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Introduction

1. Under the work programme of GATT adopted after the conclusion of the
Tokyo Round in 1979, the Committee on Trade and Development was given a
task to work om further trade liberalization in areas identified as being
of special interest to developing countries, which included notably
tropical products. In this connexion, the secretariat provided during 1981
detailed data on the commercial policy situation and trade flows with
respect to a number of tropical products. Data for cut flowers were
circulated as COM.TD/W/340 and Add.l and these documents were used as
background material for the Consultations on Trade Liberalization (tropical
products) held ir March 1982.

2. The CONTRACTING PARTIES, meeting at Ministerial level in November
1982, decided "to carry out, on the basis of the work programme pursued by
the Committee on Trade and Development, consultations and appropriate
negotiations aimed at further liberalization of trade in tropical products,
including in their processed and semi-processed forms, and to review the
progress achieved in eliminating or reducing existing obstacles to trade in
tropical products at their 1984 Session'. At its meeting on 8 March 1983,
the Committee on Trade and Development agreed that the background
documentation prepared for the 1982 Comsultations on Trade Liberalization
would be updated, for the purpose of carrying out the consultations and
appropriate negotiations called for by the Ministers.

3. This addendum updates some tariff and trade data in COM.TD/W/340 and
provides some details of seasonal restrictions applying to cut flowers,
taking into account discussions at the 1982 Consultations on tropical
products. Also, the annex to this addendum updates the tariff and trade
flow data at the tariff line level previously circulated as the annex to
COM.TD/W/340. The new anmex covers EEC, Japan, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland
and the United States. Data for certain other developed countries will be
circulated later as they become available.

Commercial policy situation (see also SECTION IV in COM.TD/W/340)

4. Table 1 in this addendum updates Table 4 in COM.TD/W/340 showing the
post-Tokyo Round tariff and non-tariff measure situation on the basis of
information provided in the 1982 Consultations and available information on
recent changes made in commercial policy measures.

S. Recent changes made in tariff treatment include the following:
Austria - introduction of a least-developed country (LDC) rate of zero per
cent on cut flowers, otherwise prepared, in January 1982; Canada -
introduction of a LDC rate of zero per cent on natural cut orchids and cut
flowers, not natural; EEC - introduction of a GSP rate of 7 per cent on
dried cut flowers and a GSP rate of 17 per cent on other processed cut
flowers in January 1982 and reduction of the latter rate to 16 per cent in
January 1983; Finland - as a result of renegotiation of some of its
concessions, reduction of an m.f.n. rate on fresh cut flowers (other than
gladioli, carnations and roses) imported from 1 December to 19 February to
25 per cent or a minimum of FmK 38.25/kg. (previous rate: 50 per cent or a
minimum of FmK 45.99/kg.).
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6. In the context of and during the 1982 Consultations, some details were
made available on seasonal restrictions applying to cut flowers, as
indicated below.

7. In accordance with regulations introduced in 1954, Austrian imports of
carnations from all countries are prohibited from 15 March to 30 November
(i.e. during the flower production season in Austria) for phytosanitary
reasons. All cut flower imports from non-~European countries (except those
bordering the Mediterranean) need a certificate indicating origin and also
that the flowers are free from dangerous diseases and pests. In particular
cases additional requirements need to be observed for certain plants.

8. Finland applies discretionary licensing to imports of fresh and dried
cut flowers, except in the months of December, January and February. -
Finnish restrictions are more liberally applied in the months of March-May
and October-November than in the months of June-September when domestic
production is available. These restrictions are operated differently,
according to the varieties of flowers.

9. Norway applies seasonal global quotas to certain fresh cut flowers, as
indicated below:

restricted period

roses 1 April - 31 October
carnations 16 May - 31 October
freesia 1 April - 30 November
daisies 1 May - 31 October
other chrysanthemums 16 March - 14 December

No quantitative restrictions apply to such fresh flowers as orchids,
anemones, lilacs, mimosa, genista and ranunculus, and dried flowers (c.f.
Spec(82)23/Rev.1l, para. 10).

