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Statistics Supplied by the International
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The data included in this. section.were compiled by IFCATI, on behalf of the
GATT secretariat, from submissionsby industry associations and its correspondents
in the different countries. The material up-dates and, where necessary, revises a
partly of the statistics supplied by IFATI for inclusion in A Study on Cotton Textiles,
published in 1966.
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General Notes

1. Sources: The basic data have been obtained from replies received by the
International Federation of Cotton and Allied Textile Industries (IFCATI) from
industry associations and correspondents in the different countries. Where
IFCATI has had supplementary information, these data have been used, in addition
to those supplied for the purpose of the survey. The quality of the data vary
from country to country. In view of the provisional character of some of the
detailed statistical data contained in the tables, IFCATI does not consider all
data in this survey necessarily as final in every respect.

2. Definitions of country Groups: The sub-division of countries used in the
tables is the same as that used throughout the paper with respect to countries
party to the Long-Term Arrangement Regarding International Trade in Cotton.
Textiles (Group I, Group II and Japan) together with non-participating countries
arranged in alphabetical order.

3. The scope of these statistics, except where specifically noted, is the cotton
system of spinning on three and four cylinders and the cotton system of weaving on
looms of eighteen inches or more in width. On this machinery it is possible to
use cotton, artificial and synthetic fibres; artifical and synthetic fibres may
only be used in the staple form in the spinning sector.

4, Machinery changes and utilization (Tables A to D)

Percentage change in machinery in place: When evaluating the change between
1939 and 1953, account has to be taken of the effects of the second world war
and of the subsequent changes in the geographical sizes of some of the
territories to which national data relate.

Shifts: Three bases have been taken for the evaluation of shift performance
to satisfy numerous requirements. The two-shift base of 4,160 hours per
annum has been the accepted norm for equipment utilization in the traditional
centres of cotton manufacture. Many consider that a three-shift base of
6,200 hours is more suited to modern utilization levels and this was the
annual hour basis which the International Federation of Cotton and Allied
Textile Industries recently adopted. Even the three-shift base may not be
the best basis for comparison for it is felt that all performances should be
gauged against the maximum normally possible. This, according to
United States investigation, appears tc be 7,488 hours. Thus each nations
working hours have been expressed in terms of two shifts, three shifts and
the maximum normally attainable. As regards capacity utilization, it should
be noted that the figures relate to machinery in place and not to active
machinery.
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5. Proportion of automatic and semi-automatic looms in place (Table E)

The main advantage of the automatic loom is its considerable economy in the
use of manpower. In addition, however, because of its greater speed, the
automatic loom may have a larger output than the ordinary loom.

Semi-automatic looms: These are looms which have been ordinary non-
autosatic looms but which have been converted by the addition of automatic
attachments. It should be noted that the increase in the proportion of
automatic looms does not necessarily indicate an increase in the actual
number of automatic looms but sometimes simply a decrease in the ordinary
looms in place.

Trend in the proportion of automatic looms installed: The normal trend in
industry is towards the modernization of equipment and this is why in most
cases the proportion of automatic looms is shown to be steadily grawing.
The faster scrapping of automatic than ordinary looms or the faster
installation of ordinary than automatic looms over a limited period is
usually the explanation. Japan, with all looms belonging to independent
weavers classed as "ordinary", is a special case.

6. Quality comparison (Table F)

Average count: The count of yarn is a measure of its fineness with (in Tex)
the finer yarn having a lower count number than the thicker, or (in English
counts) the finer having a higher count than the thicker yarn. The
significance of this indication is that the thicker the yarn the less length
there will be in a kilogramme; thus, when judging productivity by weight of
output per spindle consideration must be given to the fineness of the yarn
produced. Two count systems have been included: (i) Tex is the universal
count system which is at present at an advanced stage of introduction;
(ii) the English count system has until now-been the most universally
applied system and is still the system which is most widely used. A further
count system for measuring yarn fineness exists, i.e., the metric count
system which is used by some European countries; average count data given
in accordance with this system, have been converted into Tex and English
counts.

Cloth measurement: Cloth, like yarn, varies in fineness so that in addition
to the data showing loom output per annum, it would have been useful to have
had a cloth measurement of a similar nature to the count measurement for
yarn. It has, however, been found impossible to arrive at any method of
calculating accurately an average cloth quality for each country;
consequently no data on the subject are provided.
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7. Production and sales (Tables J and K)

Yarn and cloth were classified into categories "cotton" or "artificial and
synthetic"l or "other" according to the general rule adopted under the Brussels
Tariff Nomenclature and the United Nations Standard International Trade
Classification. ...Under this scheme, yarn or cloth containing two or more different
types of fibre was. classified under the predominant fibre content. In the case, of
cloth, production data given are for total loom state cloth.

Domestic sales:. In the case of vertically integrated firms countries were
asked to include deliveries to further processing sections in the total of
domestic sales.

Yarn consumption: Table K denotes cotton weaving mill consumption of yarn;
it excludes yarn which is used by small handloom operators, by: other sectors
of the textile industry and by industries outside the textile field.

Exports are deliveries outside national boundaries.

8. Symbols

not available
... industry not established or established since the previous

year of comparison
nil or negligible

[ ] national estimate

* supplementary IFCATI information
** data not available, therefore data for the preceding year were used

9. When reading the statistical tables, the explanatory notes to each table
should .be taken into account and given full consideration.
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