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TRADE RESTRICTIONS ON ARTIFICIAL LIMB AND

ORTHOPAEDIC APPLIANCES

Request for the submission of information on customs duties and
trade restrictions

The following statements have been received from the Governments of
Austria, Canada, Denmark, Italy, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Pakistan.

AUSTRIA

1. import Duties:

There is no specific item in the Austrian customs tariff for artificial
limbs and orthopaedic appliances. For customs purposes these commodities
are classified according to their nature and fall under the following items
containing .various other articles:

Tariff Item Description Rate of Duty
in gold kronen or as

% ad val.

ex 264 b
ex 290 b 5
ex 304

ex 305

Artificial limbs
''

''

ex 307 b 2 delta ''

limbs of hardened rubber
'' of leather
'' of wood with fine

fratwork
" of wood with covers

of any kind
'' of artificial horn

170.- p 100 kgs.
140. ''

70.-''

28%
120.-''

''

''

Artificial
Note: for products of this tariff item
not produced in Austria the duty ca1
be reduced or remitted.

Artificial teeth of glass or other
materials, not combined with precious metals
a - teeth of porcelain
b - other

ex 329 e

330

30%

10%
30%
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Tariff Item

ex 381 b 3

ex 393 c 2
ex 410 b

Description.

Artificial limbs of sheet iron
finely worked

n " of wire
'' it and orthopaedic

appliances of iron combined with
fine materials

Rate of Duty:
in gold Kronen or as

% ad val.

120.- p. 100 kgs.
20%

20%

Artificial limbs and orthopaedic
appliances of iron combined with
very fine materials or gilt or
silvered

Artificial limbs of zinc or
zinc alloys

ex 428 A e

ex 428 B c 2

ex 430 d

ex 431

ex 444 a 3

ex 475 b

477 a

Artificial limbs of copper or
copper alloys

Artificial limbs of other metals not
elsewhere mentioned and of alloys
thereof, finely worked, weighing each:
alpha - 300 gammes or more
beta less than 300 grammes

Artificial limbs of aluminium
or alloys resembling aluminium

Artificial limbs and orthopaedic
appliances of base metal or base
metal alloys, wholly or partly gilt
or silvered, or combined with very
fine materials

Hearing aids and parts thereof

Artificial limbs and orthopaedic
appliances
1 - of gold
2 - of platinum
3 - of silver

Artificial teeth with insignificant
additions of precious metals

ex 411 b

240.- ''

30%

30%

200.-''
250.-''

''

''

30%

35%

300.-''

20%
300,- p.1Kg.
80.-''

''

1 Kg.
''

25.- "
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Tariff Item Description Rate of Duty
in gold kronan or as

% ad val.

ex 477 b Artificial limbs and orthopaedic
appliances with addition
a - of gold or platinum 10.- p. 1 kg.
b - of silver 7.-

ex 479 b Artificial limbs and orthopaedic
appliances as products of precision
mechanics 3.-

In the new Austrian Customs Tariff actually in preparation by the
Austrian authorities artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances will be
classified according to the Brussels Nomenclature under item Nr. 90 19
"Ortho-aedic appliances; artificial limbs; eyes, teeth and other artificial
parts of the body; deaf-aids; splints and other fracture appliances".
Austria has already granted tariff concessions on commodities of this item
in negotiations with contracting parties to the GATT.

2. Suspension of Duties:

Under paragraph 183 in connexion with paragraph 3, sub-paragraph 2
Customs law, the Federal Ministry of Finance is entitled to reduce duties
or to abstain from levying them if reasons of equity require.it. In each
particular case an application has to be -made to the Federal Ministry
of Finance. For certain cases the Federal Ministry of Finance may authorize
subordinate customs authorities to grant reductions or exemptions of duties.

3. Import Restrictions:

Importations of artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances are subject
to the same regulations as imports of any other commodity. The legal basis
is the External Trade Law 1956 (Aussenhandelsgesetz) which enumerates all
those commodities the importation of which is subject to licensing. Therefore
artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances have to be imported with or
without licence according to their nature and the materials of which they
consist. Some of the commodities for which a licence is required under
ETL 1956 are liberalized and therefore can be imported freely. Licenses
are granted where there is evidence of need.

4. Formalities:

Austria has no customs formalities which might impede the importation
of artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances.
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In order to facilitate the procedure mentioned under 2 the Boards
of Finance in the different provinces (Finanzlandesdirektionen) are
entitled to remit payments of duties in individual cases up to an amount
of 5,000. Under certain conditions customs offices at the seat of
provincial Boards of Finance may do the same up to an amount of S.500.

