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MRTICLb XIX ACTION BY T UNITED STATES

Ball Bﬁarlnfs

The following. ccumunlcbtlon, dated 29 March 1974, has ba:n rgc~1vad frox the
Minister for .conomic iffairs of ths Unitsd States Mission.

In iugust 1973; I informed you of a United States Tariff Commission finding of
ssriosus injury as a rasult of incr:assd imporits of czrtein types of ball b:aarings
(refzrence GATT document L/3897).

I have now bssn asked to inform you that the Presidsnt of ths United States,
acting pursuant tc the provisions of the Trade ixpansion Lct of 1962 and Irticle XIX
of the Gensral lgreement, has accopted the Tariff Commission finding that ball
bearings cntering undor TSUS Item 680.35 (sxcludinz radial ball bearings with an
outside diameter of under ¢ mm.)ers, es a rasult in najor pert of concessions granted
uncdsr trade agrecmants, bzlng imported intn the Unitad Stat-s in such incruased
quantitizs as to caus: serinsus injury tec the donostic industry producing like or
directly competitive products. The President has issued o proclemation incr:asing
the prsveiling rate of duty on ssloctsed cat:gorias of such bearings, if priczd not
over spacified unit valuss, as follows:

(2) TSUSL Item 683.3508 (S mm. to not ovsr 30 mm.) to 20 pur cont ad valoren,
if valucd net over 60 cents par unit;

(b) TSUS. Item 680.3512 (ov.r 30 mn. but not over 52 ma.) tn 20 »ur cent
ad valorem, if valued not ovsr 75 cents per unit;

(c) ™TSUSL Item 68C.3517 (eover 52 mi. but not over 100 ma.) to 3.4 cents per pound
plus 15 per cent ad valorsm, if valued not cover $1.30 por unit.

Preveiling trade egreoiient rates will, however, centinue to apply to importec
bzarings priced above tho af-r.mantioned specified unit valucs.

The inerosased rates will bocone sffective 1 May 1974.
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The Presidential Proclaniction also provides that the tariff increases
established for ball bearings covered by TSUS:. Itenms 680.3508 and 68C.3512 will
be reduccd to the trade agreement rate in three equal annuel stages cormencing
1 Moy 1976, and that established for ball bearings coversd by TSUSA Item 680.3517
in twe stages starting 1 M2y 1977.

The Presidcntial Proclanation does not affeet the prevailing rates of duty
applying (i) to ball bearings with integral shafts .covered by TSUSAL Iten 680.3300,
(B) bearings covered by TSUS. Iten 680.3518 (over 100 mi.); and (C) bearings,
other than radial, covered by TSUSi Item 680.3522.

The Presidential Proclamation also authorizes the provision of adjusiment
assistance for firms and workers in the domestic ball beering industry to help
them adjust to the impact of inport competition.



