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In recent years the secretariat has rece:.ved 2n increasing number of requests
for GAIT documents, including meny which have nct been derestricted. It is
evident that there is an increasing interest in the work of tkhe CONTRACTING
PARTIES, particularly in academic circles, and that 2 more liberal derestriction
cf documents could lead tc a wider knowledge of the GATT and to a2 better under-

standing of its aims and cbjectives and of the work of the CONTRACTING PARTIES.
The derestriction cf documents relating. tc discussions of :the trading problems
of less-developed countries seems particularly desirable in view of the great
. public interest in the activities of international corgenizations in this .field.
The significance of derestriction lies in the faet that copies could be given or
shown teo thosc who roguest then, particulorly universities, librearies and the
press.

The existing proccdures, as approved by the CONTRACTING PARTIES (L/2238),
provide for the derestriction of documents in the L/ serics sixty days after the
close of eeach session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES and sixty da_ys aftor any six

menths' period during which no session is hcld. On cach decasion contracting

varties are given an cppertunity to reguest that particular documents in this
scries should remain restricted,

The documents in 21l other series romcin restricted unless speecific zction is
taken., Restricied docurm.nts are issued by the s»cretarlat only tc contracting
_rartiss and assceiated governmants and tc thosc governments and intergovernmental
crganizations whkich arc invited to sond cbscervers to sessicns of thoe CONTRACTING
PARTIES., The CONTRACTING PARTIES might wish to consider whether a more libsral
derestriction of documents csuld now be authierized. For cxample, the following
recommerdations might bo Submitied to the noxt sessicn of the CONTRACTING PARTIES:

1. That the documents of Cormittee I, Committee IIT and the Action
Cormittee be deresitricted.

2. That the documents of Committec IT and of the Couneil b= derestricted
under the proccdawmros that apply to L,/ documents,
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6.

That the Committee on Trade and Development be given authority to decide
from time ‘to time on the documents pertaining to the work of the

. . Committec which should be dercstricted.

That summory records of the sessions of the CONTRACTING PARTIES up to

the e¢nd of the twenty-first session be derestricted and thot in future
the summary reccrds of cach session be derestricted a2t the end of the

second following session.

That minutcs of the meetings of the Council prior to the twenty-first
session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES be derestricted and that in future
Council minutes be derestricted at the end of cach session cf the
CONTRACTING PARTIES with o deloy of two yeers.,

That all decisions adopted by the CONTRACTING PARTIES during sessicns or
by postal ballot be derestricted forthwith.

If the recommendaticns in paragraphs 1, 2, 4 and 5 are appreved by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES, the following deccuments (with addenda, corrigenda and
revisions) will bec derestricted sixty days ofter the clcse of the twenty-third
session, subject to any reguests thot may be made by contracting parties or inter-
natiocnal organizotions that particular documents should remain restricted:

1. Documents of Committee 1

COoM.I, 1-4

2. Documents of Committee II

COM.II/1-16 COM.II/62 COM.II/100-101
21-25 64 103-110
27 66 112-117
31 69-76 1206-122
35 . 78-80 125-128
35-45 83 132
48 85-89 134-138
52-60 91-97

(The documents omitted arc draft reporits on consultations with individual
countries, the final reports having been issued in L/ documents which have
been derestricted.)
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3. Documents of Committee III

COM.III/1-136

4. Documents of the Action Committee

AC/1-12 ac/sc2/1-2
AC/sCr/1i-14 Ac/sc3f1

5. Documents of the Cotton Textiles Committee

coT/1-14 COT/W/1 coT/w/30-38
16-62 3-21 40

24-28 ko 48

50-66

6. Dccuments of the Council

cf1-32
- 34-49
51-64

Te Minutes of the Council:

c/M/1-19

8. Summary rccords of sessions of the CONTRACTING PARTIES

GATT/1/SR.1-14 SR.7/1-17 SR.14/1-11
GATT/CP.2/SR.1-25 SR.8/1-21 SR.15/1-18
GATT/CP.3/SR.1-44 SR.9/1-4T SR.16/1-11
GATT/CP.4/SR.1-21 SR.10/1-21 SR.17/1-12
GATT/CP.5/SR.1-26 SR.11/1-18 SR.18/1-6
GATT/CPS/SR.1-5 SR.12/1-22 SR.19/1-12
GATT/CP.6/SR.1-27 SR.13/1-21 SR.20/1-13
SR.21/1-11

9. Documents in the L/ series issued between 1 October 1965 and the end of the
twenty-third session.




