
RESTRICTED

L/3689GENERAL AGREEMENT ON 7 April 1972
TARIFFS AND TRADE Limited Distribution

Original: French

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ASSOCIATIONAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE EEC AND GREECE

Communication from the Parties to the Agreement

Information for the Contracting Parties to GATT

1. Progress towards the attainment of the customs union established by the Agreement
instituting an association between Greece and the European Economic Community con-
tinued during the years 1970 and 1971.

Since 1 July 1968, when customs duties were entirely eliminated between the Six,
Greek industrial products have been admitted into the Community free of customs duties
and of charges having equivalent effect. It should also be remembered that, since
1 November 1962, quantitative restrictions on these products have been abolished.

Greek agricultural products which are of particular interest to the country and
are listed in Annex III to the Association Agreement enjoy the same tariff treatment
as the member States apply among themselves, that is to say a 100 per cent reduction
in the basic duties.

2. With respect to industrial products imported from the Community, and in
accordance with the time--table set by the Athens Agreement, since 1 November 1971
Greece has been applying tariff reductions equivalent to 70 per cent of the basic
duties. An exception is made in respect of the industrial products listed in
Annex I (articles manufactured in Greece and covered by Article 15), on which customs
duties are being reduced more slowly; since 1 May 1970, the reduction has amounted to
20 per cent of the basic duties. For the two categories of industrial products
mentioned above, the next reduction in customs duties will become effective on
1 November 1972 at the rate of 10 per cent of the basic duties.

Similarly, with respect to imports of agricultural products from the member
States of the Community; Greece grants duty reductions in accordance with the time-
table provided in the Association Agreement. Accordingly the duty reductions on the
products listed in Annex III have been increased to 70 per cent from 1 November 1971.
In the case of the products listed in Protocol 13 (meat, fish, poultry, dairy products,
etc.), customs duties are reduced by 20 per cent,. with larger reductions on ham
(40 per cent), European--type cheeses (35 per cent) and butter (30 per cent).
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3.
So

far as the elimination of quantitative restrictions is concerned, since
1 November 1967 Greece has consolidated the liberalization equivalent to
75 per cent of its private imports in the year 1958 from the Community and has
opened global quotas for non-liberalized products.

4. The Greek customs tariff is being; aligned with the common customs tariff by
stages. The first approximation, relating to the products subject to the twelve-
year transitional period (Article 20, paragraph I of the Association. Agreement.
for industrial, products and Article 38 of that Agreement for the agricultural
products listed in Annex III) took effect on 1 November 1965. A second approxi-
mation of the Greek customs tariff towards the common customs tariff of the
Community took effect on 1 May 1970. The last-mentioned approximation affected
both the products subject to the twelve-year transitional period and the products
subject to the twenty-two-year transitional period (products listed in Annex I).

It should be noted that eventually the progressive alignment of the Greek
customs tariff with the common customs tariff of the Community will to a large
extent result in a reduction in the customs duties applied by Greece on imports
from countries other than the members of the Association.

5. Lastly, a comparison of the statistical data given in the annexed table,
showing the development of the foreign trade of Greece since the entry into force
of. the Association agreement and up to 1970, reveals that there has been a
considerable .increase in total Greek imports, but that imports from -third
countries have increased more than those from the Community countries. On the
other hand,. Greek exports to the Community countries have shown a greater increase
than Greek exports to third countries.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOREIGN TRADEOF GREECE 1962-19701
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1Source: StatisticalOffice of the European Communities


