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Note by the Director-General

The United Nations .dvisory Committee on jidministrative and Budgetary wuestions
has issued a further reportl on the 1969 budget estimates for the International
Trade Centre UNCTAD/CATT. The full text of the ACiBY report is not yet available
but an extract received from New York by telegram is attached. This information
is circulated to contracting parties in order to acquaint them with developments

in the United Nations examination of the International Trade Centre's budget
estimates.

lThe first report of the .dvisory Committee on idministrative and Budgetary
Questions was annexed to document L,3080.
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Extracts from ; ;GnBQ Reooct on tTC Estimates for 1969 113322
§Uu07 52 4 Teon Dr. Bagnier, Opsirman of AMNWQ

The Advisory Commitise appreciates the abtention paid by the Comnmittee on
Budget, Finance znd .Ldministration of GaTT to the observatioas on the initial
estimates for the Centre which the Advisory Committee transmitted to the
Secretary-Gencral at its surmsr 1968 sessicn. The Advisory Committee notss that
as & result cf the examinstion-of the estimztes by the GATT Committee in
October 1968 that Commitiée recomméndsd = reduction of $80,000 from $1,05L,000
to $971L,000 to be achieved by reduclns the number of new posts requested by one
professional and two reneral -service; by applying a factor of 50 per cent
(instead of 20 per cent- &5 ordginally, proposed) for delayed recruitment, and by
effecting aconomies in regpect cf expenses for comsultants and travel of staff.

14. As already indicated in pa_abfaph 9 above, the Advisory Committee does not
believe that a further reduction in staff costs is impossible of achievement.
‘Related savings.in other areas may also be possible. However, because of the
lateness of. the present review in the joint budget process - which itself is
still evolv1ng as regards the Trade Centre - the Advisory Committee is not _
“ecommandlng en additional. reduction in the total budget appropriations’for the
Centre in 1969. Neverthelees, the Committes hopes that the Centre itself can make
further’ savings .of some $21,000 during the administration and execution of thé
1949 appropriations ‘for the Centre voted by the General Assembly. The Gommittee
believes this to be a reasonabls ard achisvable undertaking.

15. At this time, however, the Advisory Committee agrees that the estimates for
the Cenitre for 1969 shovld be in the amount of $971,000, and that the

United Natlons share, %o be included under Sectiorn 20, Chapter X, of the

United Nations tudget for 1969, should be in the amount of $299,400.

16. Looklng to the future. ths Advizory Commiltee believes that the two partner
organizatvions should work out pr oper proceduves for reviewing subsequent budget
estimates for the Centre. Since the Centre has no governing organ of its own,
it is important to ensure that agreed recommendations should be submitted by thne
Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration and by the Advisory Committee to
the Contracting Parties of GATT and to the General Assembly, respectively. The
Advisory Gommittee intends to review this questicn and related matters with
UNCTAD and GATT during its visit to Geneva in May 1969.

17. In conclusion, givea the very rapid growth of the Centre. in recent yesrs,
the Advisory Committee hopes that the twa partnér organizations will bear in mind
the need for periodic stock-taking and assessing the practical results achieved
by the Centre.



