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URUGUAYAN IMPORT SURCHARGIES

Request for “xtension of Waiver

The following communication, dated 7 June 1974, from the permanent represcntat
of Uruguay has been received by the Dircctor-Gencsral.

On the instructions of my Gevernment, I have the honour to refzr to the follow
matter:

(1) Under a draft decision approved at & mcoting of the GATT Council on

19 Scptomber 1972, confirmed by postal ballot, Uruguay was authorized to apply impc
restrictions in accordancc with the t*rms m:"zt:;.rmyd in the rcport of that body
(Gocument L/3761).

(2) This autliorization was grentcd until the middle of this year, nencly 30 Junc
next.

(3) During th: periecd cov.rzd by the waiver, Uruguay has continucd to apply
surcharges on importcd products bocaus: its ba...“nu-of-p‘.ymgnts situeation mads
absclutcly nccessary the adoption of measurcs to safeguard the country's forcign
sxchange reserves. Although last yeor Uruguay's trade balance showed a surplus,
present circumstonces do not allow any rolaxation of the safoguard muasurcs currcnt
epplic@ to be wnvisag:d for the monunt. In addition to the fect that prices of net
oné wool - Urugucy's principal oxport products - have declincd appreeciably in
rclation to last year, the price of fucls has incrzoscd so that Urugmy, which is
not a2 pebroleun producer, will in futurc have to cermork 40 per cent of the valus
of its overall imports for imports of this product.

(4) Before the necting of th. Council on 21 Jui: next, we shall furnish complote
and up-to-detc inforrnction on the surchearges in foreo in Uruguay.

For tho nom.,nu, thercfors, we would nurcly rogquest, provisionally, an cxtonsic
of th. waiver alrcady granted.



