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4. The Technical Sub-Group has rccognized the ncod for statistical roporting to
the Textiles Committce to be on a rouc.nc basis, in othel words to qusist, to the
maximm oxtont possible, of date regularly colicctod and procosscd by national
statistical offices, whother for interncl purposcs or for sutmission to other
internaticnal organizaticns. It has further rceognized the nced for the schome

of statistical reporting to be, on the one hand, kept to & minimua of data rolevant
and indispensablce to the tasks of the Textiles Cormittec yet, on the other hand,
to be open to modification as necds and circumstances may require. In general,
the Tochnical Sub-Group hos considercd the tasks of statistical and other docu-
nentation for the Textiles Committec in the form of a prograxme to be doveloped
and perfected over time in the dircction of cnsuring botter international
conparability of textilc statistics. It rccognized thet the progromme would
inevitably requirc o specicl eoffort, and many delogaticns indicated their willing-
ness to supply thc stotistics onumercted below, on the understanding that a
compensurate effort would be undertaken by 211l countrics participoting in the
i.rrangcment . Tho Europcan Communitics and Spain werce amcng thosce cmphasizing the
importance of reciprocity in this matter.

Irade stotistics

5. The Technicel Sub-Group considers the nomenclature provided by SITC/Rev.2 to
be the optimun basis for rogular statistical roporting on trade in textiles and
apparcl. This nomenclaturc makes a distinetion by fibre possible even in the
division of appercl, wherc difficulties in this respect cxdsted before the

revision. Since this nomenclaturc is likcely to be adopted by all members of the
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Unitod Nations, reporting to the G.TT scerctariat on this basis should imply ﬁo
extra work for notioncl stotistical scrvices. |
6. Most countrics will not, howevor, be able to implement this nomenclaturc
before 1976, clthough scveral countries will be oble to report on this basis
alroady as from 1975. ot present, inport and export statistics arc available in
nost countrics quarterly, by origin and destinntion, at the 5~dizit level of the
SITC/iev.l. The Sub-Group considers that, in the interim, this should be a
sultable basis for rcsulor statistical reporting. Becausu this nomenclaturc has
becn in force for o period of yoars it should not pose a major difficulty for the
reporting countrics to submit on this basis statistical information for several
years past, say, going back to 1972.
7.  Sowme countrics ¢o nov report trade xccording to SITC/Rcev.l but on the basis.
of netional classifications which, however, without great difficulty can be
correlated to the 3ITC/iev.l at the 4 or 5=-dipit level., Thesc countries have
indicated their rendiness to assist the secrotarict in providing a,concordancé
by which their national nonenclaturcs can be converted to SITC/iiev.l as well as
such further informction thot may be required, nnd is availablic, for perfeeting
the comperability of Jdate,
8. The Group noted that it had ne competeace whotscever on the question of
interpretation of the preduct coverage of the [rrangonent and that in fact there
had been no discussions on the scope of toxtiles ond clothing in the context of
articlc 12 of the xrrongancnt; and 1t was clenrly understood thot the scope of
statistical collection has no iuplication on the product coverage of the

arrangenent. Fer stotisticnl convenience, the Techuodeal Suv-~Group rocormends
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that all participating countries report statistics on the value and volume of their.
trade in cotton, wool and men-made fibre textiles and clothing within Section XI

of BIN. As far as possible, these statistics should be applied on magnetic tape

in quarterly intervals. They should be in the 5-digit detail of SITC/Rev.l or
Rev.2, or its equivalents in terms of BIN or national classifications, by origin and
destination, as from 1972.

9. The Sub-Group discussed the problem of units in which trade volumes should be
indicated, and of the conversion factors to be used in cases where different
statistical authorities report in different units. It agreed that, to the extent
possible, volumes of trade in fabrics, made-up articles and clothing should be
reported in two units of measurement (e.g.. surface aﬁd weight for fabrics, number
of pieces and weight for clothing) but recognized that complete uniformity in this
respect could not be achieved at present.

Production statistics

10. The majority of participating countries surveyed by the Questionnaire can
supply output (or manufacturers’ sales) statistics for —~spresentative product groups
listed in the Juestionnaire and accounting, in practically all cases, for the bulk
of national textiles and clothing production. fThe Technical Sub-Croup consequently
considers the product list contained in the Questionnaire to be a suitable basis

for the reporting on production statistics. The Sub-Group, however, noted that
even if national statistical programmes adhered to a common international

nomenclature , national definitions of »roduction might differ. and for this reason,

international comparisons rmust be made with the greatest care. The Sub~Group
recommends, therefore., that in meking their statistical submissions, national
statistical authorities also specify the definitions and methods used in collecting

production statistics.
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11. At preseat, several countries may not be zble to report in the full detail of
this »roduct list, due to dirficulties in distinguishing products of various
processing techniques (e.g.., woven/knitted apparel, woollen/worsted yarns aand
fabrics). The Technical Suo-Uroup considers it important to retain such detail
where it can be supplied while countries who cannot make the distincticns in
guestion cam merge such product groups for the time being.
12, In consideriug the pericdicity of this reporting., the Technical Sub-Group has
noted that quarterly as well as annual data are available in most countries, and
that definitive annual data are in uost cases available only with a delay of 12 or
more months, If only annual data were reported, therefore. the annual reports
of the Textiles Coumittee would,. in most cases. be based on the state cf production
two years ago. The Uroup therefore recommends that reperting on production be
made both amnually and. tc the extent possiblz, quarterly, the quarterly data to
keep the Textiles Couuittee informed on recent production developments., the
definitive annual daeta to providce more vrecise information on production trends
over time.

InGustry statistics

13. The Technicsl Sub=CGroup has also considered several statistics illustrating
the more general stete of the textile and appsrel industry. It recommends the
collection and reporting of the following data senmarately for the textile and for
the apvarel indusiry:

- value added by nanufacturing (annually);

- iavestirent in the two industries, distinggish%ng the outlay for plant and

for machinery (anaually);
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~ total employment, production workers and average hours worked, per week

per

worker (to the extent possible on a guarterly basis).

Recommendations

1k, In sum, the Technical Sub—Group on Textile Documentation recommends to the

Textiles Committee that it urge all parties to the Arrangement to report to the

Secretariat:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Statistics oa foreign trade in all textiles and clothing of cotton,
wool and men-~made fibre, on magnetic tape, in the 5-digit detail of
SITC/Rev.2, as soon as possible, and of SITC/Rev.l in the meantime,
or in equivalents of these nomenclatures in terms of BTN or national
classifications, by origin and destination, as far as possible
quarterly, as from 1972;

Production statistics for the representative product groups listed in
Annex 1, both quarterly and annually:; and

Separatcly for the textile and apparel industry, data on value-added
" v manufacturing (annual y); investment, <istinguishing the outlay for
plant and for machinery (annually);/ total employment, production

workers and sverage hours worked per week Der WOrker (quarterly;.

15. The Sub-Group understands that not all statistical services possess all the

data in the

required detail or periodicity. All parties to the Agreement should

report to the full extent of their present ability and, bearing in mind the

importance of reciprocity, should undertake all the effort needed to bring their

reporting in line with that of the other countries. It recommends that the

statistical

the view of

reporting scheme be re-examined after two years of operation, with

assessing its adequacy and the progress made towards better

comparability of the data submitted,



