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Addendum

Introduction

1. Under the work programme of GATT adopted after the conclusion of the
Tokyo Round in 1979, the Committee on Trade and Development was given a
task to work on further trade liberalization in areas identified as being
of special interest to developing countries, which included notably
tropical products. In this connection, the secretariat provided during
1981 detailed data on the commercial policy situation and trade flows with
respect to a number of tropical products. Data for rice were circulated as
COM.TD/W/353 and this document was used as background material for the
Consultations on Trade Liberalization (tropical products) held in
March 1982.

2. The CONTRACTING PARTIES, meeting at the Ministerial level in
November 1982, decided "to carry out, on the basis of the work programme
pursued by the Committee on Trade and Development, consultations and
appropriate negotiations aimed at further liberalization of trade in
tropical products, including in their processed and semi-processed forms,
and to review the progress achieved in eliminating or reducing existing
obstacles to trade in tropical products at their 1984 Session." At its
meeting on 8 March 1983, the Committee on Trade and Development agreed that
the background documentation prepared for the 1982 Consultations on Trade
Liberalization would be updated, for the purpose of carrying out the
consultations and appropriate negotiations called for by the Ministers.

Commercial policy situation (see also SECTION III in COM.TD/W/353)

83-2278

3. In the five developed countries indicated below imports of rice from
developing countries have been granted duty-free treatment either on an
m.f.n. basis or under the GSP.
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Country Tariffs (m.f.n. and GSP) on rice

Australia

Austria

Canada

New ZeaLandI
Sweden

2%, GSP-0%

0% (bound at S 7 per 100kgs.)

Uncleaned paddy : 0% Bound
Cleaned : 0.25c/lb Bound (1%), GSP-0%
0% Bound

0% Bound

4. With respect to six other developed country markets (EEC, Finland,
Japan, Norway, Switzerland and United States) maintaining tariffs and/or
other measures (e.g. import levies and restrictions), the Annex to this
document updates the tariff and trade flow data at the tariff-line level
previously circulated as Annex 2 to COM.TD/W/353.

Rice in retail packs are subject to import restrictions.
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TARIFF AND TRADE FLOW DATA AT THE TARIFF LINE LEVEL

Explanatory note

TARIFFS

Column TYPE OF DUTY

MTN-B: Base rate for the Tokyo Round (pre-Tokyo Round m.f.n. rate)
MTN-F: Final rate (post-Tokyo round m.f.n. rate)
MFN 80: M.f.n. rate applicable in 1980
TEMP: Temporary m.f.n. rate in 1980
GSP-B: GSP rate in 1981 or 1982
GSP-F: GSP rate related to post-MTN final rate .(Austria, Canada,

Japan and Switzerland)
LDC-B: Rate applying to least-developed countries in 1981 or 1982
FTA: Rate applying to countries signatory to free-trade area

agreement, e.g. EFTA
ZONE: Rate applying to countries signatory to inter-zone free trade

agreement (e.g. between EEC and EFTA)
PREF: Rates applicable under other preferential arrangement, e.g.

ACP and Mediterranean countries for EEC
Column RATE

Percentage ad valorem or ad valorem equivalent of specific, mixed or
compound rate is indicated with one decimal point. Ad valorem equivalent
is based on imports in the year recorded.

Column NAT = nature of duty rate (blank for ad valorem rate)

S for specific rate (e.g. $4.00/kg);
C for compound rate (e.g. $4.00/kg + 10%);
M for mixed rate (e.g. $4.00/kg. or 10% whichever is greater);
V for variable levy or variable component;.
0 for other natures.

Column BDG = binding status (blank for ordinary binding)

C for ceiling binding;
P for a rate partially bound at a ceiling rate, and partially at the

prevailing rate;
U for an unbound rate.

Column LIM = limitation code for GSP (blank for no limitation)

C for ceiling or competitive need provisional
Q for quota or similar limitations.

TRADE FLOW DATA

IMPORTS FROM (i) WORLD (= all sources) and (ii) GSP ORIGIN (= GSP
beneficiary countries) are each sub-divided by TOT (= total imports
irrespective of tariff treatment), MFN (- imports entitled to m.f.n.
treatment), GSP (imports covered by GSP), LDC (imports entitled to LDC
preferences and FTA, ZONE, PREF (- imports entitled to free trade area or
other preferential agreements). It may be noted that "imports covered by
GSP" do not take into account quantitative and origin rule limitations and
non-utilization of GSP and that actual imports under GSP are smaller than
imports recorded as GSP.

With respect to imports from world and imports according to different
tariff treatment, names of five main suppliers appear in column MAIN
SUPPLIERS and imports from four main suppliers are indicated at the bottom.

Import figures refer v r Io '1
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