RESTRICTED
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON ?ﬁpéggb; 16
TARIFFS AND TRADE Lizited Distribution

Criginal: BEnglish

SCUTH_AFRICAY" GIPGRT RESTRICTICNS
addendum

The Covernment of South Africe has submitted for the infermation of
contracting parties the following text of s press release of 1 August 1968 by .
the Minister of EZconomic Affairs concerning a further seiective relaxstion of impord
centrol which hod been decided upon in conjunction with 2 relexation of exchange
coatrol which had just been announced. -

. —— -

¥Mr. Hsak (the Minister) said thet o further genersl reliexation of import
centrol on 2 giobel basis would not at this stege have the desired effect, as it
has come Yo his notice thet numercus impoerters were unable to meke fuil use of
the permit allocations received by them, in a’cordence with existing policy and
arrengenents, for their 1968 importationms.

The grznting of =dditional import faciiities to these importers wouid not,
therefore, meke eny nctzble contribution towerds easing the domestic liquidity
proolems.

For this reason he had decided to confine the further relsxetions of impor:
centrol to speciffic commodities cnd to suthorize further import 2llocations con
e selective basis in respect of only capiiel goods and consumer geods., Impord

facilities for rew materials are clready granted freely.

4s far 2s capital goods are concerned; r. Heek steted that the existing
policy and arrangements o grant additionel imperit fseilities for the puroose
of replacement and increcsed productiviiy would be mainiained.

r. Haek zdded, khowever, that he had alse decided To relex impert conirel
somewhet further with a2 view to develozment in ceriain desirsbie direciions hut
with due regerd to existing demestic nroduction.

Tae :anister szid thet when granting additicnal import facilities
cognisance will inter ziis, aiso be tzker of turnovers of the imperiers concerned
23 well as their 2bility to maks full use of such further z=ilccsiicns.

Inoporvers cf capitel goods as well as consumer gocds whe feel that, in the
1light of the sbove considerations; they are abdie to mske use of additicnzl import
concessions, may 2pply for such sliocations in writing to the Direcior of
Imports and Exporis.
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