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EUROPEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION

Communication from the Seven Governments

The following communication received by the Executive Secretary on
11 August 1959 from the Minister for Commerce of the Government of Sweden as
Chairman of the Conference of Ministers representing Austria, Denmark, Norway,
Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, which met in Stockholm on 20 - 21 July 1959, is circulated for the infor-
mation of contracting parties:

'Ministers representing Austria, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom met in Stockholm on 20 - 21 July 1959.
They invited me, as Chairman of the Conference, to inform you on their
behalf of their agreement to recommend to their Governments that a European
Free Trade Association among the seven countries should be established.

"In accordance herewith I have the honour to transmit to you the press
release from the meeting, which gives an account of the proceedings and of the
decisions taken. In the press release you will also find a reference to the
contact established at the meeting with Finland as being a member of the
Nordic Group.

"The Ministers decided to publish the draft plan for a European Free
Trade Association, which was drawn up by officials for the seven countries
between 1 June and 13 June 1959. This plan is also attached.

"The Ministers instructed officials to draft a Convention, using the
draft plan as a basis in the light of discussions at the Ministerial meeting.
It is the seven Governments' firm intention that the Convention shall be in
accordance with Article XXIV of the GATT.

"I would be grateful if you would kindly submit this information to
the contracting parties of GATT together with the annexes."

One copy of the aforementioned press release and of the draft plan for a

European Free Trade Association will be forwarded to the local representative
or liaison officer of each contracting party.


