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Reduction of Customs Duties on 1 January 1959 by the Member States

The following communication, dated 19 December 1958, has been received from
the Secretary-General of the Council of the European Economic Community¹:

"The President of the Council of the European Economic Community has
instructed me to communicate to you for your information and the information
of the contracting parties the following decision taken by the Council of
the European Economic Community on 3 December 1958.

"Beginning 1 January 1959, the six Member States will reduce by 10 per
cent their customs duties which are in excess of the Common External Tariff,
in respect of industrial products (not including products coming under the
Treaty Constituting the European Coal and Steel Community or products in
respect of which the reduction as between the six Member States will not be
introduced under the Rome Treaty provisions), provided, however, that such
reduction will not bring such duties to a level lower than the Common Tariff.

"This reduction will be applicable to the members of the CEEO, the
members of GATT - subject, in the case of the Member States of the Community
which are applying Article XXXV of the General Agreement to certain
contracting parties, to their availing themselves of the possibility of not
extending most-favoured-nation treatment to such contracting parties - and
to non-GATT members enjoying most-favoured-nation treatment.

"The above-mentioned reduction will be provisional and will be valid for
an indeterminate period.

"As regards agricultural products, the Member States will reduce their
customs duties by 10 per cent in the same conditions as in the case of
industrial products, at least ae far as non-liberalized items are concerned.

"The Member States do not make this reduction subject to reciprocal
treatment being granted by third countries; they would, however, welcome any
similar move on the part of such countries.

"Implementing provisions will be enacted promptly by each Member State
on the basis of a rough assessment of the Common External Tariff."

¦ The text of this communication was transmitted to contracting parties in
GATT/AIR/145 dated23 December 1958.


