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CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN

Recormendaticn Adovted by the Executive Committee
of the Internatiocnal Chamber cof Commerce

At the request of the Seéretary-General of the International Chamber of
Commerce the following Recommendation, adooted by the Executive Committee of
the ICC at its eighty-sixth session held on 2 December 1948, is distributed for
the information of contracting rearties.

Recommendation

I. " The customs authorities in many States require importers to nrocduce
documentary proof of the origin of the imported goods. Such proofs of origin
consist of either certificates of origin or attestations of .the declaration of
origin appearing on the commerciasl invoice. Generally, the Chambers of Cormerce
and Industry are competent to legalize such documents. On several occasions the
IBCC has discussed the principles by which the Chambers should sbide in this
respect, and recently conducted an inquiry into the form, content, conditions of
issuance and procedure for delivering certificates of origin.

On the basis of the results of that inguiry, the Steering Committee of the
IBCC makes the following recommendations:

II. The IBCC, recalling previous ICC/IBCC resolutions urging that certificates
of origin should not be required except in those cases wherc an attestation of
origin is really 1ndls?ensable recommends to the govermments once again that
they reconsider their imrrort regulations in thot sn;;;t

IIT1. Furthernore, the IBCC considerlng the need:

- to harmonize, in so far as possible, the conditions as to form, contents
and procedure to which the delivery of certificates of origin by the
Chambers of Ccmmerce and Industry is subject:

- to avoid; in the context of internetional trade, discrimination against
certain countries besed on essentizlly political grounds:

- to limit the number of sarticulars requircd in the certificates of origin
to the cobsolute minimum compatible with the justified intercsts of the

authorities of the importing countries and with the safeguard of business
secrets;
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-~ to ensurc that certificctes of origin carnnct be obtained froudulently on
the basic of innccurnio claims and {fo cnsurce thazt d¢SCﬂnli_hrT action is
tolen ngninst such ncts.
A,  Rceomriends

the gevernmeornts endceviur to achicve greatsr harmonization with
¢

o the defirition of origin, taking into account in particular
the worl: alrcady amdertelen by the GATT, the FEuronean Econonic Comwnity,
the Buromnenn Fret Tvade fgeacint ' sn wrd vhe Denslux coun'vices.

1.  thet Chombers of Commerce and Industry should not agree, under cony
circumstences, to deliver negctive attestations of origin or certify
negztive declarctions of origin made by the exporters themsclves;

2. that Chambers of Comncrce and Industry should not agree, undor any
circwastances, to rtlfy the nane of the manufacturer of the goods
when delivering a certificate of origin;

. that Chonmbers of Cormerce and Industry in so far as they are cmpowered
by nationcl legislction to certify the origin of foreign »roducts,
should do sc only upon presentation of the original certificate of
origin drawn u» by a2 duly suthorized bedy in the country of origin of
the goods or on presentaticn of scme other totally satisfactory
docunentary nroof:

\»0

4. that in se far as the Chambers arc called upon to certify the origin
on a scporate document, and net on the commercial invoice, they use
special and uniforn forms for that purpose:

5.  that Chembers of Commcrce ond Indusiry draw applicents' att tention to the
penzl consegucnces which would fellow if o certificate or attestation
of origin werc to be obtained fraudulentiy.



