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I. INTRODUCTION

1. In accordance with paragraph 5 of the Resolution approved by the CONTRACTING
PARTIES on 22 November 1958, the Executive Secretary has the honour to report on
the status of budgetary expenditure including all advances made from the Working
Capital Fund under sub-paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of paragraph 5 of the Resolution
of 17 November 1956. This report contains information on the accounts for 1958,
budgetary and extra-budgetary expenditure up to 30 September 1959, budgetary income
received during the first nine months of 1959, and the status of accounts receivable
(including contributions).

II. AUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR 1958

2. The audited accounts for 1958 and the report of the Chief of the United Nations
Internal Audit Service on the audit of the GATT accounts, have been circulated to

the contracting parties in document L/1046. A comparative statement giving the

expenditure in 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957, as well as the preliminary
figures for expenditure in 1958 has been circulated in document L/957 in February
last.

3. The audited accounts for 1958 are submitted to the CONTRACTING PARTIES for

approval.

III. EXPENDTTURE FOR PERIOD 1JANUARY/30 SEPTEMBER 1959

The particularly heavy work programmeduring, the second half of the year and
the numerous meetings of the Committees on the Expansion of Trade have necessitated
recruitment of temporary staff for the Languages Unit and Secretarial Assistance
Unit on a scale far larger than could be originally foreseen. In addition it is

anticipated that the item for reproduction and distribution of documents will also
show a considerable excess expenditure. Recruitment of temporary assistance will
continue at a high rate during October, November and December in order to enable

the secretariat to cope with the present backlog of work.
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At this stage, it is not possible accurately to determine expenditure for
the remainder of the year nor the amount of unliquidated obligations incurred
so far. Neither is it possible to estimate in how far excess expenditure on
certain budget items could be compensated by savings within sections. Dis-
bursements up to 30 Septamber 1959 amount to $416,017.89.

IV. INCOMERECEIVED DURING THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY/30SEPTEMBER 1959

BUDGETARYINCOME

(US Dollars)

Income Budget
for 1959

Receipts up
to 30.9.59

Contributions 1959

Miscellaneous Income

Other Income

560,900.-

13,000.-Income

34,010.-
+ 18,600.- 52,610.-

626.510.-

533,763.40

14,994.71

601,368.11

Income received up to the end of September amounted to 95.99 per cent
of the Income Budget. The corresponding figure was 97.16 per cent in 1958.
Receipts on account of Miscellaneous Income do not include any non-recurrent
income.

V. RECEIPT OF CONTRIBUTIONS

The following table contains a statement of the contributions due on
1 January 1959 for various financial years and the amounts received up to
30 April 1959 and during each following month:

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED IN 1959

(US Dollars)

Current
contributions

Contributions
due on

1 January 1959
560,900.-

1949/1951

19,689.40

1957

10.57

1958

8,760.-

Contributions
received
up to 30.4.59
In May
In June
In July
In August
In September

T O T A L

285,063.-
26,869.-

190,098.37
22,320.82
6,630.-
2,782,21

533,763.40- 8,750.-

Per cent

95,16

115.34

100

95.99

6,430.-

2,320.-

533,763.40



L/1069
Page 3

By April 1959, the current contributions received corresponded to 50.82 per
cent of the assessment (against 74.56 per cent in 1958 and 74.15 per cent in
1957), and by the end of September 1959, 95.16 per cant of the contributions
assessed were remitted (as compared with 95.94 per cent in 1958).

VI. ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

At the end of 1958 contributions in arrears were higher than at the end
of 1957, whilst accounts receivable in general were lower than at the end of
1957. A number of small amounts have remained outstanding for a considerable
time and reminders have been sent to the governments or persons concerned to
obtain prompt settlement of these debts.

