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TDe}chnnlcgl Sub-Group or Documentation, creeted by the decision of the
Textiles Committee, held its first meeting 30 [,pril-l riay 1974, under the chairmanship
of wir. Gerdner Patterson, Deputy Ll”CCtor—uun 'ral. It was agread at the outset
that the group would tase its discussion on the points set forth i CUM. TiX/W/8,
although QCVural represcntatives rescrved their right to mske generel 9tgtcmcrvU
cn pcints D, 3, and F of tiuat notc. Before the discussicn opunvc cn point £, a
delegation *”qucstvd the scerctariat to compile = list of SITC uancd 3TN positions
covering the textile procucts cnumerated in Srticle 12 of the Textiles rrangoment.
Sucr & compilation was proparid and Zistributed bofor. the wnd of the mocting, the

i as cnly « tintative compilation, not
¢ 12, and therofore subjoet to discussion
o 4

to the Tuxtil.s rrang:mcnt.

sceretarizt strossing, nowover, thct
intceaded as an intorproetetion of irti
and confirmaticn, or amendwunt, by ;
cae Product classificetion

) Irad: statistics

The first reint of discucssion concurncd the vroauct clas

sificatior of trad
ne Textiles Committoe for corrying cut th

¢ studics ruqulruc

statistics ncedid Ty t
of it by /rticle 17, rarcgraph 2.

The Chanirvmen oxplained thet the task under discussion was anc of setting up
a systom of roeguler statisticel r vportlng, anG of doterimining its optimel cvgrcc of
detail so that, r©n the ono hand, the Tox*ile Committo. had ~11 the informetion it
nceded for its riguler analyses of the cirrent state of worid “TOQuCthD cf’, and trade
ir toxtile products and whalenh, on the othor hend, would impose the loast possitle
burdcer on bhoth notionnl aond scerctariat stotistical sorvices.  While intended

colleeted stotisties weuld olso

primerily for the Tpxtil’ Committcy, R
lws Surveillaneo Body.

3
form « guner2l framcvwork of inforsation for

asked whother it would consider the toxtilces

The Techrieczl 3ub-Grous was then
scetion of SITC R.v.2 o suitcble basis for the regular roporting and, if so, whether
it would be tuchnisally possible T acecl rote the implumentation for toxtiles of

(

)

this reviscd u\rwnclaturu vhicihh is uxpsctod to o in gonoral applicntion anly in 197€.
T &
The reproscintative of the Castoms Coopursticon Chuncil reportid on tho currcnt work

crn trade eln salflc tions and nomenclsatures, ompuatsizing thet the BTN was currently
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being subdivided so as to prescrve its traditional onc to onc corrcspondence
th '

with SITC Rev.2.
Most delegations felt that SITC Rev.2 would provide o sultable basis for
the regular statistical roporting on trade in toxtilcs and eppercl. It was
pointca cut that it made a distinction by fibre possible cven in the division
of apparcl where difficultics in this respect had existed buferc thg revision.
Most importantly, since SITC Rev.2 was going to be adopted by 2ll mombirs of
the United Natlons, ruporting to the GATT sceretarist on its basis would imply
no cxtra work for national statistical scrviccs. The mojority of countrics
rcpresented in the sub-group found it possible to repert on the basis of
SITC Rev.?; some were oble to do this in full detnil of this clessification
whilc somo others informed the group thnt, for the time being, thoy might have
difficultics reporting in mere doetail thﬂn available at 3 or 4 digit levels.
Thosc countrics which could report would also find 1t possible to report in this
form as of Jeonuory 1975. Somc membors of the group, however, considered thet
an cxpaunsion to other fibres of the clossificaticon uscd in statistical roporting
to the Cotton Textiles Committue would be satisfactory for the purpose at hand,
and favourcd this approoch, but agroed te study the pessibility of supplying
mere statictical detnil within thoe scheme so that their own roeporting could
gradually approach tho structure and degree of detail of SITC Rev.2. In this
context, several delegaticns cmphnsized the desirability of having uniform
crltprlh for distinguishing blunded products by fibre centent.
{ discussion of the question of tomporary imports and cxports for processing

revcaled thot for o number of countrics this tradce was unimportant, for most

of then comprehensive doteilced reporting would croate serious difficultics; and
that the fow countrius oble to provide such datz could not de so on a comparablc
basis. Un¢ delogation ues proparced to collect date for temporary imports on

2 montnly basis, provided osther participante undcrtook to de the same.  Some
others could provide those figures only on a global basis without indica flng
sources or destinaticons. It wns zgrocd that special roporting on this trad

would be, for the time being, ot least, too ambitious.