5. Statistical Information:

Separate statistics are not available due to the fact that in trade
statistics as well as in the customs tariff artificial limbs and orthopaedic
appliances appear only in connexion with other commodities made of the same
materials.

The Austrian production of artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances
covers the demands of the Austrian market. Austrian products of this kind
are also exported.

CANADA

1. Import Duties: Most-
British Favoured-

Item No.. Description Preferential Nation General
Tariff Tariff Tariff

478(l) Artificial limbs; spinal and Free Free Free
other orthopaedic braces;
parts of the fore-going....

481 Specially constructed boot or
appliance made to order for a
person having a crippled or
deformed foot or ankle Free Free Free

482 Ear-telephone sets and similar Free Free Free
appliances, including batteries,
battery chargers and battery
testers therefor, for use by
deaf persons; electronic ear-
training apparatus, including
microphones, headsets, record-
turning devices and tone arms,
specially designed for use by,
or for the training of, the deaf;
parts of the fore-going; under
regulations prescribed by the
Minister



Item
No. Description

British
Preferential

Tariff
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Favoured-
Nation General
Tariff Tariff

486 Artificial larynx, for use in
restoring speech . . . . .

698 All articles specially designed
for the use of the blind, whether
for educational, recreational,
industrial, personal or other
purposes, when for blind persons and
imported by, or on the order or
certificate of, the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind,
or other bona fide institution or
association for the blind . . .

2. Suspension of Duties:

Not applicable.

3. Import Restrictions:

None.

4. Formalities:

There are no restrictive formalities.

5. Statistical Information:

Free

Free

Free

Free

Free

Free

Imports 1955

(Tariff Item 478(l))
$ Canadian

Orthepaedic braces and parts

United Kingdom
Federal Republic of Germany
United States of America

758
246

71,589

Total 72,593

Artificial limbs and parts

United Kingdom
Federal Republic of Germany
United States of America

11,403
1,247

103.110
Total 115,760
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Product

Artificial limbs
Orthopaédic corsets
Braces, spinal
Braces, other

canadian Production 1954

Quantity

1,091
15,532
1,205
3,235

Total

$ Canadian

263,994
85,806
45,100
79 538

474,438

Erorts

Not separately recorded,

DENMARK

1. Import Duties:

Danish tariff
Classification No. Description Rate of Duty

Artificial feet of wood
Leg splints of iron

'' it '' coated metal
'' '' '' aluminium

Arch supports of rubber combined
with textiles
Leather arch supports
Invalid carriages
Crutches of wood
Plaster
Bandage
Elastic stockings
Leather footwear

Leather footwear with wood bases

Surgical needles
Artificial limbs of synthetic material

10 øre per kg
10 '' it ''

70 '' '' ''
45 '' '' ''

10% ad valorem
10% " ''

!O øre per kg
10 '' '' "
8% ad valorem
10% ''

5% '' ''

1.50 kr. per kg
+ 10% ad valorem
60 øre per kg
+ 7½% ad valorem
10 øre per kg
10% ad valorem

2. Suspension of Duties:

The above mentioned articles may be imported free of duty, if they

come under the provisions of Section 3 c of the Danish Tariff Act, Under

that Section exemption from duty is allowed for ``used articles, imported as

346 b
249
258 b
259
101 a

303 b
358 b
346 b
176/1
176/2
176/3
62 a

62 a

249
76 g
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gifts or inherited by indigent persons, and other articles imported as
gifts for charitable foundations or for institutions, or the like; ...''

3. Import- Restrictions:

Orthopaedic appliances such as artificial limbs, bandages and arch
supports as well as parts and accessories of the same, are classified under
a number of different commodity numbers depending upon the nature of the
material of which they are made. The majority of these goods are still
subject to quantitative import restrictions.

As regards footwear specially made for invalids, there have been no
applications submitted for import licences. Presumably, the demand for
such special footwear must be fully covered by the home production which
in 1955 was estimated at about 5 million Danish kroner, corresponding to
about $722,500.

4. Formalities:

No reply.

5. Statistical Information:

It is not possible, on the basis of official statistics, to supply
information on Danish imports of orthopaedic appliances. Based on the
evidence for 1955 available to the Danish authorities, it is estimated
that orthopaedic appliances amounting to about 1 million Danish kroner,
or $144,400, were imported in 1955, distributed over the following countries
of origin:

United States Dollars
(in thousands)..

Federal Republic of Germany 86.700
United Kingdom 38,300
Sweden 3,600
France 1.400
Switzerland 6,500
Italy 1.400
United States of Ameriea 6.500

144.400

Available information indicates that exports are insignificant in
amount.