10. Switzerland restricts imports of fresh flowers in the summer season
(1 May - 25 October) in the context of its general agricultural policy and
for preserving arable land for purposes of security of food supply in an
emergency situation. Basic quotas are distributed among traders on the
basis of their imports during the previous year and additiomal quotas,
having regard to their participation in the marketing of indigenous
flowers. The amount of quotas is determined by a commission whose members
consist of importers, wholesalers, retailers and producers. The quotas
have been globalized since 1980 without prejudice to bilateral quotas
agreed upon with certain exporting countries (Cf. Spec(82)23/Rev.l, paras.
11 and 12).
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Trade of major markets

11. Table 3 in COM.TD/W/340 showing imports of fresh cut flowers by the
EEC, Switzerland and the United States has been updated to cover 1980 and
1981 (see Table 2). Table 3 in this addendum shows European imports and
exports in 1955-1981 of non-edible horticultural products, i.e. flower
bulbs, cut flowers, live plants and other non-edible horticultural
products. Table 4 shows imports and exports of fresh cut flowers by
individual European countries in 1950-1981.

12, World trade in cut flowers expanded rapidly in the 1970's. However,
the generally adverse economic situation in recent years severely affected
trade in cut flowers, which are considered as non-essential consumer goods.
In the early 1980's trade expansion slowed down. In 1980 imports of major
markets still increased compared with the previous year - EEC imports from
$191 million in 1979 to $212 million in 1980, US imports from $91 million
to $118 million, Swiss imports from $68 million to $70 million and imports
into Japan from $13 million to $18 million. In 1981, however, European
countries decreased their imports of cut flowers for the first time, while
recording a small increase in their exports. US imports of cut flowers
also slackened that year.
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Trade n-adible ho 11yral f ain E an_cou !
1955 - 1981
= de cela <« thereof
Total Bulbs & flaurs Fleurs coupbes Plontes vivontes Autres
Toral Flower bulbs Cut flowers Live plants Qthers
Mio 1970 Mio 1970 Mio 1970 Mio 1970 Mie 1970
dr =100 e =100 dr =100 =100 dr =100
: {mporet
198552 37 20 153.8 35 951 14 &S0 16 19.9 18
1960% 6.8 33 479 % 6.4 2 1261 2 264 2
1965 1018.2 &2 Nz s n8.6 48 %0 & @8 &
1970 1644.9 100 9.5 100 667.0 100 2.8 100 1n3.6 100
1975 2648.1 160 as 9 1333.9 200 9.6 In 7ma 2
1980 3922.5 238 525.7 120 1919.2 288 1255.8 296 218 195
198129 3650.8 222 4439 101 1797.5 269 1207.9 284 0.5 177
Exp. .t
19552 e 2 7.7 42 7.6 13 ny 2 17 N
1960% 655 40 m.s? o 100.2Y 2z 1209 @ wa?
1965 1043.0 & 4089 8 n3.7Y 257.0% 2 as @
1970 1546.5 100 5156 100 s85.9 100 M47.6 100 97.4 100
1975 2496.5 161 .5 9 | tieas 199 790 213 123.0 126
1980 9.2 2 5.8 14 1468.4 251 12171 3% 1469 151
158124 3470.7 224 552.3 107 15143 258 1298.9 374 105.2 108

Mio sfr = Sw F million

1. Countries covered: F.R. Gérmany, Belgium/Luxembourg, Denmark, France,
Italy, Netherlands, United Kingdom, Austria, Spain, Finland, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland, Ireland (1975-1981 inclusive), Greece (1981).

2. Excluding Spain.

3. 1961 figures for Norway and Spain.

4, Excluding United Kingdom.

(Source: Yearbook of the International Horticultural Statisties 1982 -
International Association of Horticultural Producers 1982/

Annuaire de la statistique internationale de 1'hortigulture 1982 -
Association internationale des producteurs de l'horticulture).
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ANNEX

TARIFF AND TRADE FLOW DATA AT THE TARIFF LINE LEVEL

Explanatory notes

With respect to tariff items of developed country markets, the
tabulations attached provide information at the tariff line level cn
different tariff treatment (m.f.n., GSP, LDC, etc.) and the corresponding
trade flows, as well as imports from individual main suppliers. Import
figures refer to the year 1980. In the first line, tariff item number,
product description, and quantity unit are indicated.

