979, it had been signed, generally subject to ratification, by
nins countries and the Zurcpean Communities. The Protocol snall enter into
force on 1 January 1980 for these participants which have accepted it before
that date, and for participants cccepting z2fter that date, on the dates of
their acceptance.
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. A supplementary protocol shzll have annexed to it schedules resulting
from negotiastions, subsequent to the estcblishment of the Geneva (1979)
Protceol, which involve additional concessions cr contributions or which
concern concessions or contributions mede by participants not having a
schedule annexed to that Protocol. It is expected that the supplementary
protocol will bte opened for acceptance in Hovember 197G.

8. The Group "Szafeguards", 2t its meeting in July 1979, took stock of the
negotiations on safeguards in the lizht ¢f the directives given by the Trade

legotiations Committee in April 1979. In suming-up the neeting, the
Thairman referred to thz intensive negotiations, discussions and consultaticas
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which had been held among delegations in pursuance of these directives, but
which, in spite of considerable efforts undertaken by all delegations
concerned had not resulted in agreement on a safeguards code. All delegzations
expressed their willingness and desire to continue werk in the autuan with
the objective of reaching azreement. In this light, members agreed to
reflect on how best to continue the work with a view to meeting the
objectives of the Tokyo Declaration in this area, taking into account the
work already done. The Group took note, inter alies, of the proposal,
submitted by the Director-General to the Council on 25 July 1979, regarding
the establishment of a cormittee cn safeguards (C/106). The Ccuncil is
expected to consider this proposal further at its next meeting.



