
RESTRICTED
L/3344GENERAL AGREEMENT ON L/3344 12 February 1970

TARIFFS AND TRADE Limited Distribution

Original: French

CENTRAL AFRICAN CUSTOMS UNION: TARIFF SITUATION

The following communication has been forwarded to the secretariat by the
permanent mission of the Republic of Gabon.

On 1 January 1966 the Central African Customs and Economic Union came into effect.

The treaty establishing the Customs Union, signed at Brazzaville on
8 December 1964, provided for:

(1) a customs territory comprising the following countries:

Cameroon, Gabon, Congo (Brazzaville), Central African Republic and Chad,
with the following implications:

*(a) the adoption of a common customs and fiscal import tariff in relations
with third countries, and the replacement of all duties and charges by
a single internal charge in trade relations between the member States;

(b) a common external tariff comprising:

- the customs duty of the common external tariff,
- the fiscal charge on imports,
- the turnover tax on imports,

(c) the rates of these duties and charges are common to all the member
States;

(d) goods originating in the member countries of the European Economic
Community and the countries belonging to the former Afro-Malagasy
Organisation for Economic Cooperation (OAMCE) are admitted duty free.

(2) an institutional organization comprising supervisory bodies (Council of the
Heads of State, Management Coimmittee, Secretariat) and in particular
common customs offices;

(3) a common investment code.

The crisis which the Union experienced in 1968 ended with the withdrawal of Chad,
and the following now provisions therefore ensued:
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(1) the customs territory now comprises only four countries: Cameroon,
Central African Republic, Congo (Brazzaville) and Gabon;

(2) the list of common customs offices has been amended accordingly, as
have all provisions and references concerning Chad in the customs
tariff and tariff regulations;

(3) Chad is now included in the list of countries considered, for purposes
of customs treatment, as a member of the former OAMCE.

In addition certain tariff amedments became necessary, as follows
(see table):
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