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TARIFFS AND TRADE Special Distribution

Textiles Committee

REPORT BY THE SECRETARIAT ON THE REGULAR REPORTING
SCHEME OF TEXTILE AND APPAREL STATISTICS

Addendum

Since the publication of COM.TEX/W/60 on 8 March 1979, additional
information has been received which has enabled the secretariat to
expand the section headed "Comparability of the Data" on page 5 of the
report. The expanded section is given below.

In order to assess the degree of comparability of the statistics
submitted, countries participating in the reporting scheme were reques-
ted first, when the scheme was established, and more recently by
letter, to provide explanatory information concerning the methods of
collection and definitions followed in preparing the production and
general industrial statistics reported. So far responses have been
received from 12 out of the 26 countries who report production and
general industrial statistics, as follows: Austria, Canada, Finland,
Guatemala, Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Singapore, Sweden and the United States. This explanatory information
is summarized in the attached Annex which, for ease of reference, also
includes the data already published in COM.TEX/W/60, Annex 3
pages 17 to 20.

On the basis of this information, it is possible to identify the
main areas where meaningful comparisons between countries could be
affected by the lack of comparability, although the magnitude of the
problem is difficult to assess due to the fact that the responses are by
no means complete.

Regarding production statistics, differing treatment is accorded to
products classified by fibre (i e. tops, yarns and fabrics of cotton,
wool and man-made fibres) particularly with regard to the categorization
of blends. For industrial statistics, the definitions of the textile and
clothing industries as reported to the GATT do not always follow the
International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC), especially with
regard to the treatment given the manufacture of made-ups, chemical
fibres, and knitting mills. In addition, differing treatment is accorded
in employment statistics (total employees) to working proprietors, active
business partners and unpaid family workers which could affect the
international comparability of statistics for the clothing industry.

Countries participating in the Arrangement who have so far failed
to supply statistics were requested to indicate their abilities vis-à-vis
the reporting scheme. The government of Switzerland has indicated
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that it will be able to provide the following data: production statistics
commencing with quarterly data for 1978 for all the product groups with
the exception of product numbers 2, 9, 12, 13, 14/15, 19, 22 and 30;
employment statistics of total employees for the textile and clothing
industries.
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