Danish production cannot be deduced from official statistics. From
other information available, the home production for 1955 is estimated at
about 5.5 million Danish kroner, corresponding to about $795.000.
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The commodity range of orthopaedic appliances is difficult to define
due to its nature, so that actual liberalization of imports is hardly
feasible for administrative reasons. The issue of import licences for
orthopaedic appliances is, however, of such an extent that presumably
demand in Denmark is fully covered.

ITALY

1. Import Duties:

Tariff General Conventional
Item No, Description Duty Duty Duty
1269 Orthopaedic appliances 30% 21% 18%

1270 Prosthetic articles:

(b) Artificial human eyes 35% 21%
(c) Not specified 35% 21%

2. Suspension of Duties:

There are no particular cases of suspensions or reductions of the above
indicated customs duties.

3. Import Restrictions:

Imports into Italy of orthopaedic appliances and prosthestic articles
(Tariff No. 1269-70, Statistical Item 4873/4878) are subject to different
rules according to the countries from which they are imported.

Imports of these products from 0BEC countries, the principal suppliers,
are completely liberalized in accordance with Ministerial Decree 29/8/1951
and Circular No. 225565 of 31.10.1951. The latter circular also extended the
liberalization of these products to the remaining countries members of the
European Payments Union.

With respect to the dollar area, however, imports of these products
are subject to licence.

Imports of these articles from countries with which Italy has bilateral
commercial treaties are governed by the rules for the application of each
agreement. At present these imports are subject to licence, excepting those
coming from Egypt, which enjoy the same measures of liberalization as applied
to OEEC countries. Imports from Yugoslavia take place under "open general
licence" but within the limits of lire 40 million for each tariff item and
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on the condition that imports of products covered by this Chapter of the
customs tariff do not exceed lire 100 million. Imports from other countries
with which Italy has commercial agreements (Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
Ecuador, Finland, Hungary, Iran, Israel, Japan, Paraguay, Poland, Rumania,
Spain, USSR) can take place under the general quotas concerning medicaments
and medical appliances or under quotas for "other goods" included in these
bilateral agreements or, as is the case with Japan, under barter transactions
or against payment in foreign exchange.

Imports from Argentina and Brazil, with which Italy has multilateral
payments agreements, are subject to licence. Imports from other countries
(Mainland China, Chile, Colombia, East Germany, Uruguay) can take place at
present by global or private compensation.

4. Formalities:

No reply.

5. Statistical Information:

Statistical data for Italian imports and exports of these products
in 1955 are given hereafter.

Imports 1955

Orthopaedic Appliances United States Dollars

Austria
France
Federal Republic
United Kingdom
Switzerland
United States of

of Germany

America

Prosthetic Articles

Artificial eyes

Federal Republic of Germany

Not specified

Austria
France
Federal Republic of Germany
United Kingdom
Japan
United States of America

Total

691
4,760

27, 536
9,34.7

368
1,318

44,000Total

125

117
504

1,725
725
115

3,723

6,909
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Exports 1955

Orthomaedic Appliances United States Dollars

Austria
Belgium
Federal Republic of Germany
Greece
Malta
Netherlands
Sweden
Switzerland
Iran
Iraq
Libya
Syria
Egypt.
Ethiopia
Mexico
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela

Total

Artificial eyes

Austria
Greece
Yugoslavia
Netherlands
Egypt
Libya
Mexico
Uruguay

Total

NETHERLANDS
A. Metropolitan Territory

1. Import Duties:

Tariff item: ex 924b Orthopaedic appliances and parts thereof
other than hearing aids 10%
(ex item because under the heading are
also classified: sets of artificial teeth,
arch supports, trusses and like articles
of a more general nature.)

16
2,794

56
32

443
1,152

144
227

1,472
1,046
2,548

362
1,318

22
736
80

800
169

13,419

37
161
853

2,329
254
192
52
430

43,110
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2. Suspension of Duties:

None.

3, Import Restrictions:

Liberalized; imports from countries to which liberalization measures
are generally not extended would eventually be subject to import licenses.

4. Formalities:

No restrictive formalities; only a form, with an extra copy, has to
be sent in for customs and statistical purposes.

5. Statistical Information:

(for the whole tariff item 924)

Imports 1955

United States Dollars

Belgium - Luxemburg 3,160
United Kingdom 55,260
France 8,370
West Germany 63,420
Denmark 89,470
Austria 13,160
United States of America 8,680

Total 247,100

Export 1955

(no specification available) Total 742,100

Production

Complete artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances are not
manufactured in the Netherlands. Protheses are only assembled from
imported detached parts.