TARIFFS

Column TYPE OF DUTY

MTN-B: Base rate for the Tokyo Round (pre-Tokyo Round m.f.n. rate)

MTN-F: Final rate (post-Tokyo round m.f.n. rate)

MFN 80: M.f.n. rate applicable in 1980

TEMP: Temporary m.f.n. rate in 1980

GSP-B: GSP rate in 1981 or 1982

GSP-F: GSP rate related to post-MIN final rate (Austria, Canada,
Japan and Switzerland)

LDC-B: Rate applying to least-developed countries in 1981 or 1982

FTA: Rate applying to countries signatory to free-trade area
* agreement, e.g. EFTA
ZONE: Rate applying to countries signatory to inter-zone free trade
agreement (e.g. between EEC and EFTA)
PREF: Rates applicable under other preferential arrangement, e.g.

ACP and Mediterranean countries for EEC and
Commonwealth countries for New Zealand (consult the
" secretariat for further details).

Column RATE

Percentage ad valorem or ad valorem equivalent of specific, mixed or
compound rate is indicated with one decimal point. Ad valorem equivalent
is based on imports in the year recorded.

TRADE FLOW DATA

IMPORTS FROM (i) WORLD (= all sources) and (ii) GSP ORIGIN (= GSP
beneficiary countries) are each sub-divided by TOT (= total imports
irrespective of tariff treatment), MFN (= imports entitled to m.f.n.
treatment), GSP (imports covered by GSP), LDC (imports entitled to LDC
preference) and FTA, ZONE, PREF (= imports entitled to free trade area or
other preferential agreements). It may be noted that "iiports covered by
GSP" do not take into account quantitative and origin rule limitations and
non-utilization of GSP and that actual imports under GSP are smaller than
imports recorded as GSP.

With respect to imports from world and imports according to different
tariff treatment, names of five main suppliers appear in column MAIN
SUPPLIERS and imports from four main suppliers are indicated at the bottom.
See page 11 for country name abbreviationms.

SHARE for the percentage share of GSP beneficiaries in imports from world
v for value in $1,000
Q for quantity

* for quantity data not showing last three digits, the figure
a ~aa’ft o gy f1ohla @ -~ a o 10Q676% 109677 ")
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Some technical details on tariffs are provided in the following
columns:

TARIFF RATE
N E B B L P
A S D ¢ I ¢
T T G VvV M V VALUE UNIT AD. V

Data in these columns are explained below.

Column NAT = nature of dutv rate (blank for ad valorem rate)

S for specific rate (e.g. $4.00/kg);

C for compound rate (e.g. $4.00/kg + 10%Z);

M for mixed rate (e.g. $4.00/kg. or 10%Z whichever is greater);
V for variable levy or variable component;

0 for other natures.

Column EST = estimation code

E for an estimated rate;

A when the rate is the simple arithmetic average of two or more rates
(in cases where trade flow data are not available in the tariff
detail and two or more rates are related to import data).

Column BDG = binding status (blank for ordinary binding)

C for ceiling binding;

P for a rate partially bound at a ceiling rate, and partially at the
prevailing rate;
U for an unbound rate.

Column BCV = binding coverage (blank for fully bound)

X for partially bound.

Column LIM = limitation code for GSP (blank for ne limitation)

C for ceiling. or competitive need provisions;
Q for quota or similar limitations.

Column PCV = preference coverage (blank for coverage
of whole tariff line)

X for preference covering part of the tariff line.

Columns RATE/VALUE, UNIT, AD.V.

Specific, compound or mixed rate is indicated as illustrated below:

200/LB = gpecific rate of 2.00 units of currency per pound;
200/LB 0112 compound rate of 2.00 units of currency per pound plus
11.2 per cent ad valorem;

mixed rate of 2.00 units of currency per pound or 11 2
per cent ad valorem, whichever is higher;

as above, whichever is lower.

200/LB 0112+

200/LB 0112~
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