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CANADA - TMPORT GUOTA ACTION
" ON_GATTLE, BERF D VEAL

The following comrmnication, dated 12 August 1974, has been received from the
Canadian delegation.

. On 2 August 1974, the Cenadian Governnent announced quotas on live cattle for
slaughter and fresh cr frozen beef and veal, tc become effective 12 iugust 1974,
for a period of cne year. Import quctas will be epplied tc:

(2) live cattle 700 1b. and over, fcr slaughter within ninety days of entry
intc Canade; and )

(b) beef and veal in fresh or frozen form except offals.

The annual global quotas, based on five=year average impcrts, for live cattle will
be 82,835 head and for fresh end frdzen beef or veal, 125,50 million pounds.

The first quota pericd will cover 12 JAugust to 30 September. Thereafter, quotas
will be esteblished querterly. They will be aduinistered in such & way as to

ensure thet the rclative sheres cf coch of Canada's main suppliers of cattle and
beef will bear o reascnablec relaticnship to past patterns of trade, morket tronds
and historical performance of imperts. In order to prevent short-tern disrupticns
not mere then 30 per cent of on cmnual quota will be allewed in eny querter. Quotas
vill not apply to curcd, cocked cor cannzd becf and veal; end net to beef or veal
offals such as hcarts, livers, kidnsys or tongues.

The Canadien Gevernment's intention to apply impert quotes was enncunced in
the centext of the introducticn of o temporary beef stebilization progrommc, in
cffect for one yeor, as of 12 iugust, consisting of a guarenteed price support of
845.42 Canadion per hundredweight for cattle, basis live weight for tep grade stecrs
end heifers in nojor narkets, to be implenented by deficiency poyumonts at the ond
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of the ycor. In onncuncing the suppert ond quota weasurcs the linister of
ALgriculture referred tc current umscttled cenditicns in internaticoncl trade in
-beef, arising frcn heavy narket supplics ond the closing £ sume najer inmport
nerkets. These conditicns pused 2 threat t: the stability of Cenadian producer
prices and rcturns. The glubal quotas have been set ot levels which ore not
restrictive in teris of established trade patterns. The Cenadian Governnent has

clreedy informed end is willing tc ccnsuit with all countries affected.



