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JAPAL] — TMPORTS OF BOVINE MEAT

The following information on the rccent situation of beef imports into Japan is
being circulated at thc request of the Japanese Delegation.

""Crw f.

1. The grant of import licences of bevine meat (BTN 02.01.1) for the current fiscal
year (April 1974-March 1975) has been deferred up to this datc sinec the beginning
of this fiscal ycar. L

2. This measurc has been taken as a tenporary and emcrgency action to cope with the
following circumstances:

(1) The denand for bovine meat has docrcased substantially as a rosult of the
uncxpected and scrious deterioration of the gencral cconcnic conditicns
since the end of 1973.

(2) In spitc of such donestic ncasurcs as pronotion of consumpiion and
withholding of surplus quantity from the markcet, therc has been little sign
of rcecovery in denand and the price has been continucusly dopressed.

(3) It has bcen nocessary to provent further

or zggravation of the critical merket
situaticn in the bovine meat scetor created

by thc recunt developments.

3. Since the measurce has been taken th Goveranment of Jaran has boen discussing
bilaterally with cxporters having substantial intercst in the question. :

4. The Govcrnment of Japan is now propared te cnter into consultation under
Article XXII:1 of the GATT with contracting partics having substantizl intcrest as
cxporters to Japan that may wish to have such a consultation.