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

(US Dollars)

Contributions
for current

year

Contributions
for previous

years
Miscellaneous Total

31 December 1949
31 December 1950
31 December 1951
31 December 1952
31 December 1953
31 December 1954
31 December 1955
31 December 1956
31 December 1957
31 December 1958

21,665.96
62,902.08
45,518.20
5,338.50
28,404.12
11,350.90
18,000.-
14,112.-
4,980.57
8,760.-

5,550.-
31,154.30
25,927.08
28,596.33
26,239.83
29,239.83
25,485.89
19,689.40
19,699.97

4,023.95
474.76

4,146.03
7,198.92
1,664.61
1,152.79
7,806.07
4,122.92
7,389.55
4,464.77

25,689.91
68,926.84
80,818.53
38,464.50
58,665.06
38,743.52
55,045.90
43,720.81
32,059.52
32,924.74

30 September 1959
30 September 1958

VII. CONTRIBUTIONS INARREARS

(a) Contributions due by countries having withdrawn from the Agreement

As regards those countries the situation has not changed since last year.
China still owes $14,351.72 and Syria $5,337.68.

(b) Contributions due by contracting parties

The following table contains a statement of contributions due as at
30 September 1959.

27,136.60
17,500.-

19,709.97
19,699.97

9,360.43
4,060.70

56,207.-
41,260.67
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CONTRIBUTIONS DUEBY CONTRACTINGPARTIESAS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 1959

(US Dollars)

Contributions Contributions Contributions
for 1957 for 1958 for 1959

BELGIUM 5,641.68
CHILE 2,815.-
CUBA 4,616.-
HAITI 2,805.-
NICARAGUA 2,805.-
*PERU 2,805.-
TURKEY 2,805.-
URUGUAY 10.57 10.- 2,805.-
CAMBODIA (residual amount resulting from differences in 38.92

rate of exchange)

10.57 10.- 27,136.60

Current contributions - Aftar the adoption of the Budget at the thirteenth
session the Executive Secretary notified the governments of the amount of their
contributions for 1959. Reminders ware sent in May, July and August to govern-
ments which had not paid their contributions at that time. Moreover, a state-
ment on the status of contributions in arrears was submitted to the CONTRACTING
PARTIES during the fourteenth session (document L/999).

VIII. WORKING CAPITAL FUND

The Working Capital Fund was increased in the course of 1959 by an advance
paid to it by the Government of Cambodia in the amount of $960. An amount of
$3,490 was assessed on the Government of Switzerland and payment of this amount
is expected before the end of the year.

It was necessary, in the course of the year, under the provisions of
paragraph 5(a) of the Resolution of 17 November 1956, to make a withdrawal in
the amount of $50,000 in order to finance budgetary appropriations pending
receipt of contributions. This withdrawal was refunded to the Working Capital
Fund on 19 May 1959. In view of the amounts still outstanding in respect of
the current year's contributions, it might prove necessary to make further
withdrawals from the Working Capital Fund under the above-mentioned provision.

The contribution from Peru has since been received.
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In accordance with the information contained in paragraph 6 of document
L/997 which was submitted to the CONTRACTING PARTIES at the fourteenth session,
the Executive Secretary seeks authority to withdraw an amount of US$4,000 under
paragraph 5(c) of the Resolution of 17 November 1956, to finance the increase
in the costs of the fifteenth session due to the decision of holding a
Ministerial meeting. It is not possible, at this stage, to say whether further
withdrawals from the Working Capital Fund under (a) and (c) will be necessary.
However, it is certain that the Executive Secretary hall need to exercise
his power to make a withdrawal from the Working Capital Fund in accordance
with the provision of paragraph 5(b) of the Resolution of 17 November 1956.

IX. BUILDINGFUND

The position of the Building Fund as at 30 September 1959 is as follows:

Assets Disbursements Commitments Estimated Balance

$60,000 $54,564.84 $372.80 $5,062.36

The estimated balance will be used to finance the cost of the trans-
formation of the basement of the Villa "Le Bocage" in accordance with the
approval of the CONTRACTINGPARTIES (reference document L/997, paragraph 5).