Proposal by the Council of Europe for duty-free importation

The Benelux Administrative Council has considered the proposal of
the Council of Europe and the World Health Organization that imports of
orthopaedic appliances be freed from customs duties, and has decided
against taking such action.
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B. Surinam

1. Import Duties:

Tariff item number 90.12 -

Medical, dental, surgical and veterinary instruments and appliances;
apparatus for massage, psycho - technical examination, artificial
respiration and similar apparatus (gas masks and similar apparatus
included); orthopaedic articles, girdles for medical purposes and the
like; artificial limbs, artificial human eyes, artificial teeth
and other artificial parts of the body; apparatus for persons with
hard hearing; splints and similar objects for broken parts of the body -

(a) Artificial limbs, artificial human eyes and other artificial
parts of the body, except artificial teeth. ....... free

(b) Other. ...... ...... . ....... 20% ad
valorem

2. Suspension of Duties:

Pursuant to Article 16: paragraph 20: of the Tariff Ordinance 1957
total or partial exemption of import duties to orthopaedic appliances
may be granted in casae indicated by the Minister of Finance and under
conditions and provisions determined by him.

3. Import Restrictions:

Importation of the appliances in question are liberalized.

4. Formalities:

As a matter of general principle import formalities are kept as
simple as possible.
5. Statistical Information:

(a) Statistical data of the imports are not available.
(b) National production and exports in 1955 - nil.

C. Netherlands Antilles

1. Import Duties:

Artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances are not specially
mentioned in the Tariff of the Netherlands Antilles.

They fall within Tariff item number 196 -

Optical instruments and apparatus, measuring instruments and
apparatus and other instruments and apparatus not elsewhere
specified or included. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . 4-.5% ad. valorem
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2. Suspension of Duties:

There are no legal provisions under Which customs duties may be
suspended or reduced.

3. Import Restrictions:

None.

4. Formalities:

As a matter of general principle import formalities are kept as
simple as possible.

5. Statistical Information:

(a) Statistical data of the imports are not available.
(b) National production and exports in 1955 - nil.

D, Netherlands New Guines

1. Import Duties:

Tariff item number 850 -

Orthopaedic appliances (appliances for correcting body deformities,
hernias, etc.); artificial limbs; trusses; leg straighteners;
crutches for the crippled and lame; sales for feet feet and arch
supports; dentiphones, ear trumpets and other apparatus for persons
with hard hearing; articles to be worn on the body for deadening
sounds; oxygen masks and all other articles, n.s.m., used for
protecting the body from noxious substances or rays; apparatus n.s.m.
for administering medicine and for nursing the sick, including
radium cups, radium compresses and the like; instruments for
restoring to consciousness drowning and fainting persons - all
these articles, including charges for gas masks, radium cups
and the like............ 12% ad

Valorem

2. Suspension of Duties:

The duty of Tariff item number 850 is suspended by Decree dated
14 December 1955, number 314, of the Acting Governor of Netherlands
New Guinea.

3. Import Restrictions:

In general a licence is required for the importation of goods. There
are no restrictions on importation of the appliances in question.
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4. Formalities:

As a matter of general principle import formalities are kept
as simple as possible.

5. Statistical Information:

(a) Imports in 1955 - nil.
(b) National production and exports in 1955 - nil.

PAKISTAN

1, Import duties:

Orthopaedic appliances are assessable under items 52(1) and 77( 2)
of the Pakistan Customs Tariff, at 30 per cent ad valorem, the former
in respect of goods made of silk or artificial silk and the latter in
respect of goods other than silk or artificial silk,

2. Suspension of Duties:

Statutory provision exists in Section 23 of the Sea Customs Act, 1878,
granting exemption from customs duty, wholly or partially, either by a
notification or executive directives.

Artificial limbs and parts thereof, when importedd by private individuals
for their own use, have been exempted from the whole of the customs duty
leviable thereon, by a notification dated 15 February, 1957.

3. Import Restrictions:

Artificial limbs are covered by 'Surgical instruments, apparatus.
and appliances' and their importation is subject to issue of a licence by
the Government. Licences issued are generally valid for import on a global
basis including the dollar area. Any goods imported by a person up to a
maximum (c.i.f.) value of Rs. 150/- can be imported freely; that is without
an import licence, provided they are for the private and personal use of the
importer.

4. Formalities:

No such trade or customs formalities are in force.

5. Statistical Information:

The required information is not available as separate statistics for
this item have not been maintained in the past.