The sub-group then discussed at considerable longth the problhq of reperting
the gquantities traded. It roecognised thaet the proetice under LTA of converting
different quantity units (o.g. units of surface into units of weight) by constant
factors was unsatisfzctory. It was furthor rocognized that for different groups
of products different guantity units gnve the bust rorults, c.g., tonnage for
yarns, tonnagc and surfuce for fa brlvq, tonnuge ond units for apparels; ond thnt

it would be desirable if reporting in two differont quantity units could bo
.{’

- aeegrr 1

commonly adopted for fobrics and spporcl. . Dologntec f several oountries announcod

that, for various reassng, this would not bu possible for the time boing, but
that they would discuss thu possibility with their statistical authorities.
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(b) Production statistics

It was generally reccognized that for its assessment of the state of world
production and trade in textile products, the Textiles Committee will need
reliable data on national production, and that it would bs highly desirable for
this data to be provided in a form comparable with the data on trade. A number
of delegations recalled the fact that, in prosent statistical practices,
production and trade data are not collected according to a2 common classification
and that, while in the area of textiles thore might cxist some, though not
insuperable, problens in obtoining comparability between production and trade
data, in the sector of cpparcl it has been so far impossible even to collect
comprchensive data on toial production (and, a fortiori on production by fibre)
lst alone obtain comparsbility betwecn production and trade data.

One way of overcoming this difficulty, and cbtaining at luast a rough but
comprehensive notion of national apparel production, a delegation suggested, would
be to calculate the intake of yarns and fabrics, by fibre, into each domestic
apparel industry. [fnother way, which tho majority of delegations considered
more promising and Gescrving ficther study, would be to agree on a representative
list of products and to establish a regular reporting of their output.

Thosc countries which collicct prcduction statistics do it in terms of
volume, and in a few countrics additional statistics on the value of production
or sales are alsco available., 4 fow countrics do not regularly collect any
production data at prescnt, or cocllect them in tcrms which are not comparable
with those of the mejority of other countrics. It was understood that considerable
effort by 21l govermmecnts would be needed to develop 2 savisfactory comparable
set of production data. Dolegates of several countries stated tnat all statistics
supplied to the Textilcs Ccmmittee should stem from official sources, and this
was generally agrced.

(c) Other statistics

The group had =z first exchange of general views on the additional statistics
relating to the textile industry that the Textiles Committec might require. Cne
delegation emphasized that additional daota should relate to spoeific points of
study in order to aveid 2 massive build-un of statistical informeation which may

not always be relevant. From a discussion of the wsefulness of such statistical
indicators as those of value added in menufacturing, empleoymont, unemployment,
investment and :achincry  of the industry, it cmerged that all additional
information of this kind reletes to the industry, possibly its individual branches,
and could not be related to individual products. It 2lso appeared that, while a
lerge majority of countrics collected statistics on scveral of the aspects mentioned
above, there were considerable divergences in national statistical practices and
definitions. Statistics ca value added by and on empleyuernt and/or unemployment
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in, the textiles and apparcl industry were available in the majority of countries,
the former bocause the majority of gevernments practisc national income accounting,
the latter bucausc of thcir 1mmbc1utv impcrtance for policy formntion. These

two types of statistics would therefore scem to descrve more discussion at the
nezxt meeting in which the naticnal methods, definitions and periodicity of
reperting could be clorificd further in order to ascoertain to whet cxtent the
international ccmparability of the data could dbe improved.

B. axtent and cecerevhical detail of reporting

Only general statoments were exchenged under this heading. It was
emphasized that 211 participating countries should supply = cemmenly «gr
ninimun of statistics. While it was recognized that some vuntrlps may
difficulties with rcspect to particulear statistical sories, it was noped th at
these difficultics weuld be graduzlly overcome. A anbbr of spc 01f1\ points
renzin to be discusssd and decidod at the next mecting, such as the goographical
detail of trade reporting (should cach country supnly deteil ca cxports by

ol

¢
destination and imports by crigin?).

read
have

On ths question of pericdicity of reperting, some countries suoowed
willingness to repert trade monthly and production guarterly. While some other
countries felt that annuel or bi-annual reperting would be sufficient, most
delegations favourcd cuartirly reperting of trade and annual reperting of
production. With very fou cxeocpticns, trade stctistics generally seom to be
aveilable within throc munths. With respect to production stetistics, there is
much more diversity among individual countrics, some able te compile them within
three months, som: only with a ﬂlﬂ" cf six montis or more. This might raise
problems should the rcport ~f the Textiles Committec on the stote of the
textile production and trade be requlrcd to "ppc:r in summer. An agreoemont on
specific roporting dezdlincss should be scught at the next moecting.

Leddty A
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l
l
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With respeet te tho past peried to be coverced by trade statistics on an
agrecé basis, most countrics felt able te supply data for the past three years,
and some could go evon [urther.

C. ihe form of reoul wr rep riting

The delegate =f the Zuropcun Communiticvs cnacunced that the reporting would
be made by ths Statisticzl ffice of tho Cemmunitics 2nd wvould be in terms of

sggrogates for the nine mumber countrics combined. The secrctorict expressed &
preference for the reporting of trade statistics to be cffected on magnetic tapes,

since all governments report in this form to the otgtlbtical Jffice of the
United iztions. makiny another taps copy of the textiles sector would thus
services os well e facilitote the processing of

i

mininize the worl of natiena
wuever, was left for a future

the data in the sceretoriat, 2 decision on tanils,
meeting.
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D. Statistics required by the TS3 arnd E. Trade rolicy reporting te the TS3
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Severzl ccuf triss including ol dit not participat: in the debate
reserved the znt fo return te oll points discussel on 30 aprii-l w2y 1974 in
the nsvt .cpgi“, cf the grcu. vhich wes zet for 5 Junc ot 10 S,



